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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


ACHIEVEMENTS OF LATEST ARAB SUMMIT QUFSTIONED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 7-13 Feb 87 p 14 


/Article by Wusaya Karin: "The Sinamlit Was Ended and the: Quastioas Remain 
Reconciliatton after the Uandshakes?"/ 


/Yext/ The Kuwait sumeit bas ended aad the kinys, airs aud presidents of 
Arabic and [slamic countries have dispersed, each one returning to his own 
country. Large questions, traced out in the atmosphere of the region remain, 
regarding the results this summit has achieved, in the context of the con- 
cluding statement, which to some extent avoided confronting hot issues in a 
decisive manner as far as the Iraq-Iranian war and the Lebanese crisis, and 
comprehensive Arab movement concerning the Middle East issue, are concerned. 


While the form of handshakes rather than reconciliation that manifested 
itself on the sidelines of the conference between the Syrian and Egyptian 
presidents, King Husayn and Yasir ‘Arafat, the Lebanese and Syrian presidents 
and the Egyptian president and the cooperation among country leaders largely 
illustrated the framework of further movement which might take place in the 
coming period on the Arab stage, the fears that people's positions might have 
remained as they were in spite of the smiles and warm statements among these 
leaders, still cast their shadow on any future effort to translate the Kuwait 
summit handshakes into comprehensive reconciliations which an Arab summit, 
wuose convening has become closer than at any time in the past, might further. 


From the moment the Kuwait summit was first convened, the importance of the 
role which King Fahd Ibn ‘Abd-al-‘'Aziz, the servant of the two holy shrines, 
played in calming the atmosphere among the leaders of the Arab countries, 
whom political disputes had prevented from gathering about a unified posi- 
tion, was apparent. It was noteworthy that King Fahd used all his influence 
to convince the Syrian president, specifically, to respond to an urgent Gulf 
desire aimed at using this great Islamic and Arab gathering to produce posi- 
tive results to which it would later be possible to give concrete form by 
following up'on the conciliatory Saudi role in the desire to complete the 
effecting of Arab conciliations. 




















People who followed King Fahd's meetings on the sidelines of the Kuwait sun- 
mit observed that the servant of the two holy shrines was anxious to give 
his movement special impetus, with the goal of realizing two things: 


First, arranging a meeting between President Hafiz al-Asad and President 
Amin al-Jumayyil will have the effect of perhaps hastening the holding of 
the 12th summit meeting between them. In addition, the meeting could in 
itself help eliminate the estrangement between the two presidents, which the 
efforts of the Lebanese president's intermediaries have not yet succeeded in 
eliminating. It has become clear, by the description of the two presidents’ 
sources that the al-Asad-al-Jumayyil meeting was characterized by some 
requisits warmth, contrary to the meeting which took place between the 
Syrian and Egyptian presidents, when the handshake between them was more 
along the lines of removing criticism than preparation for the start of a 
dialogue neither of the two presidents is hastening. 


Secondly, King Fahd's efforts since his arrival in Kuwait were devoted to 
bringing the leaders together in an unofficial summit, and he would almost 
have succeeded in that had it not been for the last-moment obstacle. It has 
been said, in this regard, that the subject of Egypt and the dispute which 
arose around it almost aborted King Fahd's efforts. Therefore, agreement was 
reached to the holding of the five-party summit among King Fahd, the Syrian 
president, King Husayn, Chedli Bend jedid and the emir of Kuwait as a first 
step along the road to the comprehensive Arab summit. Although no news about 
this mini-summit has leaked out, some Gulf sources do not rule out the pos- 
sibility that the five leaders might have reached agreement on following 
through with contacts among themselves to hold the delayed Arab summit as 
soon as possible. 


However, everything remains contingent on the context of future developments, 
especially since it is expected that the Iranian stand will be characterized 
by a hard-line position on the results the latest fighting on the battle- 
front has produced. This assumption of a hard-line position, whose first 
glimmers appeared with the holding of the Kuwait summit, is what thwarted a 
recommendation to send a delegation representing the summit to Tehran in the 
desire to convince it of a billion Moslems’ desire for a halt to the fight- 
ing. The anomaly which was recorded on the sidelines of the Kuwait summit 

is that people were unanimous in the view that the present year will be the 
year of peace with respect to the L[raqi-Iranian war and the Lebanese crisis, 
but the statement by Hashemi Rafsanjani last Friday, that is, after a day 
had elapsed since the conclusion of the summit in Kuwait, to the effect that 
the current year will be the year of Iranian victory and that the final of- 
fensive on which there has been much talk has not yet started, expanded the 
scope for a discrepancy between the hope for peace on the part of the Arabs 
and the desire for the continuation of the war by Iran. For all these 
reasons, sayingthat the Kuwait summit ended where it began is then correct, 
except for the reduction of the chill in relations among some Arab countries. 
That also is true as far as saying that the Kuwait summit should be labeled 
the Egypt summit. 








Egypt is the only country which ected in advance to make the occasion of 
this summit conform to its interests, both because o. its early arrival in 
Kuwait and its rapid, direct activity after its conclusion. Therefore one 
can say that one of the most important early results of the Kuwait summit 
could be represented by the Egyptian president's use of the climate of de- 
tente which occurred between him and the Arab countries, and their grant of 
preference to a return to Cairo via Abu Dhabi, where he arrived from Muscat. 
If there was any comment worth mentioning on this open visit by the Egyptian 
president to an Arab country, following a rupture that had lasted for years, 
nothing would be better than reference to his statement upon his arrival in 
Cairo, in the course of his response to a question by a journalist on the 
Arab countries’ boycott of Egypt: "What boycott are you talking about? I 
am coming back now from the United Arab Emirates." This statement, which was 
made by the Egyptian president, affirms that he was the prime beneficiary, 
if not the only one, ;ofiting from the Kuwait summit, because an Arab dia- 
logue was held with him for the first time since the signing of the Camp David 
agreements, at the highest Arab and Islamic podium, in a manner which was 
nuch different from them in terms of pesitive elements, and his visit to Abu 
Dhabi directly after the conclusion of the summit is one of the fruits which 
ripened within the Kuwait summit. It is not to be ruled out that the rota 
of visits by the Egyptian president will be repeated to other Arab countries 
from which he might have received an invitation to visit while the summit 
was in session. 


However, this Egyptian success, which was matched by Arab readiness to 
transcend the past stage, will be complete only with further Arab movement, 
which Syria must carry out, with the objective of balance. As the Syrian 
presence at the Kuwait conference was for the purpose of creating a state of 
balance with the Egyptian pzesence, it is necessary, conversely, that Syria 
move to rally forces to regain the initiative on the Arab stage, if only by 
auctioneering over the Egyptian activity. Thus it will be easy for the 
Saudi conciliatory role to find the way open to it to complete the effecting 
of Arab conciliations, which it is expected will begin after the period of 
rest the servant of the two holy shrines is spending outside the city of 
Riyadh. 


Although King Fahd has become accustomed at this time of every year to spend 
some days outside Riyadh with the objective of resting from his many preoccu- 
pations, his departure for al-Tunhad, a place 200 kilometers from Riyadh, 

2 days after his return from Kuwait indicates that although the attempt to 
mend the rift among Arab leaders at the Kuwait summit tired the servant of 
the two holy shrines, the rest period he is currently spending might be a 
necessary prelude to the followup on efforts which were not completed at the 
Kuwait summit, with the purpose of exploiting the warmth which manifested 
itself among the leaders of the Arab countries, before unexpected changes 
occur which will bring it back to a state of coldness again. 
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REGTONA), AFFAIRS 
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GULF FEDERATION CALIS FOR COORDINATED YETROCHKMICAIS MARKF TING 
Riyadh AL-RTYAD in Arabic 25 Janu 87 p 15 


/Article by Ahmad al-Shauwr: "Gulf Petrochsmicel Products Markcting: _The Fed- 
eration of Gulf Chambers Calls for Orientation toward Asian Markets"/ 


/Excerpt/ The secretariat gencral of the Federation of Arab Gulf Chambers 
called on Cooperation Council countries exporting petrochemical prodvcts to 
orient themselves toward the great Chinese inarket in addition to markets of 
other Asian countries. In its monthly bulletin, in a mor article titled 
"Why Orientation toward the Country of a Billion Consumers; China," which 
was issued recently, the secretariat said: 


"This orientation will reguire the coordination of individual efforts to 
bring about the principle of collective neyotiation aud the guarantee of 
bargaining power. Most important in thic uy be the issve of the csteblish- 
ment of joint Gulf companies for foreirm imrketing to mirket petrochemical 
products and other private cid public sector producitéa oad the combining of 
export capabilities for similar indyusiries under co single ceommeredod ccsue 
in place of numerous comercial names, reducing the cost of nurketing und 
providing better service thar the separate merketing of each product and 
savings in joint exports in terms of storage, transport, packaging and 
canning, not to speak of various consultiny services and the provision of 
specialized experts in the areas of financiny and marketing, alongside ctten- 
tion to quality and type, in order to gain 2 reputation in m jor Asian mark- 
ets in India and Pakistan, since Omani government bodics have welcomed the 
Indian industry delegation which proposed the establishnent of Omani- Indian 
projects to benefit from tremendous marketing opportunities." The bulletin 
added that investment companies in Abu Dhabi have received a response from 
the developin;, countries to investigate oil investment opportunities therc. 


In its statement, the bulletin of the secretariat general of the Federation 
of Arab Gulf Chambers went on to say that the Asian countries, and China in 
particular, are considered among the most important petrochemical product 

consuming countries and constitute an important outlet for Gulf products in 
light of the difficulties facing the marketing of Gulf petrochemical products 
in the countries of the European Conmon Market group. The bulletin asserted 














that the Gulf countries have become aware of the importance of developing 
tountry markets for their products, especially those of Asian countries, 
which have a high ability to market, are among the fastest developing mark- 

ets in the world and have developed industries which can absorb petrochem- 

ical products, since it is expected that the rates of demand for Gulf petro- 
chemicals will increase by 7.4 percent in the 1986-90, opening broad scope © ~--— 
for Gulf countries to market their petrochemical products. The bulletin 

pointed out that the People's Republic of China, which is distinguished by 

its broad geographic expanse and its population density, which is close to 

a billion, is capable of absorbing a significant share of Gulf products, 
asserting that Gulf-marketing agencies must study the newly created con- 
ditions, 
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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


ARAB TRADE CONFERENCE CONCLUDES SESSIONS IN RIYADH 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 9 Feb 87 p 10 


/Article by Sulayman al-Nasir: "The Arab Trade Conference Has Completed Its 
Activities and Presented Its Report to the Committee of Experts"/ 


/Text/ Yesterday evening the first Arab trade conference concluded its 
activities, which lasted 2 days, and submitted its recommendations to the 
committee of experts, which will begin its activities and preparation for 
the 42nd sessien of meetings of the Arab economic council in the palace of 
conferences today. 


The Arab trade conference discussed eight working papers which were submitted 
to the conference, three from the Arab League's economic department and the 
rest from a number of joint Arab organizations and institutions. 


The recommendations dealt with a position on collective Arab agreements, 
increasing their effectiveness, joint Arab projects, the scope for supply 

and marketing, the exchange of commercial information, transportation and com- 
munications, development of the Arab productive base, Arab standards and 
specifications, commerce in products of the occupied Arab territories and 
confrontation of the negative effects of the expansion of the European Conmon 
Market. 


In the area of collective Arab ayreements and their effectiveness, the con- 
ference called for commitment or: the part of Arab countries which heve not 
yet deposited their documents of ratification of collective Arab agreements 
related to inter-Arab trade to do so. 


It also called for acceptance of the principle of participation by Arab 
countries which have not yet deposited their documents ratifying the agrcee- 
ment to facilitate and develop trade among Arab countries for 1981 in the 
submission of lists of consmodities and in the neyotiations which will be held 
among the countries that are the parties concerned, provided thet ile date of 
cxecution cf the arranyemits relatcd to the results of the nepotiations be 
in keeping with the date of their deporit of the ratification documents or 
the date of their conveyance to the secretariat general with the commitment 
to grant exemptions. 














Entry in the middle of April 1987 into negotiation in accordance with the 
provisions of Articles Seven and Eight of the agreement among the countries 
concerned, which have conveyed their conmodity list* concerning: 


Stipulation of the lists of major manufactured and semi-manufactured conmod- 
ities chosen from them on a gradual! periodic basis in accordance with the 
guidance standards the agreement contains, 


Stipulation of the nature of totel or proportionate mtual exemptions and 
the stages of liberation from customs and non-customs restrictions anong 
countries that are parties. 


Submission of a schedule which will determine the start and finish of periods 
of negotiation and actual application, following the economic and social 
council's approval. 


Stipulation of the commodities it is sought to protect in accordance with the 
provisions of Article Eight of the agreement for the purpose of imposing a 
suitable unified minimum for customs tariffs, taxes and restrictions with a 
similar effect on competing and alternative imported foreign comodities, 
The conference demanded that the Arab countries make a declaration to all 
competent government departments and the secretariat ;eneral in an official 
statement issued by the entities concerned, containing their commitment to 
the following: 


The grant of full exemptions to Arab livestock, agricultural and mineral 
commodities in their originaiform or after the performance of changes on thein 
to make them fit for consumption, on condition that they be accompanied by a 
certificate of origin in accordance with the format the Arab Board of com- 
merce has approved. 


Stipulation of the mechanism and practical instruments by virtue of which 
preferential treatment will be given to the commodities mentioned above as 
well as arrungements which have been fucilitated for their exchanpe, 


In execution of leragraph wo of Article hieht, newsures wilh be token to 
puarentec that puovernmenit orr:nizations, bodics sic public sector compenics 
(the armed forces, health, cducetion and so forth) are granted priority in 
the import of Arab commodities on the basis of preferential treatment. 


In the area of joint Arab projects, the conference stressed the Arab 
countries' commitment to the exemption of commodities which projects of 
joint Arab origin produce, in the context of the Arab League and or Arab 
organizations operating in its framework, from customs duties and taxes of 
similar effect and from non-customs restrictions imposed on imported com- 
modities in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph Four of Article Six 
of the agreement facilitating trade among Arab countries. The conference 


stresses the need; 
To issue a list of joint Arab projects including this exemption in accordance 


with the standards it approves. 





To determine the rules through which it will be possible to consider branch, 
affiliated or subsidiary Arab projects in which parent joint Arab projects 
dake part to be covered by the exemption. 


To affirm the commitment to the application of the agreements and contracts 
for the establishment of projects of joint Arab origin and Paragraph Four 

of Article Five of the agreement to facilitate and develop trade, especially 
with respect to the abrogation of import and export, foreign currency and 
pricing restrictions, exemption from duties and taxes and the simplification 
of procedures related to that, in a manner which will facilitate and develop 
the course of inter-Arab trade. 


Financing 


With respect to financing, the conference stressed the need for the member 
countries to adhere to the contents of Article 10 of the agreement to facili- 
tate and develop trade among Arab countries regarding the encouragement of 
inter-Arab trade through monetary and banking policies on detailed bases and 
to inform the secretariat of the measures taken by each country to carry out 
this commitment with the purpose of having other Arab countries benefit from 
these experiences and putting them more thoroughly into effect. 


With respect to the study the Arab Monetary Fund is carrying out on the role 
of central and commercial banks and other banking institutions in the develop- 
ment of Arab trade, which the central bank governors will study at their next 
meeting, the conference took note of that, and the conference called on the 
Arab Monetary Fund to study the possible means to guarantee the facilitation 
of the settlement of payments among Arab countries in a manner strengthening 
inter-Arab trade. 


It asked the Arab countries to benefit from the longer-term financing program 
for trade which the Islamic Development Bank set out recently in developing 
its trade with other Arab countries, in addition to the short-term facilities 
available now. 


With respect to Arab export guarantees: 


The conference called on the Arab countries to establish country instruments 
for guaranteeing exports and supporting their exports by various direct and 
indirect means. 


It also called for more thorough application of the experience of the Arab 
Investment Guarantee Organization and expansion of the scope of the insurance 
it offers to inter-Arab trade in the light of the success of its program in 
the first year of its execution. 


Out of appreciation of the Arab Investment Guarantee Organization's distinc- 
tive role, the conference calls for the provision of additional resources to 
the organization by increasing its capital to enable it to expand its activ- 
ities and its guarantee of inter-Arab trade. 








The dedication of cooperation among national export guarantee organizations 
and bodies and agencies to promote and finance exports on the one hand and 
the Arab Investment Guarantee Organization on the other and develop it to 
serve inter-Arab trade. 


Marketing 


In the area of marketing, the conference welcomed the notion of establishing 
Arab companies to market Arab products and develop trade in them, and praised 
the initiative which the Arab Investment Company, the General Federation of 
Arab State Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture and others had 
taken in establishing the first Arab company to develop trade. The confer- 
ence recorded with satisfaction the Islamic Development Bank's readiness, 
which the chairman of the bank had declared, to take part in preparing the 
technical and economic feasibility study of the proposed company and its 
readiness to offer it support after its establishment to enable it to benefit 
from the financial facilities the Islamic Development Bank offers regarding 
its programs for financing trade. 


The conference also looked forward to the establishment of further similar 
Arab companies to develop inter-Arab trade, 


Information Exchange 


In the area of the exchange of commercial information, it considered that it 
was important that there be centralization of commercial data and information 
alongside corresponding sectoral branch units concerned with gathering, 
analyzing and exchanging data on goods, services, Arab and foreign markets, 
specifications and other conditions. 


For this purpose, it pressed upon the governments the need to establish these 
units in the event they do not exist and considered it appropiate to benefit 
on a tentative basis from existing national centers, especially the documenta- 
tion and information center in the general department of economic affairs in 
the Arab League and the corresponding center in the Arab Investment Guarantee 
Organization. It called on all official and private organizations with a 
connection to inter-Arab trade to supply these two centers with the desired 
data and called on the two centers to study ways of effecting coordination 
among other similar centers in being in the Arab nation and choosing a central 
unit to gather and exchange comprehensive data. 


Transport and Communications 


In the area of transport and communications, the conference pressed for the 
need to strengthen the transport and communications network among Arab 
countries, increase its competence and raise the extent of use of it ina 
manner which will make it possible to reduce tts -csst. 


It also pressed for the effort to link Arab ports to regular shipping routes 
and assigned the Arab federation for marine shippers to prepare a feasibility 
study for that. 











Support for Arab marine and land transport companies and the strengthening 
of organizations operating in various transport areas, 


Stressing the need for competent, full use of the Arab satellite and pro- 
vision of the Arab technical personnel to guarantee its proper operation and 
the rise in the competence of its use, in affirmation of its economic feasi- 
bility. 


Development of the Productive Base 


With respect to development of the productive base, the conference stressed 
the need to provide an Arab development strategy which would concentrate its 
orientation domestically on meeting the consumption and production needs of 
the Arab economy and had the aim of establishing organically interlinked and 
interconnected: production structures vertically integrated in the nationwide 
context. 


It was also stressed the need for coordination among existing and future pro- 
ductive projects, especially in the area of commodity production sectors, 
in a graduated, flexible manner. 


The development of the mechanism of joint Arab projects, so that they will 
become an instrument for coordinating productive investment and realizing 
the goal of Arab productive interconnection and interlinkage in a manner 
which will support inter-Arab trade. 


Reliance on the mechanism of long-term contracts, when that is possible, 
with the goal of realizing stability in production and prices and developing 
Arab trade in a constant, stable manner. 


Specifications and Standards 





With respect to specifications and standards, the conference requested accel- 
eration in the establishment of domestic specifications and standards entities 
in Arab countries which do not have agencies for setting standatds and also 
the completion and consolidation of existing bodies and coordination of their 
activities. 


Acceleration in the application of unified Arab specifications for poods and 
services in all Arab countries and their commitment to them, especially with 
respect to the issue of inter-Arab trade. 


The effort to put the use of certificates of conformity with standards speci- 
fications into general use and completion of the establishment of national 
laboratories for this purpose. 


Trade in the Occupied Territories 


Concerning trade in the occupied Arab territories, the conference requested 
support for the resistance of the Palestinian Arab people on the occupied 
Arab territories, in order to enable them to confront the Zionist settlement 
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policies, which have the aim of emptying the Land of its inhabitants, for the 
goal of limiting Zionist economic policies and their effects on the economy 

of the occupied territories and for the desire to raise the standard of living 
of the Palestinian people on the occupied territories, 


The council recommended the acceleration of execution of Economic and Social 
Council Resolution 1042D 41 J 2 of 10 September 1986, which called for the 
establishment of a center to market occupied territory products and assign- 
ment of the secretariat general to follow up on execution of the resolution, 
strive to provide the necessary requirements for this and benefit from the 
resources of Arab and Islamic funds and financial organizations in support- 
ing Palestinian exports in accordance with easier-term conditions. 


The need to deal in an aware fashion with Arab boycott laws and provisions 
in a manner serving the harmonization of the goal of strengthening the re- 
sistance of the Palestinian people in their nation with the goal of tighten- 
ing the economic blockade on the Zionist entity. 


The Arab trade conference demanded the execution of the Economic and Social 
Council resolutions adopted in the 39th session concerning the inclusion of 
Spain and Portugal in the European Common Market countrics. 


The conference also endorsed the importance of holding the Arab trade confer- 
ence and the establishment of the Arab trade exhibition in periodic fashion 
for products prepardd for export to the Arab markets, the development of 
inter-Arab trade and the reduction of obstacles in it. 


19 Arab countries ai the #ebibli of Arab’ Products 


fhe number of Arab conairtes takin naré in the exhibit of exportable Arab 
products rose to 19 yesterday. hree countries remain which are expected to 
arrive today or tomorrow. 


Arab products which can be exportad among Arab countries accounted for a sur- 
prise for those attending and taking part in the Arab trade conference meet. 

ings. The number of delegations attending thts great Arab economic and com- 

mercial gatherin;,; comes to morc than 300 businessmen, merchants, businessmen 

and organization officials. 


The delegatians supervizing their exhibits supply visitors with brochures and 
publications on the industrial models exhibited, representing 10 companies 
from every country in this economic gathering which is being viewed.The ex- 
hibits became diverse at every massive economic meeting attended by economic 
officials and merchants, 
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EGYPT 


AL-AHRAM WARNS OF SYRIAN ACTIONS AGAINST PALESTINIAN CAMPS 
JNO52036 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 4 Mar 87 p 7 
[Editorial: '"Massacres Along the Road"] 


[Text] As long as the Syrian forces are in Beirut they will be tempted 

to monstrously swoop down on camps because the Palestinian presence in 

Lebanon is rejected by the Syrians and their continued presence in this 

defiant manner, despite the continuous attempts to crush them, will provoke 
the ferocious feelings of the Syrian soldiers who are armed to their teeth. 
Such weapons should have their artificial outlets as long as their natural 
outlets are blocked by al-Asad's orders. 


The tragedy which is about to afflict "unprotected" Beirut stems from the 
fact that the Palestinians refuse to leave despite repeated warnings, refuse 
to die despite the continuous killing, and refuse to lay down their arms 
despite the continued concentration of weapons against them. Their unique 
ability to rise after fall, return after disappearance, and raise their 
hands waving signs of victory after these hands were laid down provokes the 
anger of those who used to make others obey them once ordered, to bring 
things down upon blowing at them, and defeat others once pointing at them. 
The situation of the Palestinians in Lebanon today greatly worries the 
Damascus rulers and suggests that these rulers’ pride has been undermined. 
Therefore, it would not be strange if the forces which came to preserve 
security savagely turn against the inhabitants of the camps who are not even 
secure from those who are entitled to maintain security in Lebanon. 


The premeditated plan, as we see it, is that the Amal Shi'ites, directly 
supported by the al-Asad Forces, will provoke the camps in southern Beirut 
and then either fiercely attack them or leave this job for the spurious 
forces, as happened to the Sabra and Shatila camps where a massacre took 
place with the Israelis either watching or taking part. It is from the 
Israelis that some Arabs are benefiting. 


Depending on splits among the Palestinians in the camps is left to circum- 
stances, but this will not be an easy matter as past experience indicates. 
Regrettably, the Palestinians began to deal with the Syrian regime's forces 

the way they deal with enemies. There should be a unified stand and differences 
should be forgotten so that the hands of colonialists and aliens are removed. 
When the Syrian-Israeli symbols are unified, it becomes a duty to open closed 
files. 
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EGYPT 


AL-AHRAM REACTS TO SYRIA'S ACCUSATION OF MUBARAK 
JNO50904 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 3 Mar 87 p 7 
{Editorial: "The Syrian Circus in Beirut"] 


[Text] We sympathize with the Syrian media organs which have had to use all 
the excuses kept in store to justify the stupid Syrian regime's reckless 
adventures. Each time that regime misbehaves or whenever it pursues a bad 
policy its media organs embarrass themselves by trying to make this behavior 
and policy appear reasonable. Therefore, it was not strange to see these 
organs falling into the whirlpool of deviation, stupidity, and irrationality 
when they justified the Syrian forces’ entry into West Beirut by saying that 
President Mubarak is responsible for the massacres in Lebanon. The victorious 
armed forces came to end these massacres by force because only the swords of 
the brave can abate the disputes. 


What is ridiculous is that this accusation was made by a senior supposedly 
sensible official in the Syrian regime. This official is the defense minister. 
The accusation was not made by a newspaper which aims at inciting emotions. 
The conclusion is the same--all components of the regime are governed by 
emotional instability and skulduggery. 


A sign of these traits is that the Syrian forces entered Beirut to maintain 
security under the protection of Israeli reconnaissance aircraft which ensured 
the safety of the roads. Another sign is that the Syrian artillery in 
al-Biqa’ moved to bring Beirut within its range just like the Israeli 
artillery in the Golan which moved to bring Damascus, not Rafah within its 
range. Is this compensation to the Syrian people under occupation for the 
occupacion of the Golan? It might be so. Those who are harmed raise their 
voices to ask this. 


Another sign of this emotional instability is that these forces came to disarm 
the rebels--Amal's Shi'ites, Junblatt's Druze, and the others who are disputing 
out of their love for al-Asad. However, the camps, which are suffering a 
devastating siege and where the people eat dead bodies, were not mentioned. 
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In fact the nine-point plan, which was laid down in Damascus on the Great 
Friday and in accordance with which the Damascus forces moved into Beirut, 
aims at securing the road to West Beirut from the south, where Amal's 
Shi'ites originally come from. However the Palestinian camps are also 
there. 


The last sign is that the Syrian forces posted pictures of al-Asad over 
those of Khomeyni giving the sovereignty Lebanon to another master. However 
both masters are from outside Lebanon. 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION PAPER CRITICIZES PERES CAIRO VISIT 
JN281500 Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 25 Feb 87 p 2 


[“Our Foreign Policy" column by Muhammad Sayyid Ahmad: "Suddenly, Peres in 
Cairo" ] 


[Text] Israel's foreign minister is due in Cairo today on a 2-day surprise 
visit. Observers are inclined to link the visit to a ministerial conflict in 
Israel over Mideast peace moves, specifically over an international conference. 
Prime Minister Shamir is known to refuse outright the concept of an inter- 
national conference, insisting instead on separate deals and bilateral talks 
with che Arabs. 


Foreign Minister Peres, on the other hand, does not dismiss the idea, although 
he views an international conference as more an umbrella than a substitute 

for negotiations with Arabs. The visit is taking place without the agreement 
of Shamir who is in Washington. Whereas Radio Israel reported the foreign 
minister will be meeting with President Mubarak, Cairo said Peres will be 
seeing Foreign Minister "Ismat ‘Abd-al-Majid. 


One wonders whether any agreement or conmitment Egypt may enter into with a 
country's foreign minister, who is in public disagreement with his prime 
minister, could carry any weight. Is it proper for Cairo to embroil itself 
in domestic Israeli politics and allow itself to be used by rival Israeli 
parties? Peres may make political capital of his Cairo visit at Shamir's 
expense, but Egypt's budding relations with Gulf states will not be helped, 
nor for that matter the prospect of resuming ties with Arab countries. 


Peres' Cairo visit should strengthen President al-Asad's argument that Egypt's 
opening up to Arabs is calculated to promote the Camp David accords rather 
than to establish just, comprehensive, and permanent peace in the region. 
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EGYPT 


COLUMNIST WARNS AGAINST ‘INYSRUDERS' ON NDP LISTS 
JN281514 Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 26 Feb 87 p 5 
["A Word of Love" column by Muhammad al-Hayawan] 


[Text] We participated in establishing the NDP and we must support and protect 
it. We must prevent intruders from controlling this party, exploiting its 
popularity and achievements, and capitalizing on President Mubarak's leader- 
ship of the party. We will not stop our efforts to cleanse the party of 
intruders and opportunists. We believe NDP candidates will succeed easily and, 
therefore, we insist these candidates be very clean so they can represent the 
era in which we live. 


The NDP is doing its utmost to lay down the bases of democracy. We are aware 
of this and are demanding more beci1se seekers of democracy cannot be satisfied. 
Thewefore, it is neither acceptable uor logical for the party lists to include 
some of those who confiscated freedom and democracy and tortured the masses 
during the Nasirite rule. If the NDP lists contain such names, the masses 

will be surprised and will ask: Has the NDP changed or have these people 
recognized and accepted democracy? What are the guarantees of this? 


In recent years, the NDP has made great achievements after its founder 

al-Sadat laid the foundation stones of economic freedom. Mubarak maintained 
this freedom, providing certain guarantees for it. This policy has been so 
successful that the town of 10 Ramadan has become a mecca for guests to see the 
practical results of the open-door economic policy. Therefore, it is neither 
acceptable or logical for NDP lists to contain the names of people who believe 
in and defend the closed-door policy. If such names are included NDP lists, 
people will find themselves at a loss whether to elect the NDP candidate since 
the NDP is the founder of this policy or to elect others because the party has 
changed and has started to adopt a closed-door policy because the lists contain 
some Nasirite names. 


We should not allow al-Sadat's enemies to benefit from the success of the party 
during the eras of al-Sadat and Mubarak because these enemies were expelled by 
al-Sadat. The masses will not tolerate the emergence of these people at the 
expense of the NDP and its achievements, especially since they did not contri- 
bute toward these achievements but emerged only in the end. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


ISRAELI IMPEDIMENTS TO PEACE--Cairo, 5 Mar (MENA)--In its editorial in Friday's 
edition, the newspaper AL-AKHBAR comments on a recent statement by Shim'on 

Peres on the Isiueli Knesset in which he asserted that the idea of giving up 

the West Bank is a near impossibility. The paper says: Amid the current dispute 
in Israel regarding the convention of an international peace conference and the 
sharp criticisms traded by Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhaq Shamir and Foreign 
Minister Shim'on Peres on the issue, now this terse statement by Peres comes 

to place us in utter perplexity. The paper questions whether Peres is also 
setting up a prior result or a precondition, despite the fact that he is the 
‘first supporter of holding an international conference. If this is the case, 

why hold such a conference? The paper voices the hope that Israeli officials 
will reach agreement on this matter, which now enjoys unanimous international 
approval. Otherwise, the talk about differences between the two coalition 
parties in Israel will become not a dispute about peace but will, after Peres’ 
statement, turn into a democratic farce designed to impede peace efforts. [Text] 
[Cairo MENA in Arabic 2220 GMT 5 Mar 87j /8309 


HYDROELECTRIC COOPERATION WITH SWEDEN--Cairo, 5 Mar (MENA)--Egypt and Sweden 
signed a technical cooperation agreement today. According to the agreement, 
Sweden will provide 1.5 million krones to finance technical studies for the 
establishment of an institute to train Egyptian workers and technicians to 
maintain and operate hydroelectric power plants. The heads of the electricity 
authorities in both countries signed the document. [Summary] [Cairo MENA 

in Arabic 1045 GMT 5 Mar 87 NC] /8309 


FRG DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT--Cairo 5 Mar (MENA)--Egypt and the FRG signed an 
agreement for cooperation in administrative development today. The agreement, 
which aims at raising administrative standards in the Egyptian industrial 
sector, involves the expenditure of $700,000 over 3 years. The sum will be 
provided as a grant from the FRG Government. Minister ‘Atif ‘Ubayd signed 
the agreement for Egypt, while (Rodulf Banberg), a representative of the FRG 
Government, signed for his country. [Summary] [Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1130 GMT 5 Mar 87 NC] /8309 
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ABU GHAZALAH ON MILITARY DOCTRINE--Dr ‘Ali Lutfi, the Consultative Council 
speaker, and Field Marshal Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu-Ghazalah, deputy prime 
minister and minister of defense and war production, attended the final 
session of the sixth military strategy seminar today. Field Marshal 
Abu-Ghazalah delivered a speech on the occasion in which he stressed that 
military doctrine is a scientific concept that stems from the Islamic creed, 
which defines strategic military policy. He affirmed that the Armed 

Forces’ military strategy is the correct way to develop the extensive 
capability needed by Egypt and the Arab nation to be able to deter any 
aggression. He added that there must be a unified Arab military doctrine, 
for the Arab nation is a single nation with one goal; namely, the defense 

of the Arab nation and Islam. [Text] [Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 
1230 GMT 5 Mar 87] /8309 


RADIO, TV APPOINTMENTS--Husayn ‘Anan, chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Radio and Television Union, has issued four decisions appointing 

Amin Basyuni as radio station deputy director and official in charge of news 
and political affairs, ‘'Abd-al-Salam al-Nadi as television deputy director, 
Siham Muhyi-ul-Din as news director in the radio station, and Mahmud Shukri 
al-'Adawi as news director in the television sector. [Text] [Cairo 
AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 3 Mar 87 JN] /8309 


JABIR RIZQ TRAVEL PROHIBITED--Egyptian security authorities prevented Muslim 
Brotherhood journalist and editor-in-chief of LIWA'AL-ISLAM magazine Jabir 
Rizq from traveling to the Sudan at the beginning of February to attend the 
Islamic conference organized by the European Islamic Council on the 
application of Islamic law (shari'a) in the Sudan. Salim ‘Azzam, secretary 
general of the European Islamic Council had sent the invitation to Muhammad 
Hamid Abu-al-Nasr the supreme guide of the Muslim Brotherhood who declined 
for reasons of health. He authorized Jabir Rizq to act on his behalf at 

the meeting. The latter however was prohibited from traveling to the Sudan. 
It is worth mentioning that Jabir Rizq is preparing to publish the new issue 
of the magazine LIWA' AL-ISLAM after the magazine obtained a final judgement 
in its favor. The administration obtained the issue confiscated by the State 
Security Investigation Department, and it has been distributed to the public. 
The new issue is scheduled to appear at the beginning of the coming month of 


Rajab [March]. [Text] [Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 17 Feb 87 p 17] 
/9738 
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SUDAN 


AL-AHRAM COMMENTS ON PREMIER AL-SADIQ SIDDIQ AL-MAHDI 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 18 Feb 87 p 20 


[Column by Ahmad Baha’ al-Din] 

’ 
[Text] Sudanese prime minister Sadiq al-Mahdi arrives in Cairo today. He is 
an extraordinary prime minister. Sudan's ties with Egypt are extraordinary 
ties. 
The extraordinary nature of Egyptian-Sudanese relations needs no elaboration. 

f There is no better indication of how special that relationship is than the 
cordial, spontaneous, and forgiving relations the two peoples have despite 
official practices of the authorities here and there under certain circumstances 
or most circumstances. 


Sadiq al-Mahdi is not an ordinary prime minister because he is not the type of 
prime minister who is catapulted to the fore by his portfolio then back to 
obscurity on losing his job. Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi is heir to a pedigreed 

Sudanese leadership as stable as Sudan's ragged topography. He is a leader of 
note whether he is in government, in exile where I used to see him, or in 
prison where I, naturally, could not see him.. Sixteen years under Numayri--*ho 
courted him at times, imprisoned him at times, and exiled him et other times-- 
left him more powerful than ever. The topography did not change. He was a 
young man early in the days of Numayri. He aged neither in years not in the 
capacity for intellectual development. 


It worked in his favor that Numayri's rule was "superficial" and did not 
transform Sudanese society. He paid no attention, especially in his later 
years, except to changing slogans with the frequency of changing his clothes. 
His only driving force was pathological self-admiration. His only objective 
was to remain in power. 


Al- Sadiq al-Mahdi is unique because he enjoys two characteristics that are 
seldom combined in one person: inherited leadership of a strong and deep 
traditional base in the Sudan and an evolving and open mentality capable of 
responding to all variables. He is no mere prime minister. In his person 

we do not merely address the highest Sudanese official after the council of the 
presidency. It is more important that we address this "leadership" in him 

that goes beyond official positions that come and go. He is one of the 

more important communication channels with the Sudanese people. I hope that 
discussions with him go beyond "official talks", "texts", "agreements", and 
detailed problems to deal with deep-rooted issues and with wider horizons in the 
dialogue for the present and the future. 
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AL-SADIQ AL-MAHDI INTERVIEWED BY CAIRO WEEKLY 


Cairo SAWT AL-'ARAB in Arabic 15 Feb 87 pp 2-3 





{Interview with Prime Minister al-Sadiq al-Mahdi by Yusuf al-Sharif: "The 
Ummah Party Has No Military Militias and Perhaps the Matter is Limited to the 
Smaller Parties. There Are No Differences Among Us Over All Matters Related 
to the Problem of the South"; in Khartum, date not specified] 


[Text] Dialogue with al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, the prime minister of Sudan, remained 
heated and unirterrupted for 2 hours. I told him that "the recently- 
transpired vision regarding your visit to Egypt, scheduled for this week, 
opened the way to debate over all important issues that are the subject of 
controversy and dispute on the Sudanese political scene nowadays. Therefore, 
I believe that the political and popular movement in Egypt, by virtue of the 
special relations, the eternal close ties and the common struggle and 
interests between the two countries of the Nile valley, has the right to 
present on the pages of SAWT AL-'ARAB your position or that of the coalition 
government on all these issues, especially since the opposition press is full 
of all kinds of harsh criticism regarding your promise of ready-made solutions 
to the difficult problems inherited from the al-Numayri regime and in view of 
the wide gap that exists between the ideal and the real world in terms of 
practice and accomplishment." 


[Answer] The corruption and deprivation of the al-Numayri regime intensified 
over 16 years at an increasingly qualitative and quantitative rate. The 
coalition government failed to put a stop to the decline for reasons that 
cannot be discussed at this time. But what is important now is the existing 
popular consensus in Sudan on the virtues of patience and commitment to 
national participation to stop the decline in all fields as an inevitable 
prelude to laying the foundation for the present in accordance with systematic 
plans and to anchor sound rules and principles for reform, revival and growth 
required for the future. 


[Question] There is no doubt that securing the future of the third democratic 
experience in Sudan lies in the restoration of the dissipated national unity 
in the South and the raising of the peace banners in the region, instead of 
war and the use of arms to impose one's opinion. First, what is your own 
vision of the current military situation in the South as minister of derense, 
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in addition to your overall vision of the whole problem of the South as prime 
minister? 


[Answer] At the outset, the transitional government's position on the policy 
of security in the South was ambiguous and its orientation toward a peaceful 
solution to the problem was wavering, thus enabling the rebels to take control 
of and apply military pressure on about 16 positions. They had cut off river, 
air, train and land communications between north and south Sudan and had 
threatened farms and farmers in various areas. They also stopped work at oil 
exploration projects in "Bentiu" and the almost-completed work on the Jonglei 
Canal! 


When we came to power the first thing we did was to explain clearly our policy 
of peaceful solution for the problem of the South. We took rapid steps in 
this direction and prepared an “agenda" for the conference assigned to discuss 
it in the constitutional conference. We followed a parallel line of backing 
the armed forces, not for the purpose of forcing a military solution, for this 
option was not raised, but to prevent the other side from imposing a military 
solution. As a result of the government's success in raising the combat 
efficiency and morale of the armed forces, the siege and pressure were lifted 
from 14 positions, the channels of communications were completely opened and 
farming and farmers were afforded protection in some areas! 


[Question] What is the future of work on the oil projects and the Jonglei 
Canal? 


[Answer ] Work is ready to be resumed at past levels in view of these 
projects' close link to development plans which represent our sole means of 
achieving prosperity and stability and of closing the gulf of backwardness and 
famine. This matter, however, just as it is at the core of our national will, 
the foreign American and French sides have their own opinion which we are 
waiting to hear after providing all the means of security and protection 
promised to those working on these projects. 


[Question] News agencies and military observers report a severe split in the 
ranks of the popular movement that is leading the armed rebellion under the 
command of Colonel John Garang. What new information can you add to this 
subject? 


[Answer] All the evidence confirms these reports. An extensive movement got 
under way among the rebels to put down their arms either out of a desire for 
peace or to join the armed forces to help oppose the rebellion because they 
have finally realized the futility of war as a means of solving the problem of 
the South and the lack of any justification for its continuation. All 
political forces in north and south Sudan have expressed their readiness to 
solve the problem peacefully. The problem now lies in Ethiopia's tutelage 
over the rebel movement that receives all kinds of political, military, 
economic and media support and accomodations from Ethiopia. 


[Question] Undoubtedly the popular movement enjoyed revolutionary credibility 
when it raised its slogans and demands for equity in the distribution and 
division of power among the people of unified Sudan throughout the land. Do 








you think that any of this has been achieved to further persuade the 
movement's leadership of the advantage of laying down the arms and trusting 
the government's expressed intentions to settle the problem peacefully? 


[Answer ] There is no dispute between us and the movement over all issues 
pertaining to the problem of the South: the matter of religion and state, of 
power and revolution, of Arab and African affiliation and other legacies. 
There are no obstacles impeding the dialogue and creative democratic 
discussions. Indeed, 1 can say that we have been able to convince all _ the 
Sudanese, including the knee-jerkers who had a closed mind toward the problem 
of the South, of this logic of ours, thus bringing about an awareness of 
national responsibility to accomplish a peaceful settlement based on 
conviction and commitment. I refer you to the minutes of the confessions 
given by the Garang dissidents who joined the cause of peace. They said: 
"Our grievance is against the al-Numayri regime, but al-Numayri is gone." 
Secondly, they have heard about the current' regime's extended hand to settle 
the problem of the South. Hence, there is no longer a justification to fight 
and tear Sudan apart. Why should we die for Ethiopia's goals? 


[Question] Within the framework of improving the military situation, what has 
been done to restore normal social and economic life? 


[Answer] As soon as stability was established in an area in the South, the 
government initiated efforts to normalize daily life through a congress and a 
task force, to provide the inhabitants with the necessary capabilities for 
securing food and other services and utilities. Our plan has been successful 
in reopening two-thirds of the schools and hopsitals in the Equatorial 
Province and a third in the two provinces of Bahr al-Ghazal and Upper Nile. 
Now, the plan is to alleviate the burdens of competent civilian management to 
broaden the base of normalization and to set back in motion services and other 
suspended development projects. 


[Question] But there are still sharp differences between the southern 
political leaders and the government over the executive management of autonomy 
in the South. 


[Answer] That is why we brought together all the southern political forces, 
most of which are in Khartum, and asked them to study their affairs carefully 
among themselves so as to reach a formula and an administrative and executive 
format for the South within the framework of the current military situation 
and until the "Addis Ababas" agreement is amended in light of the new 
political developments. It is clear that the agreement talks about one region 
in the South, but al-Numayri, as is generally known, divided the South into 
three regions in an arbitrary manner and the transitional government retained 
those regions while appointing a supreme executive council to manage the 
affairs of the South, thus creating a contradictory situation. 


[Question] What direction has your government taken to remove’ this 
contradiction? 


[Answer] The truth is that the Supreme Executive Council was ineffective and 
had no place in the real world. The government decided to disband it and we 
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only retained the military governors temporarily until the situation could be 
normalized. We told our southern brothers: "Let uS come to an ayreement. 
Our only interest, as northerners or the central power, is to see you agree on 
a specific thing for setting up government in the South. Do you want 3 
regions? Three it is." At any rate, this is a temporary matter until the 
planned national constitutional conference is held to discuss the future of 
+rule in Sudan. When they failed to agree, we proposed to them a compromise, 
but they disagreed on that as well, saying they needed more time to continue 
their dialogue. It seems that they have finally reached an agreement and will 
soon submit to the government their decision to keep the South divided into 3 
regions, providing that a joint supreme executive council, whose jurisdictions 
are somehow divided among themselves, is formed to exercise the power of the 
Addis Ababa agreement. This solution will allow everyone to turn to the 
process of normalization, stability and peace. 


[Question] Naturally, this course does not mean total peace in the South? 


[Answer] This is true, for we have planned for total peace through action via 
four channels: 


The first channel is "political" and is overseen by the Ministry of Peace that 
is preparing for the national constitutional conference to discuss’ the 
questions of religion and state, power and revolution and identity. 


The second channel is "security" and is the concern of the army to prevent the 
rebellion from attaining any military gains through violence. 


The "civilian" channel that allows citizens in the South to return to a normal 
life. 


The "diplomatic" channel through which we are engaged in extensive efforts to 
explain the dimensions of the problem from all angles. What is happening in 
the South is not a civil war, but rather an imported one from the standpoint 
of rebel training, financing and armament and the rebel movement's diplomatic, 
political and informational cover abroad. 


[Question] It is clear that the demand to divide the South into three regions 
enjoys great popular support from minority tribes that fear the domination and 
influence of the Dinka tribe to which John Garang belongs. How then was al- 
Nuamyri's decision to divide the South an invitation to war and insurgency? 


[Answer] Because the regime, in its orientation and conduct, was autocratic 
during the al-Numaryi rule. Therefore, any political faction, ethnic group or 
region had the right to resort to any legal or illegal means to attain its 
rights. Al-Numayri interfered in the implementation of the Addis Ababa 
agreement in an over-handed, arbitrary and oppressive fashion when he enforced 
the special article pertaining to the merger of the armed forces. 


The agreement provided that the military command in the South be equally 


Shared by the southerners for the first 5 years and the forces merged 5 years 
later. 
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[Question] Do you think that the merger of forces was the direct cause of 
the outbreak of insurgency? 


[Answer] Most certainly. For a southern soldier married to four or six 
wives faced many social and living problems when it was decided to transfer 
him to the North. Instead of dealing with this problem wisely and carefully, 
al-Numayri resorted to the implementation of the merger by force. Those who 
resisted the transfer orders were punished or expected harsh punishment, so 
they took to the woods and the insurgency was born. 


[Question] But why, in your estimation, did Ethiopia embrace the insurgency? 


[Answer] The insurgency could have been contained in a narrow sphere had 
there not been an al-Numayri who entered into a defense alliance under’ the 
American umbrella, while a counter-axis in the area, made up of Ethiopia, 
Libya and South Yemen, was in existence. This axis embraced the Garang 
movement to defy the other one. 


[Question] Al-Numayri was finished and so was the American axis with the 
outbreak of the popular uprising in April 1985, but is the insurgency still 
intensifying in the South? 


[Answer] We are expecting these practices to cease in light of the new 
political developments and the new democratic rule in Sudan that declared a 
course of neighborliness and mutual benefits with the neighbors and its 
adherence to a policy of non-alignment. Libya and South Yemen did in fact 
change their course, halting their support of the rebels. Ethiopia, however, 
continued its support from a misperception that its national interests lay in 
harming our national interests in unity, stability and peace! 


[Question] And now that he has been labeled a terrorist, an agent and an 
enemy of the aspirations of the Sudanese people following the downing of the 
civilian plane at rebel hands that claimed many innocent lives, has dialogue 
with John Garang been broken off? 


[Answer] There are many contacts with the British, the French and _ the 
Americans who have advised us of their desire to mediate. We also have the 
Clergy, like Father "Capucci" of Lebanon. We have told everyone that we had 
no objection to their role in convincing John Garang to turn toward a peaceful 
solution to the problem through democratic dialogue, providing that he adhere 
to a cease-fire to prove his good intentions after we have suffered plenty 
from his underhandedness and non-adherence to the agreements. 


[Question] I know that Egypt is playing a role in mediating a solution to the 
problem of the South. Does this role meet with satisfaction and consent? 


[Answer] Egypt has actually advised us of its desire to play such a role and 
we said "we have no objection, so be it." We said the same thing to every 
side that offered its efforts in this regard. Any contact that can achieve 
peace and national consent to the problem of the South is welcome! 
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[Question] But the Sudanese press has affirmed your refusal to delegate the 
Ministry of Peace to hold a dialogue with Garang? 


[Answer] The Ministry of Peace shall soon form a national committee of all 
Sudanese political parties to decide whether or not to resume contacts and 
dialogue with Garang so that the final word on this subject would not be 
limited to the government exclusively, in light of our repeated declarations 
of our unconditional readiness to enter into a dialogue with him on the 
problem of the South as part of the political reforms in Sudan. 


[Question] Some parties and political forces in the National Grouping see a 
need to return to the Koka/Dam agreement concluded with John Garang as a basis 
for continued poltical action toward holding the constitutional conference. 
Does the government's course differ from what was stipulated in the agreement? 


[Answer] The Ummah Party was one of the political forces that signed the 
Koka/Dam agreement. In my encounter and dialogue with John Garang during the 
recent African summit conference in Addis Ababa, we agreed that he would 
participate in the constitutional conference if certain issues pertaining to 
its convocation are accomplished: 


- That the constitutional conference's powers be expanded to include the 
discussion of the future of government in Sudan and not only the _ regional 
issue in the South. 


- That the state of emergency be abolished. We agreed to this pre-condition 
to his expressed agreement to observe the cease-fire. 


- That the September 1983 laws be repealed. This is our expressed policy. 
But the agreement concluded by the Grouping in Koka/Dam did not touch on 
alternative laws. They suggested that we go back to the pre-September laws, 
but we said no. New laws, yes. We have no objection to that. But they 
insisted on advanced knowledge of these laws before approving them, so we 
asked them to wait until we are done with the enactment of alterntive laws. 
Hence, there is no more room for disagreement on this subject. We are in 
agreement on repeal and alternative laws. 


[Question] But there is still the disagreement over the constitutional 
framework of the alternative laws, I believe. 


[Answer ] We believe that disagreement over the constitution is unwarranted. 
They are demanding the return to the 1956 constitution, as amended in 1964. 
Our interim constitution, drawn up in 1985 during the transitional period, is 
the same thing, with one difference in Article IV pertaining to the sources of 
legislation. An agreement can be reached on the wording of this article by 
expanding the sources of legislation. We all nave no objection to the 
inclusion of Christian sources or any entity that wants to be mentioned. We, 
as Muslims, have no reservations because the Islamic Shari'ah encompasses all 
the sources under "customary law" as a source of legislation! 
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[Question] And the military agreements between Sudan, Egypt and Libya, do you 
believe they are a substantive cause of disagreement between the government 
and the popular movement led by Garang? 


[Answer] This disagreement is also unwarranted because there is no agreement 
in this regard that restricts our national sovereignty and there is no 
defensive or offensive dossier towards which Sudan is biased. This is a 
foregone conclusion. 


[Question] Where is the difference, then? 


[Answer] The problem ultimately lies in the Ethiopian "veto," for practice 
and conclusive evidence have proven that Garang and his group cannot decide 
on these matters without going back to Ethiopia, which gives the green light 
only in conjunction with other matters. 


[Question] What are they? 


[Answer] Ethiopia has a large number of ethnic groups with which the regime 
has been unable to come to terms and therefore are forced into submission. I 
imagine that the current regime is planning to set up neighboring Marxist 
mini-states to back it along Ethiopia's borders with east or south Sudan and 
Somalia. It may be said that Ethiopia is worried about the current democratic 
process in Sudan and does not want it consolidated lest it should be infected 
by it. 


[Question] And it may be the Eritrean question? 


[Answer] We have presented a complete peace agreement betrween Sudan and 
Ethiopia and have repeatedly expressed our desire to exchange benefits between 
the two neighboring countries. Following my meeting with President Mengistu, 
a joint ministerial committee was supposed to be formed to discuss various 
pending issues, but, unfortunately, they have not responded. 


[Question] Does the fact that most leaders of the anti-Ethiopian regime's 
Democratic Party are taking refuge in Sudan augur reciprocal damage between 
the two countries? 


[Answer ] The situation is truly bad because the two countries no longer have 
any binding agreements between them. We say everything is open to discussion, 
anything that realizes the mutual desire for security, peace and common 
interests. But it seems that Ethiopia believes that its interest lies in 
making bad relations worse. 


[Question] In a press visit I recently made to Ethiopia, I sense some fear 
for their borders from Islam and Arabism. I heard some Ethiopian politicians 
talk about the history of the "Ahmad Gran" Islamic state that succeeded in 
spreading its domination over parts of Ethiopia and about the Turkish and 
Egyptian conquests, etc. Would you say that ancient history has an influence 
on the present strained relations between the Ethiopians and the Sudanese? 
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[Answer] We have no interest whatsoever in tearing Ethiopia apart because, 
to fragment a large country on our borders into mini-states, it would bring 
the world and foreign intervention to our borders and because every one of 
such states would inevitably have to rely on a foreign side seeking a foothold 
in the region. Sudan has no other interest than to have neighborly relations, 
understanding and cooperation with one state and a unified central authority. 
True, we will not allow Ethiopia to defeat its peoples because domestic 
colonization of ethinic groups is no longer acceptable. Therefore, we have 
called upon them to reach some kind of agreement with the Eritreans on the 
autonomy plan. This, however, does not in any way represent pre-conditions on 
our part. Anything pertaining to the circumstances and rights of Muslims in 
Ethiopia is handled in light of their weight within the Ethiopian people and 
we will not permit ourselves to force anything on the Ethiopian regime. 


[Question] Do you think that the Soviets have a hand in Ethiopia's 
intransigent position toward Sudan? 


[Answer] Sudan in the al-Numayri era was used in hostility against the 
Soviets and receiving funds for this hostility from the Americans. After the 
popular uprising, the course of dependency was brought to an end and we 
declared a policy of non-alignment. All our relations with the Soviets had 
been severed, but we have re-established them on the political, diplomatic and 
trade levels. During my visit to the Soviet Union, we presented to them our 
perception of peace in the Horn of Africa. They expressed their readiness to 
work toward mending the rift in our relations with Ethiopia and settling the 
problem of the South. But so far, we have not seen any positive role by the 
Soviets in this regard commensurate with their weight as a superpower or with 
their interests in the Horn of Africa. This opens the door wide to accusing 
the Soviets of negativism and that the rebellion in the South suits their 
interests. And although I do not claim congruity between Mengistu's and the 
Soviet positions, I nonetheless cannot deny that they have a big hand in 
Ethiopia and its policies. 


[Question] When the al-Numayri regime was accused of forging an alliance 
with the local communists and close relations with the Soviets, the powers 
that backed the Anyanya organization, the leader of the rebellion in the 
South, were at the time America, Israel, the World Council of Churches and the 
Haili Selassie regime. Now, after al-Numayri turned against the communists 
and the Soviets and the Sudanese people turned against his regime and anchored 
the landmarks of a national progressive democratic system, has there been a 
shift in the powers that are backing the second rebellion led by John Garang? 


[Answer] Today, alas, the same afore-mentioned powers, plus the Soviets, are 
allied, their contradictions notwithstanding, in supporting the rebellion. 
They may have perceived that Sudan represents an Arab Islamic power that must 
be eclipsed and prohibited from having cultural and civilizational links with 
Africa. We do not contend the existence of a clear alliance on a_ specific 
position, but the missionaries, for example, may have moved to support the 
rebels after al-Numayri gave the world the wrong idea that Islam was 
subjugating the Christians. This is one thing. In this connection, we 
explained the real situation to the Pope and to all the world church 
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organizations. Israel too believes that growth and stability in any Arab 
Islamic region ultimately poses a danger to it. 


[Question] Perhaps the heated battle in Sudan over the retention, replacement 
or amendment of Islamic laws has given the world the impression that 
Christianity and the Christians in Sudan and Africa are threatened, 
particularly since you recently allowed a number of Turkish, [Iranian and 
Pakistani Islamic theologians to be brought in to examine the Islamic 
experience. You have also allowed the holding of an expanded conference 
financed by Islamic banks for this purpose. Was this not the job of Sudanese 
theologians who include ulemas, imams and legists, especially since al-Azhar 
University [in Cairo] used to have a Sudanese vice-rector? 


[Answer ] Sudan is an oasis for democracy open to all viewpoints and 
judgments. Whereas the West claims democracy, it wants it to be limited to 
its people only because Third World adoption of democracy is not always in 
its interest and may turn into hostility in view of the West's exploitation of 
people under old and neo-colonialism. 


(The problem of the South and its ramifications had taken up most of the time 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi had alloted for his interview with SAWT AL-'ARAB. The 
credibility of the democratic process in Sudan, as the distinguishing 
framework of the regime's political practices, was another focus of the 
interview. ) 


[Question ] I recall listening to the first political speech delivered next 
to Imam al-Mahdi's shrine after the popular uprising in which you directed 
your words to the military personnel who joined the people in overthrowing the 
al-Numayri regiile. You said all was forgiven because "those things that are 
good remove those that are evil," as though you intended to lead a reprisal 
against all those who had allied themselves with the former regime. Now you 
are accused of holding grudges against those politicians who cooperated with 
al-Numayri because of your proposed constitutional amendments which your 
adversaries view as a way of imposing a civilian dictatorship in Sudan? 


[Answer] There is not a single constitution in any country in the world that 
does not accord the executive power the right to issue temporary orders in the 
absence of parliament. So did we come up with anything new when we corrected 
the deficiency by removing the flaw in the interim constitution that lacked 
this provision without which the executive power would have been nullified, 
thus rendering the legislative power the sole ruler. Hence, those who were 
apprehensive or skeptical about this ammendment are in fact the ones who want 
to bring civilian dictatorship to Sudan, for they want it an impotent 
democracy as though bearing out the saying "it infected one with its disease 
and slinked away." 


[Question] The constitutional amendment allowing the government to remove the 
vestiges of the former regime has been infected with the civilian dictatorship 
disease as well? 


[Answer ] Current laws include provisions guaranteeing the survival of 
corruption and depravation without accountability or punishment. The 
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constitutional amendment in this regard has correction criteria. For 
example, a person found guilt of torturing another person in his capacity as 
a security officer or by virtue of his leading position, or abused his 
position for political or material gain, must be held accountable. This is 
impossible for the government to enforce under current laws. Indeed, the 
government cannot even transfer an employee from one place to another because 
it can be taken to court and would lose the case under these laws. Another 
example is that the allowances and benefits of every minister who filled a 
position in the former regime are still in force and protected by current 
laws. Therefore, how can the government exercise its responsibilities in 
removing the May vestiges as one of the demands of the popular uprising if we 
fail to replace the current laws with new ones? 


[Question] During the transition, the issue of political parties possessing 
arms and forming private military militias was raised. What facts does’ the 
government have about this time bomb danger threatening the democratic 
experience? 


[Answer ] Undoubtedly, the spread of arms in Sudan is a problem. Countries 
around us are ablaze in war, and the borders are vast and open. The exodus 
of political refugees to our land often entails the smuggling of arms. to 
Sudan, and whereas the new national security agency has not yet risen to the 
required level, I can, nonetheless, assure you that domestic security forces 
have their eyes open and are watching this matter with vigilance and 
responsibility. 


[Question] How true are the rumors about the Ummah Party forming military 
militia squads? 


[Answer] This used to be true during the opposition to the al-Numayri regime 
when groups of partisans left the country and carried arms to overthrow the 
rule in 1976 under the leadership of Colonel Muhammad Nur Sa'il. Those have 
been totally absorbed into agricultural and production projects. People in 
general do not turn to military training and the bearing of arms except under 
duress when they are compelled to employ the tactic of toppling dictatorial 
regimes by force. I deny this charge against the Ummah Party and other 
parties that enjoy broad grass-root support. However, minority parties may 
have resorted to this tactic to get to power. The guarantee in Sudan lies in 
democracy. I often wonder who can undertake such a crazy action. Even if the 
perpetrator were to get to power, he would find himself besieged by the 
masses’ consciousness and rejection of this essentially non-democratic rule, 
thus giving such gains a bitter taste. Sixteen years of banned political 
parties during the al-Numayri era and the incarceration of their leaders 
failed to undermine their popularity, their attractiveness, their orientations 
and their programs. It is difficult to wean Sudan off liberties and the 
exercise of freedoms. 


[Question] Some claim that Sudan still needs to abandon liberal democratic 
formulas and courses that prevailed in Europe in the 19th century and that 
Sudan's devastating economic and social problems are in dire need of socialist 
democracy that guarantees justice, equal opportunities and... 
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[Answer ] (Interrupting and raising his voice in protest) Anyone who says 
this has no understanding of the Sudanese democratic experience. We call for 
democracy and balance, not only economic, social and political, but also 
ethnic, religious and cultural balance as well. Liberal democracy will surely 
fail if left hanging in the air. Its social dimension, however, is its 
artery to life, survival and growth. In Sudan we add the "provincial" 
dimension that fulfills the equitable distribution of wealth and power 
throughout the land. Otherwise, the result would be definite problems and 
disagreements. It is the task of the national constitutional conference to 
clear up matters related to all these dimensions and concepts that represent 
Sudan's spirit, traditions and heritage. Our society has never known the 
caste system and its ugly discrimination. Education, medical treatment and 
military service are open to all citizens without regard to rank, origin, 
ethnic background or tribal affiliation. Socialism used to be al-Numayri's 
twisted non-socialism and the public sector used to cover 40 percent of the 
state budget, but suddenly it turned into a private one and a burden on the 
state. 


[Question] Today Sudan has sharp class differences between the haves and have 
nots? 


[Answer] This is true and is the product of the parasitic capitalist classes 
that were the byproducts of the al-Numayri era. This matter, in our 
estimation, calls for elimination of the May economic vestiges and the 
establishment of the principles of the “social contract" in Sudan. This year, 
we undertook an enormous and serious effort aimed at the redistribution of 
income between urban and rural areas and the haves and have nots. We have 
denied the banks and the userers most of the profits they used to realize from 
buying the crop at half price in exchange for credit facilities to farmers to 
finance their agribusiness. The government stepped in to buy the maximum 
amount of crops at the actual price while providing farmers with production 
facilities and credit sources, thus doing away with the black market, userers 
and middlemen! 


[Question] Under the economic open-door policy, it is evident that Islamic 
banks have played a role in illegal gains detrimental to the national economy 
at the expense of the poor and middle class in Sudan. What is your position 
toward them in light of your move to eliminate the May vestiges? 


[Answer] By riding the open-door policy wave, banks and companies were able 
to engage in endless manipulations. Now, extensive investigations are under 
way with these banks that exploited the Sudanese people in a repugnant manner. 
We are now working to regulate their activity and watch their deviations; the 
Same thing goes for the private sector. The fact is that dozens of parasitic 
millionaires were created during the last 10 years of the al-Numayri regime 
and there is no doubt that economic regulation and rationalization in the 
private sector is an extremely difficult proposition, especially since we are 
working under a democratic system that allows give and take. There is, 
however, a general national tendency to render the public sector productive 
and able to be at the helm of economic growth and development. 
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[Question] Regarding Sudan's foreign debts of about $10 billion, how are you 
tackling this difficult problem in light of Sudan's frail productivity and 
limited export capacities? 


[Answer] First, we question most of these debts because they do not’ meet 
all legal procedures. For example, Sudan is required to settle a $20 million 
debt. On what legal grounds? We soon discovered that it was merely a telex. 
These were imaginary debts which we will not pay. There are loans obtained 
by a political deal between the former regime and certain parties. These 
too we will not pay. There are joint debts with some countries that were 
politically biased toward al-Numayri, enabling him to obtain easy loans with a 
view to binding Sudan with the shackles of dependency. We contend that Sudan 
was not the sole offender, but was joined by two other sides. We are now in 
the process of reviewing all debts to determine which ones we owe so_ that 
they may be repaid in accordance with our economic and growth situation and 
our ability to pay up using a fixed part of our export revenues. It is unfair 
for democracy to pay for the mistakes of the dictatorship with which the 
creditors dealt! 


[Question] The modernization of Islam of which we spoke much in your 
writings, does it have application in the real Sudanese political life today? 


[Answer] No doubt Islamic though has developed considerably in Sudan. If you 
look at the National Islamic Front charter on the problem of the South, you 
find a significant shift in their way of thinking. 


[Question] You announced to the Arabs and Muslims good omens of a Sudanese 
mediation to bring the Iran-Iraq war to an end. But your mission in Tehran 
achieved nothing more than opening a Sudanese embassy there and the release of 
some Sudanese prisoners. Is there a conflict and disagreement between your 
Ummah Party and the Unionist Party over partiality to Iraq or Iran? 


[Answer] We did not say mediation, but rather a new perspective that may 
narrow the gap between the two parties. This is a long and complex subject 
which I do not wish to discuss right now. 


[Question] (His secretary had entered to call him to a cabinet meeting): One 
last question. What is your story with the Egyptians? 


[Answer] (long laugh) What story? 


[Question] Some people call you the “awaited Mahdi" or the "not-awaited 
Mahdi" in view of your repeated promises to visit Egypt and your change of 
mind at the last minute. 


{ Answer ] (laughing together) In any case, we have gained a new title. I 
believe that a visit now is appropriate in light of the progress made by the 
joint committee of the two ruling coalition parties in charting Sudan's vision 
of the brotherhood charger governing present and future relations between the 
two peoples in a way that guarantees growth and prosperity on the road to 
common interests based on fixed strategic rules and precepts unaffected by the 
rulers’ whim and the change of regimes in Sudan and Egypt. 











[Question] Do you intend to present this charter to the political parties and 
popular organizations on your visit to Egypt? 


[Answer] First of all, it will be debated upon its completion by the ruling 
parties in Egypt and Sudan and, thereafter, will be put forth for discussion 
and extensive political and popular debate. Then begins the process of 
crystallization and drafting in preparation for its announcement and the 
initiation of a new phase of relations between the two countries that can 
uproot the mistakes of the past and build a better future for the people of 
the Nile Valley. 


[Question] Thank you Mr al-Sadiq. We have many expectations and we are 


optimistic. 


12502 
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SUDAN 


ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF DISCUSSES EFFORTS TO CONTAIN REBELS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 7 Feb 87 p 4 


[Interview with Gen. ‘Abd-al-'Azim Siddig Muhammad, Army Chief of Staff, by 
Ahmad al-Shamari: "General Siddiq Says Military Cooperation Between Sudan 
and Kuwait Goes Back a Quarter of a Century; We Have No Military Presence in 
Iraq, Only Volunteer Residents; We Control the Main Airports in Malakal, 
Jubah, and Waw"] 


[Text] Ethiopia provides rebels in southern Sudan with a great measure of 
armaments and aid as well as with moral and material support, asserted Gen. 
"Abd al-'Azim Siddiq Muhammad, chief of staff of Sudanese armed forces. 


He pointed out that several foreign entities have conspired to aidthe rebels 
under the guise of relief. He said in an exclusive and comprehensive 
interview with AL-QABAS that Brithish imperialism played a major and obvious 
role in aggravating the problem of the south and that Sudanese forces were 
able last year to destroy five camps of a 1,000 rebels each and to control 
the main airports in Malakal, Jubah, and Waw. 


Gen. Siddiq lauded Sudanese-Kuwaiti military relations which he said go back 
a quarter of a century. He said there is total coordination and a complete 
exchange of expertise between Kuwaiti and Sudanese forces. 


The Sudanese chief of staff denied that his country provides Iraq with 
military assistance against Iran, explaining that a quarter of a million 
Sudanese live in Iraq and that a large number of them have volunteered to serve 
in Iraqi armed forces. 


He said the issue of burying U.S. nuclear waste in the Sudan is now closed 
after several attempts were made under the old regime. 


Following are his answers to questions put to him yesterday by AL-QABAS. 
[Question] Prime Minister al-Sadiq al-Mahdi said recentlythat the problem of the 


south is being resolved and that government forces are now in pu.suit of the last 
remnants of rebel forces. Does this mean that the problem will soun be over? 
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[Answer] Certainly not. There are reservations before we bring the curtain 
dowr on this problem. This is an old problem and British imperialism played 

a major role in aggravating it. Efforts are currently under way towards a 
negotiated peaceful settlement but government forces are still being engaged 

by the rebels. The latest such battle took place in equatorial Bur which 

which was besieged by rebel forces for almost a year before government forces 
were able 31 September to lift the siege, destroy five rebel camps each of which 
operated by an infantry division ranging in force from 800 to 1,000 men. 


Assistance to the Rebels 


[Question] Foreign assistance in general, and Israeli help in particular, were 
the main reason for the war's persistance in southern Sudan. How was the present 
national government able to stop the flow of arms to the rebels across the borders 
of certain African countries? Did the government of Ethiopia stop supporting 

the rebelion in the south? 


[Answer] Unfortunately we have been unable as yet to plug up all the leaks 
through which arms flow to the rebels. The borders are long and the topography 
is ditficult. There are very many crossings from Ethiopia to the Sudan. The 
ease of crossing enables the rebels to infiltrate and gather in i.arge numbers 
to hurt the natives and pilfer their belongings. They are challenged by the 
armed forces and face very strong resistance from the natives, especially in 
the equatorial region. Ethiopia still provides moral and material support 

as well as arms and supplies. But Ethiopia is not the only supplier. Many 
foreign countries have conspired to do the same under the guise of religion 
and relief but most certainly provide aid tothe rebels. 


Addis Ababa Accord 


[Question] The Addis Ababa accord with the rebels signed by the previous 
government in July of 197l--is it still applicable especially vis-a-vis the 
union of the three southern provinces, amnesty, the election of a people's 
council for the south, and allowing southerners in the armed forces? 


[Answer] This is a political question that is not within my competence as a 
military man but the Addis Ababa accord has served its purpose. These days, 
under the current democratic climate in the Sudan, it is up to the citizens to 
choose the manner in which to serve themselves. It is up to them to decide 
whether they desire one province or two or thvee. 


[Question] Geographical and political factors in the south figured prominently 
in obstructing the destruction of the rebellion. How does the revolutionary 
government deal with that? 


[Answer] Topography and weather certainly have a tremendous effect on 
military operations. The military use the dry season for jamming [Tashwih] and 
stepping up offensive operations. Fall brings fewer operations as roads 
become more difficult and we have to depend on land patrols. Governors and 
[local] rulers are embarking on a large scale program to enlighten the citizenry 
and have found a great measure of, if not total, responsiveness especially in 
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the equatorial region where the citizens formed youth militias to protect 
their women and belongings from the rebels. 


[Question] The rebel's latest war against the government was to starve the 
south. Has this war ended and how? 


[Answer] They actually resorted to highway robbery using antiaircraft " 
weapons and ambushes along the river. We in the armed forces are making 

tremendous efforts to protect airports and landing strips and keep them open. 

Major airports in Malakal, Jubah, and Waw are being constantly secured by a 

very large contingent of soldiers. The rebels do not get an opportunity to 

interfere with air traffic. Protecting night steamships requires much effort. 

It is a rare night trip from Kosti to Malakal that does not see several 

engagements with the rebels but we always defeat and scatter them and deliver 

the supplies to the inhabitants and the soldiers in regions of the south. 


Relations With Kuwait 


[Question] Please tell us about military relations between Sudan and Kuwait. 

At what stage are they? What transpired during your talks with defense minister 
Shaykh Salim al-Sabah and the chief of staff during you meetings with them in 
Kuwait? 


[Answer] Military ties between Sudan and Kuwait are certainly old and go back 
more than a quarter of a century. I personally am pleased and honored to have 
taught for some 3 years at the Kuwaiti military academy. I have not lost 
touch with my sons the students who are now high-ranking officers. We still 
trade experiences and we receive from them a great deal of attention and help. 
We are in constant touch in order to coordinate especially in training for 
military academies and war colleges. 


[Question] How do you plan to develop and modernize the Sudanese army? Was a 
Soviet arms deal discussed during al-Sadiq al-Mahdi's recert visit to Moscow? 


[Answer] Our development plan for the armed forces was laid in several 

stages the most important and basic of which is to review the rules and 
regulations. We strive seriously to develop a capable, disciplined, and 
efficient armed forces. The political leadership is tapping our sister countries, 
then the friendly ones, including Moscow, for modern technology and armaments. 

In armament we do not limit ourselves to a certain country or a certain weapon. 


[Question] Is there military coordination between Egypt and the Sudan in light 
of the complementarity between the two nations? 


[Answer] There is a joint defense agreement between Egypt and the Sudan which 
was originally drawn to ward off any foreign aggression against either. The 
nature of relations with Egypt negates the need for agreement and details. We 
can say that long-standing neighborliness, relations, and traditions make 
military cooperation a matter of course. 


[Question] How do you view the Iraq-Iran war after the recent escalation? 
Does Sudan provide Iraq with military assistance? In what form and to what 
degree? 
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[Answer] Our position vis-a-vis the Iraq Iran war is two pronged--political 
and military. Politically speaking, the prime minister and the minister of 
defense are using their good offices to bring the Muslim warring parties closer 
together. Militarily, we have no official presence in Iraq but there are very 
large numbers of Sudanese citizens, about a quarter of a million, who live in 
sister Iraq. Some of them volunteered to serve in the Iraqi armed forces. 


[Question] What about U.S. nuclear waste disposal on Sudanese soil? 


[Answer] This is now a dead issue. There were mere attempts made during the 
old regime. 


[Question] Has there ever been a direct confrontation between Sudanese and 
Ethiopian forces especially that Ethiopia supports Sudanese dissidents? 


[Answer] We emphasize that Ethiopia extends all kinds of aid to the mutinous 
rebels in the belief that Sudan supports the Eritrean revolution with arms and 
training which is absolutely not true. We had no direct military engagements 
with Ethiopia but Eritrean revolutionary forces do carry out some military 
operations inside Ethiopia and Ethiopian forces sometimes chase them into 
Sudanese territory which could result in engagements and penetration of air 
space. Several such incidents took place in actuality. 
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SUDAN 


PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER, HEAD OF STATE COUNCIL MEMBER PROFILED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 9 Feb 87 p 6 


{Article by Nihal Shukri: “Member of the Head of State Council and Minister of 
Sudanese Works to AL-AHRAM: Egyptian Democratic Development Increases’ the 
Cohesion of the Two Peoples" ] 


[Text] The representative elections in Sudan cleared the way for a number of 
national cadres and leaders who gained the support and acceptance of the 
Sudanese masses, among whom is Mr Muhammad al-Hasan ‘Abdallah Yasin, member of 
the Sudanese Head of State Council, and Mr Muhammad Tahir al-Jilani, minister 
of works and public facilities and member of the Founding Association in 
Sudan. These two visited Egypt for a week, during which they met with 
official Egyptian leaders, Dr Yusif Wali, the assistant secretary of the 
National Party, and the chemist ‘Abd-al-Hadi Qandil, minister of oil. 


At the end of the visit, they talked about Egyptian-Sudanese relations, the 
Brotherhood Accord the southern Sudan issue, and the holding of the 
constitutional conference. 


First of all, Mr Muhammad al-Hasan ‘Abdallah Yasin, member of the Sudanese 
Head of State Council, insisted that the visit had been extremely sucessful 
inamuch as he met with Dr Yusif Wali, secretary-general of the National Party 
and reviewed with him certain small problems that he solved immediately. An 
agreement was made to increase the number of Sudanese students at the 
University of Cairo and its branch in Khartoun. In addition, they worked on 
the dispatch of 15 Egyptian doctors in various specialties to the Kordofan 
region and the participation of Egypt in assigning professors to a scientific 
institute that will be established in Sudan. 


With regard to their meeting with the minister of oil, Mr Muhammad Tahir al- 
Jilani said that an agreement was reached with him on Egypt's assistance to 
Sudan in developing the refinery in Port Sudan for the production of asphalt 
and also for Egypt's assistance in preparing the infrastructure in Sudan in 
this sector and others so that Sudan may achieve self-sufficiency and not have 
to resort to its past method of in-kind assistance. 


Future Look at Mutual Relations: 
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Concerning their new vision of future Egyptian-Sudanese relations, the 
Sudanese minister of Works and Public Facilities said: Egyptians must update 
their knowledge of the Sudan, in view of the existence of many changes. 
Egyptians of the 1980s and the Egyptians of new democratic parties and modern 
economic structures must have a new view of Sudan. 


He stressed the inalterability of the relations between the two peoples 
because of their common past history and common interests. He also stressed 
that the relations between the two countries could not be avoided or 
decreased. 


He added: However, relations in the previous period of individual rule in 
Sudan were characterized by the existence of big phrases in which emotions 
prevailed without the existence of true depth, a fact which led to things 
losing their true value. 


He continued, saying: After the uprising in Sudan, it was imagined that 
relations would be in a new scientific framework that included true interests 
and concerns common to the two peoples, especially in the economic and 
cultural areas and various other fields. 


Characteristics of the New Relations 


He further clarified his thinking, saying, "I think that the new relations 
must be fixed and be characterized by the exchange of mutual interests. 
Despite the relations of dominance in the past, there was a veil between the 
two peoples. However, now, when popular authority in Sudan protested, 
relations became true ones and not relations in name only." 


He mentioned that the Sudanese appreciate the historic role of Egypt with 
Sudan. However, at the same time, they believe that our relations must be 
relations for the benefit of both the Egyptian and Sudanse peoples. 


Why the Brotherhood Accord? The dialogue led us to wonder about’ the 
brotherhood pact that was being prepared in Sudan to be presented to the 
Sudanese parties. It is believed that it will include the relations in their 
new aspect between the two countries. What is the difference between it and 
the Integration Pact. The Sudanese minister of works answered, saying: The 
Integration Pact was real on paper only; it could not be achieved within the 
framework of the political climate that prevailed in Sudan in the shadow of 
individual rule and tne aversion of the free leaders to participating in 
anything. Thus, all the pacts that were created in that climate existed in 
isolation and were created under particular circumstances that do not apply to 
us now. 


He added: I think that the best thing about the Brotherhood Accord is the fact 
that it is actually practiced and that there is real benefit from it. It 
represents an absorption of the abilities of the two peoples into an 
administrative framework and specialized cadres. We want it to be a practical 
thing with credibility in its application and to remain far from marketing, 
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promises, and being sold to the highest bidder, so that it may express a deep, 
scientific and all-encompassing relationship for the profit of the two 
countries. 


He pointed out the importance of proceeding slowly in the preparation of this 
pact so that its goal would be achieved. However, there is no doubt that it 
holds a prominent position among the concerns of the Sudanese people. 


Democratic Vision of Egypt Increases the Cohesion of the Two Peoples 


With regard to the recent democratic development in Egypt, the Sudanese 
minister of works said that that democratic development would increase’ the 
bonds and cohesion on the both mass and party levels between the two peoples 
and that the Democratic Union Party in Sudan has an Arab nationalist direction 
that coincides with many Arab parties. As a democratic union party, we are 
Suited to fusing with the democratic parties that represent the broad bases in 
the Arab world, such as the National Democratic Party in Egypt. 


He continued: We follow the Egyptian parties of the Arab, Islamic and 
nationalist tendency and the strategies with regard to Arab culture. Our 
coming to Egypt is a part of this tendency. At the Islamic Conference in 
Kuwait, we met with the Egyptian leadership and we were among those who worked 
to support and welcome Egyptian participation in the conference. 


When Will the Constitutional Conference Be Held? 


Concerning the date of the convocation of the constitutional convention in 
Sudan and the state of the problem of southern Sudan, Mr Muhammad Tahir al- 
Jilani said that the problem of southern Sudan was in reality a political 
problem and not, as some people thought, a racial or religious problem. It is 
rather a general problen. If there nad been a democratic situation before in 
Sudan, this problem would have been settled. 


He added: I believe that the problem of ruie in Sudan and the particiaption of 
the various regions in it and the problem of the distribution of national 
wealth are matters that it is expected will be discussed in the constitutional 
conference. They are issues that concern all Sudanese in the various regions. 
The Sudanese are calling for balanced development and greater participation in 
the administration of the country. 


He continued: The southerners now do not want to secede; they want to 
participate more in the administration of the country. Therefore, the problem 
has become the problem of the entire Sudan. There must be a new constitution 
that defines the kind of government and the distribution of wealth in the 
country. He indicated that the current Ministry of Peace is continuing its 
contacts for the preparation of the constitutional convention. It is expected 
that the constitutional conference will be held during the first half of this 
year. 


He added: It is also expected that the general conference of the Union Party 


will be held next April, since the preparation of the organizational 
structures of the party and its by-laws have been completed. The Democratic 
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National Party of Egypt will participate by sending a delegation led by Mr 
Kamal al-Shadhli, the assistant secretary of the party, to the conference. 


Visit of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi is a thrust toward Mutual Relations 


With regard to the expected visit of Mr al-Sadiq al-Mahdi, the Sudanese prime 
minister, to Egypt on next 18 February, the Sudanese minister of works said: 
This visit will give a positive thrust to Egyptian-Sudanese relations and to 
the Arab and Islamic world, because the relations of the two countries 
represent a center of gravity in the circle of the Arab, Islamic and African 
worlds. 


He added: I would like to say that the new view of the relations between the 
two countries, whether among the youth, the intellectuals or the government in 
the two coutnries, has become clear. The visit comes at the appropriate time, 
when matters have achieved a firm equilibrium. We all wish it to be crowned 
by success. 


13292 
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SUDAN 


DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF STATE COUNCIL INTERVIEWED 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 25 Feb-3 Mar 87 p 29 


[Interview with Idris al-Banna, deputy chairman of the Sudanese State Council, 
by Muhammad Ahmad Hisham: "Disagreements Between the Ummah Party and the DUP 
Are Rumors"; Khartoum, date not given] 


[Text] Idris al-Banna, deputy chairman of the Sudanese State Council, 
chairman oof the Islamic-Christian Peace Committee, chairman of the 
coordinating committee between the two ruling coalition parties (the Ummah 
Party and the DUP), anda member of the political office of the Ummah Party, 
is considered one of the outstanding moderate personalities in the Sudan 
today. His name has taken on major importance of late after he was entrusted 
with the job of coordinating between the two ruling parties after a wave of 
disagreements that almost exploded the political situation in Khartoum. 


AL-MAJALLAH met al-Banna in Khartoum in an interview that dealt with the 
administration of the South, the destiny of the ruling coalition, and 
relations with Egypt. 


[Question] Some southern political parties have described the creation of the 
Southern Administration Council as a violation of the constitution and have 
announced that they will go to court. What is your evaluation of such an 
announcement? 


[Answer] After extensive and lengthy discussions among the southern political 
parties, the formation of the Southern Council was announced, purely at the 
desire and wish of these parties. There was no interference, as some allege, 
from any quarter. After being sworn in, it will become a government for the 
South. The personalities who have taken the oath are accounted responsible for 
administering the South and are carrying out their role in the most’ thorough 
manner. What Mr Matthew Abor, chairman of the Southern Council, has announced 
about the functions and attitudes of the council expresses the attitudes of 
the state and the desire of the Sudanese people, nortn and south, 

to prepare for the constitutional convention and to seek to end the war going 
on in the South, spread confidence, and work to provide relief in the entire 
southern Region. Talk about a violation of the constitution involved in the 














creation of the council is incorrect, inasmuch as elections in the South have 
basically not been completed. Furthermore, this council is a_ transitional 
council. 


[Question] Are there functions other than security and relief that have been 
entrusted to this council? 


[Answer] The important thing is that this council be capable of carrying out 
these functions and of setting a sound economic policy, taking care of budgets 
and reviewing proposals in the South. It has to be capable of playing the 
major serious role in stopping the rebellion, eliminating it, and removing the 
tribes sympathetic to the rebellion movement. It must bring relief to the 
damaged areas, avoiding any corrupting influences, since it is being said that 
relief material is being sold in Khartoum and is not reaching those who have 
been hurt in the South. This is what we expect from the new Southern Council, 
inasmuch as_ the Sudan today is a Sudan of freedom and democracy and differs 
from all previous approaches. The new Sudan will show no mercy toward any 
official, whatever his position, who offends against anyone's right. 


[Question] As chairman of the Islamic-Christian Peace Committee, what are the 
accomplishments that the committee has achieved? 


{Answer} In the context of its basic functions represented in the spreading 
of peace in the Sudan and, specifically, in the Southern Region, the Peace 
Committee has had several meetings with rulers of the Dinka and the Maysiriyah 
(southern tribes) to resolve the existing dispute between the two tribes and 
has reached good results. In light of this, a plan for cooperation between 
the two has been laid down. The committee will go to the region shortly to 
investigate the situation there. The committee has also transported large 
quantities of relief material to Bahr al-Ghazal before the coming rainy 
season. 


[Question] Do you expect this committee to give support to the new Southern 
Council, and how? 


[Answer] We have to move positively to help this council. The committee will 
move in all areas and make visits to the southern regions to investigate their 
problems. 


[Question] Does the coordinating committee you head between the two coalition 
parties have a connection with the conflict going on between the parties and 
the call by some people for a breakup of the coalition? 

[Answer] There are no disagreements between the two coalition parties, the 
Ummah Party and the DUP. The coordinating committee was created to do away 
with these rumors and to confirm the strength of the coalition. The function 
of this committee is to hasten to implement many matters that have not been 
implemented and that were contained in the pact signed between the two 
parties. 


[Question] How is that to be? 


[Answer] Nothing but good performance in all constitutional bodies can 
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protect the coalition, and this is causing us to hasten to carry out’ the 
requirements of the Sudanese people. The committee has laid down an official 
popular plan at the bipartisan level to counteract those who attack the 
coalition and to do_ so by all legitimate means within the framework of 
democracy and freedom. There is no doubt that the two ruling parties are 
capable of meeting this challenge. 


[Question] How would you describe the military situation in the South now? 


[Answer ] The army has fully performed its role in doing away with the 
rebellion and its pockets. It completely controls the situation. Because of 
its policing activity, food is reaching the South by all land, river, and 
railway routes. 


[Question] What is the thinking currently proposed by the two parties for 
Egyptian-Sudanese relations? 


[Answer ] The Brotherhood Pact that has been proposed as an alternative for 
dealings between the two countries can be considered to have particular 
importance for the future of relations. Egypt has supported all steps in this 
direction that works toward strengthening the relation between the two peoples 
and governments. The pact represents a way of strengthening relations in 
accordance with new thinking that serves the interest of both parties. 


[Question] Egyptian mediation between the Sudan and Ethiopia has_ been 
mentioned as a possibility. What is your position? 


[Answer] From the beginning, we have proclaimed a good neighbor policy. The 
step Egypt has taken is acceptable and good. We hope there will be a firm 
desire on the part of Ethiopia to strengthen relations with the Sudan and stop 
supporting the rebellion movement. In general, the Sudan does not oppose any 
friendly mediation aimed at stopping the bloodshed in the South. In the past, 
Kenya expressed its determination to enter as a mediator between the Sudanese 
government and the rebellion movement, but nothing significant took place in 
the matter. 
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ISRAEL 


STATISTICS ON ARAB STUDENTS IN ISRAELI UNIVERSITIES 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 12 Jan 87 p 13 


[Text] Those rendered homeless following the usurpation of Palestine in 1984 
went their way leaving the Palestinian masses at home without any kind of for- 
mal educational institutions to maintain educational standards or cultivate the 
new generations. Zionism, meanwhile, continued to pursue its plan to mold them 
into woodmen and water-carriers, to quote the statement by the prime minister's 
advisor on Arab affairs who declared in the sixties: "It would have been 
better had there been no Palestinian students. If they had remained woodmen 
and water-carriers they might have been easier to govern." (HA'ARETZ 4 April 
1961). 


There were very few schools at the time, mostly concentrated in the large 

cities. Secondary education was not available in Arab villages while 
academic learning was limited to youngsters from wealthy families who went 
abroad to complete their studies. In the early years of Israel's eatablish- 
ment dozens of students managed to gain admission to universities, especially 
the University of Jerusalem and Tachnion Institute in Haifa. The trend 
towards university education was. sparked by numerous changes namely the estab- 
lishment and geographical distribution of universities. Apart from the 
University cf Jerusalem and the Tachnion Institute, the universities of Bar 
Ilan, Tel Aviv, Beersheba and Haifa were founded, all of which created condi- 
tions favoring enrollment of a substantial number of Palestinian students. 
Furthermore, there was a growing number of secondary schools being opened up 
in the villages thanks to the struggle of the Palestinian masses. The number 
of post-primary students rose substantially from 3,115 in 1965 to 20,000 in 
1978. The number of twelfth-graders rose from 258 in 1965 to 385 in 1967. 
The increasing number of students awarded high school diplomas resulted in a 
growing number of Palestinian students being enrolled in Israeli universities. 
The 268 enrolled in 1966 had, by 1978, increased to 22,000 in addition to the 
300 students who were accepted by post-high school institutes, such as the 
Teachers’ Training College and the hundreds of graduates who travelled abroad 
to complete their university education in eastern and west European universi- 
ties. 


The growing number of university students led to an increased percentage of 
graduates and professionally qualified individuals. Between 1961 and 1971 
some 328 Palestinian students had been awarded university degrees by Israeli 
higher education institutions, compared to six in 1961 and 82 in 1971. 
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According to estimated figures, by 1978, about 2,000 students had been awarded 
university degrees by Israeli and foreign universities. A study carried out 
by Tel Aviv University's Shiloah Center for Middle Eastern Studies, showed the 
number of academically qualified Palestinians at an annual rate of 250 to 350 
graduates by the late seventies and early eighties. Dr. Emil Toma said: 
"Israel's rulers obviously devise their policies relating to Arab education 
on the basis of their Zionist ideological stance and its practical manifesta- 
tions. The question of Arab education cannot possibly be divorced from the 
whole context of ethnic persecution and racial discrimination." It is, indeed, 
a fact that student attraction to the universities is a reaction to the 
stultifying policy pursued by the Israeli authorities with regard to the 
Palestinian masses, on the one hand, and, on the other, the keen desire by 
young Palestinians, suffering under a policy of material restrictions, to find 
employment that will allow them to gain some social standing and an economic 
base on which they can rely during their lifetime. 


According to a 1980 questionnaire, it was noted that most secondary school 
graduates favored colleges and subjects that would arm them with a profession 
and ensure employment when they graduate. This explains the tendency for stu- 
dents to enroll in colleges of medicine, pharmacology, law and engineering. 
From 1960 to 1971 about 17 percent of all Palestinian graduates had completed 
their studies in law. Research into, and study of the picture indicates that 
about 50 percent of the undergraduates would like to change the subjects in 
which they major and enroll in medical and engineering colleges. A profession 
in which he could be "selfemployed" would enable a university graduate to reach 
a better standing in the community and qualify him for a position and influence 
ensuring his family's future. Selfemployment, furthermore, would free a stu- 
dent from any ties to government institutions and enable him to establish a 
solid economic position in a relatively short span of time since demand in 

Arab circles for unencumbered professionals is such as to assure rapid absorp- 
tion of graduates into the labor market. On _ the other hand, college graduates 
majoring in the arts and humanities (languages, sociology, history and geo- 
graphy, etc.) have limited job opportunities and continue to be tied to Israeli 
government institutions. Dr. Sami Mar'i, lecturer at Haifa University, has 
written: "Government authorities saw an encircled Arab minority and treated it 
as being of little importance, manipulating it as though it was outside the 
sphere [of influence]. This has been done by means of a form of education that 
enables the majority to take over, and maintain its interests through its 
sphere of influence. 


The growing percentage of graduates and educated persons among the Arab popula- 
tion in Israel stems from the new variables affecting the minority in par- 
ticular and the Arab world in general. The political and social challenges 
hurled at Arab society in Israel have mobilized widespread sectors of the new 
Arab generation, the numbers of which have nearly tripled, transforming them 
into an active community making inroads into the medical, legal and urban 
services. Another reason why Arab students are so keenly interested in 
university education is the feeling that prevails among the Arab intelli- 
gentsia that academic education is the “key to success at this time and a means 
of attaining the scientific achievements realized by the West, science 
constituting a sure path and magical base ensuring success." Many authorities 


45 














stress that the 1967 war was a strong impetus for many sectors in the Arab 
World to aspire to, and attain a better standard of scientific knowledge. 
Palestinian undergraduates in Israeli wniversities are faced with numerous 
obstacles that prevent them from being able to keep up with Israeli univer- 
sity life. Many secondary school graduates are not very familiar with 

Hebrew or English and find it very difficult to follow the lectures. Even 
Arabic is taught in Hebrew. The question of integration is related to the 
‘soil on which Jewish and Arab students have been raised and the relationships 
that limit classroom encounters, not to mention treatment that is flawed by 
university administrations that are confused and fearful of students. On the 
other hand many secondary schools in the Arab milieu lack the basic necessi- 
ties such as buildings, laboratories, libraries, teaching aids and textbooks 
that teach the Arabic language. The committee, composed of Sami Juraysi and 
Hanna Abu Hanna, set up in 1977 to consider the problems of education in the 
Arab milieu estimated in its report that there is a shortage of about 5,000 
classrooms and lecture halls in Arabic schools. It pointed out that in many 
cases teaching was conducted in leased premises. Another problem is that 
there is a lack of diversification in secondary education levels which prevents 
secondary school graduates from enrolling in university colleges and disci- 
plines to which they are drawn. In most cases they enroll in liberal arts 
departments and it becomes very difficult for them to enroll in scientific and 
technical studies in the universities. According to Hebrew University figures, 
the Arab students enrolled in its various colleges and institutes are distri- 
buted as follows: 


Of the 131 Jerusalem undergraduates: 


51 enrolled in the College of Arts and Sociology. 

32 enrolled in Law School. 

29 enrolled in the Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacology. 
23 enrolled in the College of Agriculture. 


The concentration of Arab students in the College for Middle East History 

and the department of Arabic Language and Literature stems from the fact that 
they feel that these are subjects in which they excell but, in time, they find 
themselves faced with difficult problems and many of them try to get their 
majors changed. According to studies one out of every five students has 
changed his major. Therefore, the problem of employment after graduation is 

a serious one facing graduates when they qualify. On the one hand there is no 
room for absorption of Palestinian graduates in economic institutions. The 
Arab milieu on the other hand has not yet developed to the point where it can 
absorb the thousands of graduates majoring in academic subjects who are seeking 
employment. Industry in the Arab milieu still suffers considerable short- 
comings. The doors are closed to Arab academicians with college diplomas in 
the Jewish private sector which has economic and industrial potential. Arab 
students thus find themselves with no place to go and no job after so many 
long years of study. There are no institutions to hire them despite their 
qualifications. Various pretexts and excuses are used most of which are 
founded on the racial discrimination of Arab populations and students. Arab 
undergraduates have now become politically and socially active and an 
effective force trying to improve their position in Israeli universities. 
Coupled with this they have been working to improve the status of the Arab 
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Palestinian population in Israel. It is now perfectly normal to find Arab 
doctors, lawyers, engineers and doctors specializing in the various scienti- 
fic disciplines in Palestinian communities, something which was very rare in 
the sixties. 


Racial prejudice and chauvinism to which Arab students were subjected after 
June 1967 and which led to the eruption of a hostile atmosphere in Israeli 
universities and the appearance of such extremist Jewish movements as [Yesh], 
[Israel is Ours?], [Warkatsel] or [Metzada] and which, in most cases, relied 
on Jewish student bodies, in addition to the assaults on, and expulsion of 

Arab students, led the Arab undergraduates to unite their ranks and form stu- 
dent committees to look after their interests. Thus the committee of Arab 
Students in Jerusalem was set up in 1958; the Arab Students Committee at 

Tel Aviv University was established in 1968; and the Arab Student Committee 

was formed at Haifa University in 1973 as well as another at Tachnion Institute, 
Bar Eilan and Beersheba universities. In 1984, at the University of Jerusalen, 
the Arab Students Committee was active as follows: 


a - It collaborated with popular organizations, the committee for land preser- 
vation, the committee of heads of Arab local authorities and the like, 
assisting in the struggle by the Arab Palestinian masses in Israel for full 
equality in the exercise of national and civil rights. 


b - It contributed to the search for an equitable and permanent solution of the 
Middle East conflict and achievement by Palestinian Arabs of their equitable 
and legitimate rights in the forefront of which is their right to self- 
determination. 


c - It contributed to bolstering the unity of student ranks and the destiny- 
determining unity of popular and student masses in Arab towns and villages. 


d - It fought against discrimination practiced against Arab students and 
sought to provide appropriate housing and working conditions as well as all 
educational and academic requirements of Arab students. 


e - It worked toward increasing the number of Arab university students and 
toward finding material sources to finance their studies intensifying the 
demand for increased financial support by official sources. 


The students have been in the forefront of the sustained struggle maintained 
by the Palestinian masses in Israel. On "Land Day" Arab student committees 
at all universities headed those who acted to ensure the success of that 
celebration so historic in the life of the Palestinians. In the struggle by 
local commmity leaders against the authorities, student committees continue 
to resist the discrimination practiced against local authorities and seek to 
influence and unmask through their attitudes, the policy of discrimination 
and prejudice against the rights of Arab villages which lack so much that is 
needed to keep up with Jewish towns and villages. 


In the political arena disputes arose between Palestinian student committees, 
university administrations and Yemeni Jewish organizations, of which we might 
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recall the major furor that erupted when a university administration repeated- 
ly sought to force security measures on Arab students in 1975, a step that was 
rejected by the students who demanded that the orders be cancelled. Another 
dispute arose in Jerusalem's Hebrew University in 1978 when Jewish students 
tried to prevent Arab undergraduates from demonstrating against the Sadat "peace 
initiative." 


Student committees are also protecting the right of Arab students to university 
housing and trying to solve problems faced by Arab students seeking lodgings 
due to the fact that many Jews refuse to lease premises to Arab students. 

It might be pointed out in this connection that numerous progressive Jewish 
students support their Arab colleagues in their struggle which they consider 
legitimate by actively participating with the Arab students. This has been 
manifested in the joint struggle by university undergraduates in Israel 
against payment of fees which the Israeli government intends to increase to 
$1,400 next year. Although the number of undergraduates in general is rising 
at Israeli universities, that of Arab students is still limited to about 4 
percent despite the fact that the percentage of Arabs in Israel comes to some 
17 percent of the total population. 


Arab university graduates have united under the Union of Arab Students and have 
thus been able to unite their ranks. Their main concentration is on promoting 
education in the Arab milieu, raising the intellectual standards of Arab 
communities and improving the Arab cultural movement. 
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KUWAIT 


LOAN TO SOVIETS SEEN AS ATTEMPT YO DIVERSIFY INVESTMENTS 
Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 2 Feb 87 p 8 


[Article: "A Financial Official: The Kuwaiti Loan to the Soviet Union Is an 
Embodiment of Decisions To Diversify Investments" ] 


[Text] A major Kuwaiti financial off‘cial has described the Kuwaiti commer- 
cial loan offered on behalf of the Soviet Union Foreign Trade Bank as an 
embodiment of Kuwaiti decisions which were taken approximately a year ago on 
diversifying the areas of investment of Kuwaiti capital and directing it 
toward the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 


The Kuwaiti official, in a statement the newspaper AL-ITTIHAD published in 
its issue yesterday, asserted that the loan, which was made under the man- 
agement of the Kuwait Foreign Trade, Contracting and Investment Company, was 
made on the foundations of banking in its governmental and private sectors 
and has the goal of change and expansion in the geographical distribution of 
Kuwaiti investments and an orientation toward new markets, including China, 
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. The Kuwaiti official deplored the media 
commotion the West has been stirring up against all Kuwaiti cooperation with 
the Soviet Union or Eastern Europe and said, "The Western papers are racing 
with one another to explain and interpret the economic and commercial agree- 
ments Kuwait is signing with these countries, while they consider any Kuwai- 
ti agreement with a Western country a natural thing which does not deserve 
to be published." 


He expressed his confidence that Kuwait had the intention of making more 
massive investments in numerous, diverse projects of a greater financial 
magnitude, which might exceed $1.6 billion in the next few years. 


In addition, a Soviet banking delegation finished a visit to the United Arab 
Emirates and left it last night, after it held conversations with officials 
in a number of commercial banks in the country. 


The visit had the goal of supporting relations of commercial and banking 
cooperation between the two sides and offering better conditions which would 
serve the stimulation of trade and the execution of common economic pro- 
jects. Heading the delegation on this visit was Vladimir Dobrovikov, vice 
chairman of the Soviet Foreign Trade Bank. 
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1985 KUWAITI REPRESENTATION IN WORKFORCE 


Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 1 Mar 87 p l 


[Text ] 


/9317 


IN 1985, only 18.7 percent of the 
total manpower in Kuwait were 
nationals, the undersecretary at 
the Planning Ministry, Fuad 
Mulla Hussein, has revealed. 
In an interview with Al Anbaa 
newspaper, he said that the total 
workforce in Kuwait during 1985 
reached 662,600, of whom 
123,500 were Kuwaiti nationals. 
He pointed out that by 1990 the 
demand for manpower will in- 
crease to 772,000, of whom it is 
expected that 162,000 or 21 per- 
cent will be Kuwaiti nationals. 
He said there was a great con- 
nection between university and 
higher education and the crea- 
tion of a balance between 
national and expatriate man- 
power, adding that students tak- 
ing higher education should be 
guided into taking their majors 
in subjects where there is a grea- 
ter need for Kuwaiti workers. 
He praised the admission poli- 
cy of the university which helped 
to direct more and more students 
to study at institutes and facul- 
ties of the Public Authority for 
Training and Applied Education 
thereby helping to supply the 
necessary manpower for the Five 
Year Plan. He said that Kuwaitis 
should also be encouraged to 
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work in strategic jobs such as in 
the oil sector and at the Ministry 
of Electricity and Water. 

Productive establishments in 
the country should guide the use 
and import of foreign manpower 
to help reduce the dependence 
on expatriates, he said, adding 
that all Kuwaiti families could 
play a role in striking a balance in 
the population of nationals and 
expatriates and in encouraging 
the natural growth of Kuwaiti 
youths and reducing the use of 
maids and servants. 

He said that the State’s Five 
Year Plan aimed at modifying 
the balance between Kuwaiti 
and non-Kuwaitis by reducing 
the imbalance in the public and 
private sectors. The develop- 
ment of national manpower 
could be achieved by increasing 
its productivity he said. 

The private sector has the abil- 
ity to take all Kuwaiti graduates 
and provide them with suitable 
jobs, but they should be qual- 
ified and trained, he said. 
Kuwaiti youths should be given a 
chance to work in certain econo- 
mic activities in the private sec- 
tor in order to reduce the press- 
ure on the public sector and the 
state budget, he added. 
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KUWAIT 


AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH DIRECTOR DESCRIBES DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL—'AMM in Arabic 21 Feb 87 p 12 


[Interview with Samirah 'Umar, Director of Research Institute Agricultural 
Production Department, by Nidal Mansur: "Desert Parks for Organizing Recrea- 
tion Activity; Desert Encroachment Can Be Attributed to a Scarcity of Rain 
and Haphazard Overland Vehicle Routes" ] 


[Text] The director of the department of agricultural production in the re- 
search institute, Samirah 'Umar, stressed that the future of the development 
of agriculture in Kuwait is connected to the adoption of a scientific style 
and the solution of problems facing farmers. 


She stated that farming is functioning in difficult climatic circumstances 
as a result of the lack of availability of fresh water and the poverty of 
the soil. She supported increased farming in greenhouses and the establish- 
ment of integrated model farms involving the cultivation of vegetables and 
fodder, in which livestock will be raised and fish will be farmed to cope 
with all problems and circumstances. She indicated that Kuwait cannot real- 
ize self-sufficiency in agriculture in such circumstances for a number of 
reasons, among them political ones. On this subject she referred to the sus- 
pension of the project to supply Kuwait with water from Iraq. She stated 
that desert encroachment is the deterioration of plant cover and attributed 
this phenomenon in Kuwait to the shortage of rain, oppressive grazing and 
haphazard overland vehicle routes. She was opposed to stabilizing the soil 
by sprinkling it, as was observed during the Islamic summit conference, and 
said that this method might have harmful, negative effects in view of the 
lead the sprinkled material contains. 


She revealed the intention to create desert parks to organize recreation 
activity and preserve plants and said that a location has been set aside for 
a park east of Kuwait near Jal al-—Zawr. 

Herewith is the text of the conversation: 


Difficult Circumstances 


[Question] Kuwait is taking the approach of developing and supporting farm- 
ing. What is the future of that? 








[Answer] Farming in Kuwait is functioning in difficult climatic circun- 
stances which are not suited to intensified agricultural production. That 
may be attributed to the lack of availabilitiy of primary resources such as 
fresh water and a soil deficient in organic and mineral materials. All that 
is available in Kuwait are material resources, which of course can improve 
the difficult circumstances, although in a limited way. Proceeding from this 
situation, we consider that agricultural production in the Gulf is relative- 
ly sparse and requires more intensified efforts than other countries. 


It is necessary to point out that during the past years, many efforts were 
initiated to develop agriculture. Farms were established in al-'Abdali, al- 
Wafrah and al-Salibiyah. The government and the private sector participated 
in that, proceeding from the importance of agriculture in providing food 
materials. That also is taking place due to awareness on the part of the 
Arab countries of the magnitude of the amounts they spend to provide food. 
However, one of the problems that still face the development of agriculture 
is the method of using and applying Western technology in our countries! 
climate. It is well known that the climatic situation here differs from the 
Western countries. Therefore it is necessary to develop technology so that 
it will be in keeping with conditions that exist in our country, and it is 
necessary that there be borrowed research. In this area, we can emphasize an 
increase in the use of greenhouses due to the success of this method and its 
positive yield in agricultural production. 


The Farmers' Problems 
[Question] What are the problems facing the farmers? 


[Answer] The lack of availability of water, the constant shortage of ground- 
water and the increase in its salinity over time. The solution to this prob- 
lem is to use the system of reverse osmosis in desalinating groundwater, but 
that is costly. There also is another problem, and that is the method for 
draining off salty water. Also another ongoing problem is the presence of 
some pests and diseases in the plants. Some farmers know ways of getting rid 
of them and eliminating them. The causes of this problem can be ascribed to 
the farmers' cultivation of the same types of plant or vegetable, which 
leads to the infiltration of diseases. Another problem is the infiltration 
of salts into the refrigerating system used in greenhouses; the infiltration 
of salts can be attributed to the salinity of the groundwater and the stirr- 
ing up of active sands. That requires constant maintenance of the system and 
of course the cost of production increases. In addition to all these prob- 
lems, Kuwait's soil is deficient in the major "organic" elements, and there- 
fore the farmers must use commercial chemical fertilizers, especially in 
greenhouses. Here the importance of expertise among farmers, the importance 
of agricultural guidance, the provision of information to farmers on the 
means for using fertilizers and pesticides and means of irrigation for con- 
fronting their problems become apparent. 


The Development Plan 


[Question] In the context of these circumstances with which agriculture is 
surrounded, is there a comprehensive development plan? 
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[Answer] The fact is that there is no clear plan to develop the agricultural 
areas. The farmers face some problems for which they cannot find a solution. 
The lack of a clearly defined plan has been reflected on the extent of sup- 
port to the farmer in marketing his products. Sometimes the farmer cannot 
find anyone to buy his output, and that plays a negative role in agricul- 
ture, as well as providing a surplus of production in the farmers' possess- 
ion, but there are no food companies which can package and benefit from this 
surplus by means of industries and at the same time provide stability for 
the farmer. 


It is necessary to stress that the future of agriculture is connected to the 
adoption of a scientific method which is concentrated on ongoing research. 
On the other hand, the future cf agriculture and the attainment of self- 
sufficiency are linked to political matters and general policies. An example 
of that is the halt to the pursuit of supplying water for Kuwait from Iraq. 
If that had been carried out, agriculture in Kuwait would have leapt forward 
and we would have been able to overcome the most important problem, which is 
the shortage of fresh water. We in the institute are addressing the problem 
of the shortage of water and therefore we are trying to produce strains of 
vegetables which can tolerate excessive salinity, such as tomatoes, cucun- 
bers and eggplant. The board of agricultural affairs and fish resources is 
helping us in that. 


Model Farms 


[Question] Do new agricultural methods and patterns exist for coping with 
the problems to which the development of agriculture is exposed? 


[Answer] In my view, it is necessary to establish integrated model farms not 
on condition that they produce vegetables but to assume the production of 
all crops, such as animal fodder, including fish farms, and farms in which 
vegetables will be grown without soil. In this manner we will diversify pro- 
duction, eliminate diseases and benefit from fodder in fattening livestock 
and the fish can be farmed in the saline water produced by irrigation. 


The Problem of Desert Encroachment 


[Question] Desert encroachment is a problem that exists in the climatic cir- 
cumstances of Kuwait. What have you done to cope with it? 


[Answer] The issue of desert encroachment is not new to us. We have initia- 
ted numerous studies on it because of its negative effects. We have received 
a number of complaints from government bodies due to the exposure of their 
vital installations to sand encroachment. It is important for us to mention 
that the notion of desert encroachment means deterioration in the plant co- 
ver as a result of misuse by man, and of course climatic factors help in 
that. I can say that Kuwait's soil, over the past years, has started to 
become denuded of plants. Desert encroachment and the denuding of the soil 
pass through three stages, first of which is the erosion of the plants and 
after that the denuding of the soil and then sand encroachment. At present 
the stage of the denuding of soil and sand encroachment is passing over 
Kuwait; to solve this problem we must halt the stage which we have reached 
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and restore the plant cover of the soil by using chemical means (soil stabi- 
lizers) and mechanical means, the elimination of dunes. The methods for cop- 
ing with desert encroachment differ from area to area. The council for the 
protection of the environment cooperates with us in solving this problem. 


Soil Stabilizers 


[Question] While the Islamic summit was being held, a green material was 
used by which the soil was sprayed. Is it possible to put this method in 
general applicstion to stabilize the soil and restore the plant cover to it? 


[Answer] We used this method which was employed during the summit to deco- 
rate the sides of roads and stabilize and turn the soil green in the insti- 
tute in the al-Salibiyah area. The spraying material contains a stabilizing 
material and newsprint, in addition to desert plant seeds. However, we halt- 
ed the application of this method because of its harmful effects for the 
future. The paper contains large, high quantities of lead, which will have 
an effect on animals when they eat the plants and as a result people will be 
affected. Therefore, it is necessary to rely on a scientific method with 
assured results. 


Extinction of Plants 


[Question] Kuwait is facing the danger of extinction of some plants. What is 
the scope of this problem? What are the reasons for it and the ways of con- 
fronting it? 


[Answer] The extinction of plants in Kuwait can be attributed to a number of 
factors, the most important of which are the scarcity of rainfall, the mis- 
use by man of plants, the cutting off of the plants at the roots, their use 
as fuel, oppressive grazing, haphazard vehicle routes on land and scanty 
awareness among citizens. 


In order to solve this problem it is necessary to stop the haphazard recrea- 
tion activity that people engage in by making desert parks which will orga- 
nize recreation activity and the citizen's sense of the importance of the 
desert environment. Therefore we have specified, along with the municipali- 
ty, a location for establishing the first desert park in the northeast of 
Kuwait near Jal al-—Zawr. All means of recreation wili be provided for the 
citizens in this park. It will include natural sanctuaries for the restora- 
tion of plant cover and protection of land animals from the threat of ex- 
tinction, and this of course will preserve the natural heritage for the conm- 
ing generations and will be an area for guidance and the performance of 
"ecological" research. In order to realize these objectives we will divide 
the park into two sections, one section for use and recreation and another 
protected section which will not be used. 


In addition to that, the Ministry of Works has set aside a site in al-Khay- 
rat for the establishment of a national recreation park, as well as in the 

Umm al-Naq'ah area in Wadi al-Batin north of Kuwait and in all the islands 

except Bubiyan. 
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The Provision of Vegetation for Kuwait 


[Question] The issue of providing vegetation for Kuwait has received much 
attention in the recent period. What are the details of this project? 


[Answer] The plan to provide vegetation will make a review of land uses at 
present and a plan will be determined in the light of these uses for provid- 
ing vegetation for the whole area. At present action is being taken in pre- 
paring the first tentative report. 


New Projects 
[Question] On what projects is the department of agriculture working now? 


[Answer] There are a number of projects, including a project to study stabi- 
lization methods financed by the council for the protection of the environ- 
ment. That will be completed in a year. The project in general is studying 
six locations which face sand encroachment in Kuwait and is trying to deter- 
mine the causes of that by specifying the physics of the soil, the type of 
sand, its origin, the type of plant and the relationship between the soil 
and the climate. There also is a study on which we have finished work which 
is the development of the first desert park in the Jal al-Zawr area. In the 
area of agriculture, we are working to produce three strains of vegetable 
which will tolerate high salinity by hereditary means, such as cucumbers, 
tomatoes and eggplant. That project is in cooperation with the board of ag- 
riculture. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ECONOMIC AID TO LEBANON PRAISED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 15 Jan 87 ppl, 21 


[Article: "Chairman of Committee for Distribution of Aid from Custodian of 
Two Holy Mosques to Lebanon: May God Keep King Fahd for Lebanon and Lebanese" ] 


[Text] Beirut--SNA--Dr Husni al-Majdhub, chairman of the Committee for Dis- 
tribution of Aid from the Custodian of Two Holy Mosques, lauded the aid King 
Fahd ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz Al-Sa'ud, the custodian of the two holy mosques, may 
God keep him for Lebanon and the Lebanese, has provided and continues to 
provide. 


At a press conference he held in Beirut yesterday, Dr al-Majdhub stressed 
that the kingdom continues, on the instructions of the custodian of the two 
holy mosques, to try ceaselessly to bring their viewpoints closer to each 
other for the sake of a national agreement that preserves the rights and 
dignity of all, safeguards Lebanon's unity and stability, and restores its 
security and prosperity. 


Dr al-Majdhub added that the role the kingdom plays toward Lebanon is not 
new but began with the eruption of the Lebanese crisis. The kingdom has 
shouldered Lebanon's concern and has trodden all paths to help Lebanon over- 
come its crisis. 


At his press conference, the chairman of the Committee for Distribution of 
the Aid from the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques reviewed the commendable 
charitable undertaking of the kingdom for Lebanon, including the aid the 
kingdom provided for the Lebanese families evicted from their homes and 
villages in 1983. He said that this year alone, the kingdom has provided 
food aid for nearly 200,000 Lebanese families. It has also provided aid to 
hospitals and social organizations in the afflicted areas, in addition to its 
current aid, consisting of enough food rations for a medium-size family for 

a period of nearly 1 month, for tens of thousands of Lebanese families. 





Dr al-Majdhub also noted the significant aid the kingdom has advanced to 
eliminate the traces of the Israeli aggression against Lebanon, saying that 
the kingdom has continued to provide constant and substantial annual financial 
aid to Lebanese educational societies and cultural and social organizations. 
Dr al-Majdhub characterized the aid the kingdom provides to its brothers in 
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Lebanon as charitable initiatives which respond to the salvation require- 
ments and as political and economic aid depending on the ever-changing 
circumstances. Dr al-Majdhub added: Today is the day of allegiance to our 
brothers in the kingdom who share our feelings, concerns, and aspirations. 
On this day, we declare the start of implementation of the campaign for 
distribution of the aid provided by the kingdom to the afflicted and needy 
families. Concluding the address he delivered at his press conference, 

Dr al-Majdhub noted that a committee has been formed and has been named the 
Committee for Distribution of the Aid from the custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques and that this committee will secure and prepare the food rations and 
deliver them to those who deserve them in cooperation with the authorities 
concerned and with the social and charitable associations. 


Muhammad al-Ba'labakki, the Lebanese press doyen, expressed all the Lebanese 
people's appreciation and gratitude to King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Al Sa'‘ud, 
the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, may God keep him, for the role the 
kingdom plays in helping Lebanon and the Lebanese. 


Al-Ba'labakki asserted that the kingdom has never stopped extending a helping 
hand in all areas, especially in the social and educational areas. This is 
in addition to bolstering the Lebanese people's steadfastness and helping 
them overcome their tribulation. 


Upon opening the press conference held by Dr Hasan al-Majdhub, the Lebanese 
press doyen said: King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, the custodian of the two holy 
mosques, wants this initiative to include all the Lebanese without discrimina- 
tion or exception. He stressed the Saudi monarch's belief in the Lebanese 
people's continued unity, which must not be destroyed by differences and 
divisions but which must be built on the foundations of equality, justice, 
mutual respect, and cooperation of all the Lebanese to restore Lebanon's 
security and stability so that Lebanon may perform its role and take its 

place in the Arab world. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


TRADE, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS DISCUSSED WITH BRITISH MINISTER 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 17 Jan 87 p 10 


[Article by Sulayman Nasir: "British Secretary for Trade Visits Kingdom in 
Wake of Visits by British Trade Delegations; Kingdom Tied to Britain by 
Strong Trade and Economic Relations; Kingdom's imports from Britain in 

First Half of 1986 Amount to 2,303,100,000 Riyals; British Exports to Kingdom 
Drop in 1985 and Rise by 15 Percent in 1986"] 


[Text] British Secretary of State for Trade and Industry Paul Channon's visit 
to the kingdom comes in the wake of a visit made by trade and businessmen's 
delegations during Prince Charles’ and Princess Diana's visit and in the wake 
of Saudi-British Week, which was organized in the kingdom's major cities and 
which saw the inauguration of the British Industries and Products Fair in 
Jiddah. More than 160 British firms and establishments took part in the fair. 


An itinerary has been drawn up for British Secretary of State for Trade and 
Industry Paul Channon's visit which allows him to meet a large number of 
Saudi officials to bolster trade and industrial cooperation and exchanges. 


The latest statistics issued by the Ministry of Finance's General Statistics 
Agency show that the kingdom's imports from Britain in the first half of 
1986 amounted to 2,303,100,000 Saudi riyals, (compared to 2,700,100,000 
riyals in the corresponding period of the preceeding year. There was a 
difference of 25.5 percent in imports between 1984 and 1985. The difference 
between 1985 and 1986 amounted to 18.4 percent. 


It is well known that trade relations and the trade balance have gone through 
phases of gradual decrease, beginning in 1981 and amounting to 6,898,400,000 
riyals in 1984. Britian's exports amounted to 1,914,400,000 riyals in the 
year when the rates began to turn in Britain's favor. The reasons for the 
decrease are the oil prices, which have been fluctuating and which have 
created an international economic crisis. Britain is one of the countries 
tied to the kingdom by strong trade and economic relations through the 
kingdom's imports and through the funds invested in Britain. Sir Stephen 
(Abjerton) said in an address about the British market's participation in the 
kingdom that the British exports declined sharply in 1985 because of the 
market movement and then rose by 15 percent in 1986, compared to a drop of 
nearly 30 percent in the current market. 
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Kingdom's Imports from Britain 


In the 1980-82 period, our imports from Birtain increased, reaching a maximum 
of 9,166 million riyals in 1982. The imports then began to decline gradually, 
dropping to 6,898 million riyals in 1984. 


Imports from Britain form an average of 6.3 percent of the kingdom's total 
imports from all countries. Thus, Britain is one of the most important 
countries from which the kingdom imports its needs. In 1984, Britain occupied 
sixth place among the 15 biggest countries exporting to the kingdom. 


The commodity structure of the kingdom's imports from Britain shows that 
machinery and transportation equipment are the most significant commodity 
groups imported by the kingdom (38.7 percent). These imports consist mainly 
of capital goods, such as power-generating machinery and equipment, metal- 
forming equipment, and various electrical instruments and equipment, followed 
by a number of chemical products (18.4 percent) and then by manufactured 
goods (12 percent), including textiles, iron and steel products, leather, 

and metal products. 


Generally, consumer commodity imports represent 32.7 percent of the total 
imports from Britain. Semi-processed goods represent 49 percent and capital 
goods 15.3 percent. This is for the year 1984. 


Saudi Exports to Britain 


Saudi crude oil and oil derivative exports represented 99.7 percent of the 
kingdom's total exports to Britain in 1981 and 1982. Other raw material 
exports represented 0.3 percent. 


The kingdom's reliance on oil and oil derivative exports to Britain caused 
the value of the kingdom's exports to this country to fall sharply in 1981 
because of increased British oil production from and exploitation of the 
North Sea oil fields. 


In 1980 and 1981, the trade balance with Britain realized a big surplus 
amounting to 6.3 billion riyals annually. Then there was a turnabout and 
the surplus turned into a big deficit as of 1981 as a result of the severe 
drop in exports and of the increase in the import value. This deficit 
amounted to 1.4 billion riyals in 1982 and rose to 5 billion riyals in 1984. 


The turnabout in the trade balance with Britain is due to the aforementioned 
severe drop in oil exports to that country since 1981. Meanwhile, the kingdom 
continued to import from Britain the consumer, capital, and semi-processed 
goods needed for the kingdom's economic and social development. 


It is evident that the Saudi-British trade balance has turned in favor of 
Britain in recent years. This calls for diversifying Saudi exports to Britain 
and for avoiding reliance on crude oil. The petrochemicals area is perhaps 
one of the areas for such diversification. The private sector is urged to 
contribute by diversifying its production of consumer goods, which represent 
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33.7 percent of the kingdom's total imports from Britain. The sector is 
urged to do so in order that we may reduce reliance on British imports in 
the future. The same goes for the oil sector, which must diversify its 
exports by relying on crude oil derivatives and developing mineral exports, 
thus reducing the trade balance deficit which is currently growing rapidly 
in favor of the British economy. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


JOB SA‘UDIZATION--In the first half of 1406 of the Hegira, the General Civil 
Service Commission's employment branches and offices replaced a total of 
600 foreign contract employees in various grades and specializations and 
working in various cities and provinces by Saudi citizens. This is stated in 
a statistical report issued by the General Civil Service Commission's 
Nomination Department. The report notes that 416 citizens have replaced 
contract employees who were holding administrative jobs in grades 1-8 of 
the job ladder, saying that 2 citizens have been appointed in grade 1, 35 in 
grade 2, 32 in grade 3, 77 in grade 4, 47 in grade 5, 152 in grade 6, 66 in 
grade 7, and 5 citizens in grade 8. Moreover, 71 Saudi employees have taken 
over specialized jobs, including 1 employee in grade 4, 66 in grade 7, and 
4 in grade 8. The commission also appointed 113 citizens to vocational and 
technical jobs which had been occupied by non-contract employees. These 
appointments include 3 citizens to grade 1, 7 to grade 2, 46 to grade 3, 

24 to grade 4, 27 to grade 5, 1 citizen to grade 6, and 6 citizens to grade 
7. [Text] [Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 18 Jan 87 p 1] 8494/9738 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


SAUDI ARABIA SPONSORS DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS IN YAR 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 14, 15 Jan 87 


[Article by Ahmad al-'Askar: "Saudi~Yemeni Coordination Council Fmbodi: 
Ideal Relations and Cooperation Between Kingdom and Yemen" ] 


[14 Jan 87, p 19] 


[Text] The Arab nation has more bonds than other nations to unite it and more 
unified aspirations which it seeks to achieve through joint procession. 


The Arab nation is aware of the importance of its organic social and 
economic bond, of its rich common history, and of the strength and place its 
solidarity gives it among other nations. But this solidarity cannot be 
achieved as long as developmental differences, be they economic, cultural, 
or social differences, continue to exist among the Arab countries. 


This is why some Arab countries have realized the importance of a balanced 
development among the Arab countries on the one hand and a balanced 
development in the various sectors and activities of each country separately 
on the other hand. 


The YAR is described by the international economic activity indicators as 

one of the less developed countries, judging by individual income level. By 
virtue of the meagerness and inability of its financial and technical resources 
and its public activity to achieve its developmental aspirations and tc 
generate satisfactory growth rates, the YAR has not found it offensive or 
embarrassing to take foreign aid into account when considering the financing 
of its plans. This aid contributes in a large part to the financing ©! the 
YAR's plans. 


These assessments are the natural echo of the vision of the governmen' the 
custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. From early times, the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia has devoted special attention to the future of the Arab part © 

world and to the importance of developing this part to a level that « 

it to stand capably on its own, relying on itself and free of the direction 
or control of any of the conflicting camps in today's world. 
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By virtue of the historical relations and ties, of the social bonds, of 
neighborhood, and of the mainstays embodied in the single faith and blood which 
bind the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the YAR, the kingdom has, since the 

middle of 1972, been contributing generously and effectively to developing the 
YAR's plans. The custodian of the two holy mosques and his wise government 
have been interested in making the developmental aid given the Yemeni people 

as perfect as can be. This is why he ordered the creation of a complete 
administrative, technical, and financial agency to undertake the task of 
designing, supervising, and implementing the various developmental projects 
financed by the kingdom. 


Health Sector 


In view of the importance of the Yemeni citizen's physical health, the health 
sector plays a role of maximum importance in developing and protecting this 
health. Numerous hospitals and clinics have been built in the YAR and equipped 
with the latest medical equipment and are run by the kingdom's government. 

The health projects implemented include: 


The Turan Anas clinic at a total cost of 1,502,554 Saudi riyals, a type-A 

clinic in 'Amran at a cost of 529,816 riyals, a type-B clinic in al-Harf at 

a cost of 322,592 riyals, the Yarim clinic at a cost of 571,340 riyals, a 

type-B clinic in al-Qafr at a cost of 389,255 riyals, the Hajjanat Qawlan 

clinic at a cost of 475,013 riyals, a type-B clinic in al-Asabih al-Hajariyah at 
a cost of 238,951 riyals, a type-B clinic in al-Halifah Arahab at a cost of 
1,626,561 riyals, a clinic in al-Aytu' at a cost of 1,572,550 riyals, and a 
health clinic in Wadi Dalla’ at a cost of 8,261,367 riyals. 


Hospital Projects Implemented 


A hospital with a capacity of 50 beds in Sa'dah at a cost of 3,249,631 riyals, 
al-Rayda' hospital at a cost of 10,305,285 riyals, annexes to Sa'dah hospital 
(50 beds) at a cost of 956,230 riyals, a second expansion of Sa'dah hospital 
at a cost of 124,051,160 riyals, and operation of Sa'dah hospital at a cost 

of 168,461,947 riyals [figures as given]. 


Projects Implemented To Furnish Hospitals and Clinics 


Al-'Alaqgi hospital has been furnished at a cost of 4.14 million riyals, four 
clinics have been furnished at a cost of 4,104,058 riyals, Sa'dah hospital 
has been furnished at a cost of 6,430,873 riyals, two other clinics have been 
furnished at a cost of 1,910,541 riyals, and al-Bayda' clinic nas been 
furnished at a cost of 7,254,280 riyals. 


Fducation Sector 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has interacted with the YAR political leadership's 
through the Yemeni plan's concepts which are focused primarily on the two 

most important civilizational and social objectives, namely the health and 
education sectors. These two sectors must be balanced because if one of them 
lags behind, it creates a gap which undermines the very objective of development. 


64 





This is why the kingdom has built 47 elementary schools, 7 preparatory schools, 
5 secondary schools, 9 teachers’ institutes, and an orphanage complex. The 
costs were as follows: 


An elementary school in Qa'idah, Abb Province, at a cost of 317,128 riyals, 

an elementary school in Dabjan at a cost of 474,006 riyals, an elementary 
school in al-Harn at a cost of 445,001 riyals, an elementary school in Rayjah 
at a cost of 390,175 riyals, an elementary school in Naham al-Madid at a cost 
of 298,528 riyals, an elementary school in Jubays at a cost of 358,725 riyals, 
an elementary school in Raydah at a cost of 430,515 riyals, an elementary 
school in Sanaa at a cost of 415,800 riyals, an elementary school in al-Sayh 
Anas at a cost of 361,206 riyals, an elementary school in al-Safra' at a cost 
of 497,469 riyals, an elementary school in al-Tur at a cost of 437,783 riyals, 
an elementary school in Khamr at a cost of 453,180, an elementary school in 
"Anawran Anas at a cost of 390,121 riyals, an elementary school in al-Mihwayt 
at a cost of 2,886,685 riyals, an elementary school in Wa'lan at a cost of 
346,256 riyals, an elementary school in Jurayb at a cost of 216,090 riyals, an 
elementary school in Ma‘rib at a cost of 317,520 riyals, an elementary school 
in Arim al--Hadarim at a cost of 361,100 riyals, an elementary school in Miri 
at a cost of 466,160 riyals, an elementary school in al-Qaflah, Hajjah, at a 
cost of 450,192 riyals, an elementary school in Hammanat Khawlan at a cost of 
380,167 riyals, an elementary school in Zarrajat al-Hada at a cost of 361,808 
riyals, an elementary school in Thawmat Bani al-Harith at a cost of 665,824 
riyals, an elementary school in ‘'Azzah at a cost of 444,007 riyals, an 
elementary school in al-Zurayqah at a cost of 132,300 riyals, an elementary 
school in al-Asabih at a cost of 348,125 riyals, an elementary school in 
al-Kis at a cost of 600,165 riyals, an elementary school in ‘Ayn Bayt al-Suf 
at a cost of 320,776 riyals, an elementary school in al-Hayfah Arhab at a cost 
of 958,548 riyals, an elementary school in al-Lahyah at a cost of 2,302,593 
riyals, an elementary school in ‘Abs at a cost of 2,555,507 riyals, an 
elementary school in Ta‘izz at a cost of 2,412,480 riyals, an elementary school 
in Hajjah at a cost of 4,017,184 riyals, an elementary school in Dalla’ at a 
cost of 2,732,452 riyals, an elementary school in Kuttab at a cost of 3,455,056 
riyals, an elementary school in al-Ayfu' al-Hajariyah at a cost of 3,322,912 
riyals, an elementary school in Zayd at a cost of 2,369,914 riyals, an 
elementary school in Suq al-Khamis at a cost of 2,790,124 riyals, an elementary 
school in Suq al-‘Anan at a cost of 4,152,307 riyals, an elementary school in 
al-Thalath al-Liham at a cost of 3,284,621 riyals, an elementary school in 
al-Aynu' Bani Jabir at a cost of 2,296,858 riyals, an elementary school in 
al-Rakhmah at a cost of 2,405,160 riyals, an elementary school in al-Musayyal 
at a cost of 2,918,727 riyals, an elementary school in Hayfan at a cost of 
3,019,379 riyals, and an elementary school in Wisab al-Safil at a cost of 
1,725,075 riyals. 





Education Projects Implemented (Preparatory Schools) 


A preparatory school in ‘Imran at a cost of 723,431 riyals, a preparatory 
school in Ta'izz at a cost of 785,668 riyals, a preparatory school in Bajil 

at a cost of 497,685 riyals, a preparatory school in al-Su'rah at a cost of 
415,519 riyals, a preparatory school in al-Talh at a cost of 2,056,033 riyals, 
a preparatory school in Bayt al-Shati' at a cost of 589,326 riyals, and a 
preparatory school in Yarim at a cost of 3,040,423 riyals. 
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Education Project Implemented (Secondary Schools) 


A secondary school in Sanaa at a cost of 689,150 riyals, a secondary school in 
Ta'izz at a cost of 610,335 riyals, a secondary school in Radda‘ at a cost of 
786,250 riyals, a secondary school in al-Nadirah at a cost of 567,465 riyals, 
and a secondary school in Ta'tiyah at a cost of 589,687 riyals. 


Education Projects Implemented (Teachers' Institutes) 


An elementary teachers’ institute in Sanaa at a cost of 756,827 riyals, a 
teachers’ institute in Abb City at a cost of 698,780 riyals, a teachers' 
institute in Sa'dah at a cost of 940,415 riyals, an elementary teachers' 
institute in al-Hudaydah at a cost of 541,009 riyals, a teachers’ institute 
in Dhamar at a cost of 621,934 riyals, a teachers’ institute in al-Bayda" at 
a cost of 868,905 riyals, Jabal al-Wakiyah teachers' institute at a cost 

of 112,126 riyals, and housing for the Fawlan Islamic Institute at a cost of 
3,839,735 riyals. This is an addition to the orphanage complex in Sanaa at a 
cost of 12,749,954 riyals. 


In addition to the construction of 69 various educational projects, including 
elementary, preparatory and secondary schools, and teachers’ institutes, in 
the various parts of the YAR, the (kingdom) has shouldered the wages and 
transportation costs of 1,422 teachers working in various specializations 

and at various levels, in addition to the wages and fees of 226 Saudi 
supervisors. Moreover, the kingdom has aided and subsidized ti center for 
the blind and the textbook printing press. (Another important point is that 
more than 100,000 YAR students living in Saudi Arabia keep up with developments 
in the educational process and with the Ministry of Education's efforts to 
eradicate illiteracy.) In addition, two printing presses have been set up, 
namely the SABA‘ NEWS AGENCY printing press and the armed forces printing 
press, 


Mosque Projects Implemented 


On the basis of its Islamic message, the kingdom has built a number of mosques 

in all parts of the YAR, namely Mosque No 1 in Sanaa at a cost of 227,223 riyals, 
Mosque No 2 in Sanaa at a cost of 227,223 riyals [sic], al-Madarah mosque 

at a cost of 182,895 riyals, Dumar Mosque at a cost of 2,723,072 riyals, 

Radda" mosque at a cost of 659,880 riyals, al-‘Aynu' al-Hajariyah mosque at 

a cost of 1,052,470 riyals, Duhayyan mosque at a cost of 4,033,266 riyals, al- 
Rahbah al-'Alifah mosque at a cost of 1,440,344 riyals, Jami' Hurayb mosque 

at a cost of 1,350,674 riyals Jami’ al-Husun mosque at a cost of 1,457,197 
riyals, Jami' Kara mosque at a cost of 1,160,670 riyals, and al-Ma'rufiyah 
mosque at a cost of 1,028,209 riyals. 


Restoration and Completion of Mosques 


The kingdom has also restored and completed a number of mosques in various 
parts of Yemen, namely al-Sa'da mosque at a cost of 21,000 riyals, Farwat 
Musayk mosque at a cost of 158,276 riyals, al-Jami' al-Kabir mosque at a cost 
of 560,150 riyals, Qaryat al-Hikmah mosque, in al-Turbah, at a cost of 27,156 
riyals, Ma'adj ibn Jabal mosque at a cost of 427,703 riyals, al-Turbah al-Tayyar 
mosqte at a cost of 49,845 riyals, the main mosque in al-Turbah at a cost of 
146,760 riyals, the main mosque in Arwa at a cost of 259,549 riyals, 
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Bab ‘Ubaylah mosque at a cost of 50,308 riyals, Qaryat al-Hikmah mosque at 

a cost of 16,511 riyals, al-‘Ubayd ibn Qarib mosque at a cost of 35,000 riyals, 
Harat al-Qhufran mosque at a cost of 299,801 riyals, Jami‘ al-'Ansi mosque at 
a cost of 1,086,225 riyals, King Faysal mosque at a cost of 131,388 riyals, 

and al-Zawb mosque at a cost of 865,557 riyals. 


[15 Jan 87, p 23] 


[Text] In the first part, we reviewed the generous and effective contribution 
of the Saudi government to a certain part of the Arab world, namely sisterly 
Yemen to which we are bound by a number of historical ties, social bonds, 

and neighborhood, in addition to mainstays embodied in the unity of faith and 
blood. We reviewed the kingdom's contribution in the area of education, 
health, and mosque construction. 


In this part, we will review some of the kingdom's contributions to a number 
of other sectors in the YAR. 


Roads and Communications Sector 


The kingdom has responded to the Yemeni development plan's ambitions by 
building vital utilities with a beneficial impact on increasing the commercial 
sector's revenues. Al-Hudayday-Saudi Borders-Jizan highway has been built, 
thus linking the Yar with the outside world through a paved highway designed 
according to the latest international standards and measurements. This is in 
addition to another highway linking Sa'dah with the Saudi borders and Najran. 
These two highways are two vital commercial arteries for the YAR. 


The Dhamar-Radda‘'-al-Bayda’' highway has also been built as a part of the 
projects to which the Saudi Development Fund has contributed. The total length 
of these highways is 451 km and their total cost amounted to 830,491,749 

Yemeni riyals. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia also adopted the plan to develop and expand Sanaa 
Airport as part of its contribution to sisterly Yemen. The project cost 
107,984,403 riyals. 


A microwave link between Ta'‘izz and al-Hudaydah has been implemented at a cost 
of 15,612,333 riyals. The kingdom's aid in the area of transport and 
communications did not end with the technical projects but it included 
financial aid for international programs for the development of air transport. 
This is why the kingdom contributed a sum of 22,666,669 Yemeni riyals to Yemen's 
civil aviation expert program. The project's developmental objective is to 
provide reliable air transport through setting up the Yemeni Public Civil 
Aviation and Meteorological Authority and bolstering its operational capability 
and its field unit so that it may attain a reasonable level of self-reliance. 
The project also seeks to improve communications and navigation and to enhance 
general maintenance capability by providing Yemeni technicians with field 
training and by improving the airport's electro-mechanical services. 
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Irrigation and Agricultural Sector 


The drought which affected a large part of sisterly Yemen has had its negative 

impact on the basic and community life. Agriculture relies on seasonal rains. 

When the rains are late, the crops are undoubtedly affected. This consequently 

results in a lack of demand for labor, in unemployment, and in increased prices 
. for essential agricultural goods. 


This bad situation has had its impact on the kingdom's officials, led by the 
custodian of the Two Holy Mosques. The kingdom's wise government has 
contributed to drilling 43 artesian wells in various parts of sisterly Yemen, 
to building the civilian installations needed for the wells, to installing 
water pumps, and to building tanks to store the water for when it is needed. 
These wells cost 70,759,071 riyals. 


The government of the custodian of the two holy mosques has not neglected 
fertilizer, which is necessary for agriculture. Because agriculture in the 
sisterly country is a fundamental source of income, the kingdom has provided 

40 tons of urea fertilizer, costing 42.65 million Yemeni riyals, in the form 

of in-kind aid. Like all other things, agriculture has its maladies, consisting 
of pests and locusts. This is why the king's government has spared no effort 

in fighting locusts either through direct spraying by aircraft belonging to the 
Saudi Ministry of Agriculture or through the allocations of millions of riyals 
to fight desert locusts and to protect the crops. 


Varied Developmental Projects 
The government of the custodian of the two holy mosques continues to provide 


more aid to sisterly Yemen so that it may achieve a comprehensive renaissance. 
The projects aided include: 


A total of 43 artesian wells at a cost of 70,759,071 riyals. 


- Meteorological and air services at a cost of 88.32 million riyals. 


Urea fertilizer supplied to Yemen at a cost of 42.56 million riyals. 


- A contribution of 22,666,667 riyals to WHO in Yemen. 


A microwave communications project at a cost of 15,574,300 riyals. 


A contribution of 22,666,667 riyals to the Yemeni civil aviation expert 
program. 


Expansion of Sanaa International Airport at a cost of 107,984,401 riyals. 


Construction of the SABA' NEWS AGENCY premises at a cost of 5,315,357 riyals. 


Construction of the Sanaa beltway at a cost of 39,447,535 million riyals. 


Construction of housing for the Khawlan Institute at a cost of 2.94 million 
riyals. 
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- Construction of 54 artesian wells at a cost of 13,233,945 riyals. 
Projects Financed by Saudi Development Fund 


. 


The Saudi Fund, like the other Arab and international funds, plays a major 


role in achieving many of the growth factors. The Saudi Development Fund has 
contributed 1,433 million Yemeni riyals which have helped realize important 
developmental factors, including 451 km of paved highways built according to 


the latest international standards and measurements, water and sewerage 
projects in Sanaa and Ta‘izz, silos in al-Hudaydah, and the financing of the 
numerous phases of the electricity project for the Sanaa-Ta' izz-al—Hudaydah 
triangle and the steam power plant and its lines in al-Makha'. ‘The Saudi Fund 
continues to finance the projects which sisterly Yemen asks it to finance. The 
projects financed by the Saudi Fund are: 

- The Sanaa electricity project at a cost of 17.5 million Saudi riyals. 


- The second phase of the Yemen electricity project at a cost of 53.6 million 
Saudi riyals. 


- The Sanaa water and sewerage project at a cost of 51.39 million Saudi riyals. 
- The Ta'izz water and sewerage project at a cost of 100 million Saudi riyals. 
- The grain processing and storage project at a cost of 38.54 million riyals. 


- The second phase of the grain processing and storage project at 4 cost o! 
36.85 million Saudi riyals. 


- The Dhamar-al-Bayda' highway at a cost of 134.23 million Saudi Riyals. 
- The Jizan-al—Hudaydah highway at a cost of 335 million Saudi riyals 
- The Sa'dah-Dhahran-South Highway at a cost of 220 million Saudi riyais. 


- The total sum advanced by the ban fund to sisterly Yemen is 1,0/°,260,000 
Saudi riyals, equalling (1,433,068,000) Yemeni riyals. 


Engineer Muhammad Ahmad al-Musa, director of projects in Yemen, told Ai.-kIYAD 
that the government of the custodian of the two holy mosques spares io effort 
to provide whatever sisterly Yemen and its people need. The development 
projects, especially those directly affecting the Yemeni people, continue to be 
implemented in succession. We must not forget the position the custodian of 
the two holy mosques took when an earthquake hit several parts of sisterly 


Yemen. The king instructed that the areas damaged by the earthquake be 
rebuilt and that all kinds of urgent medical and food aid be supplied to the 
earthquake victims. None of the Yemeni citizens will forget this honorable 
gesture. 


Engineer al-Musa added that the following new projects are being implemented; 
The beltway mosque, with a capacity for 1,000 congregants, at a cost of 
3,391,575 Yemeni riyals, the Al Shabwan mosque in Ma'rib at a cost oj 
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998,800 Yemeni riyals, al-‘Irq Al Hunaysh mosque in Ma'rib at a cost of 
998,800 Yemeni riyals, al-Qahir mosque in al-Jawiyah at a cost of 1,066,000 
Yemeni riyals, al-Hazm mosque in al-Jawn at a cost of 1,805,000 Yemeni riyals, 
al-Zahir mosque in al-Jawf at a cost of 1,805,000 Yemeni riyals, Al Shannan 
mosque in al-Jawn at a cost of 1,206,000 Yemeni riyals, and Hajjah hospital 

at a cost of 45,694,622 Saudi riyals, and the furnishing and equipping of 

tour clinics at a cost of (6,492,126 Saudi riyals and 1,770,500 Yemeni riyals). 


The government of the custodian of the two holy mosques has also revived the 
project to rebuild the areas damaged by the earthquake where 3,461 housing 
units have been built at a cost of 250 million Saudi riyals. 


8494/9869 
CSO: 4404/227 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


STEPS TAKEN TO PROMOTE TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 11 Feb 87 p 1 


[Article: "Prime Minister Member of the Permanent Committee Inaugurates Third 
Phase of Textile Mill. New Facility Has 55 Machines With Annual Capacity of 
3,775,000 Yards" ] 


[Text] Prime Minister 'Abd-al-‘Aziz 'Abd-al-Ghani, member of the permanent 
committee, inaugurated yesterday the third project at the Sanaa spinning and 
weaving mill which has a new weaving facility. 


He was received on arrival at the mill by Ahmad al-Rahumi, member of the per- 
manent committee and chairman of the general organization for spinning and 
weaving; Mujahid ‘Abdallah ‘Isa, president of the Textile Workers Union; 
members of the board; and division heads at the mill. On arrival, the prime 
minister conferred with officials of the organization and with the president 
of and delegation from Tekmash Export, the general organization for equipment 
export in the Soviet Union. They explained to him how the new equipment 
works, its capacity, characteristics, and the project's implementation stages. 


The prime minister, member of the permanent committee, then headed for the new 
hall which he formally inaugurated by cutting the ribbon. He toured the 
facility and was briefed by board chairman Ahmad al-Rahumi and other workers. 
He then made an inspection tour of the departments of spinning, weaving, 
printing, cutting, and sewing. 


He expressed admiration for and appreciation of the departments and facili- 
ties he saw, of the modern equipment, and of the high Yemeni standard of 
operating the new machines. He wished the mill success and commended the 
efforts of its managers and workers. 


The newly opened weaving hall contains 55 shuttle-less machines of which one 
is for training and the other 45 are operational. They have an annual produc- 
tion capacity of 3.750 million yards of mixed fibers or pure fiber such as 
cotton or polyester. The project cost 12.8 million riyals. Planning costs 
amounted to 14.1 million riyals [as published]. 


The project was implemented by the General Organization for the Export of 
Soviet Equipment (Tekmash Export) with a 5-year repayment period and a 2- 
year grace period. 
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Ahmad al-Rahumi told SABA news agency that the General Organization for 
Spinning and Weaving began by buying from Tekmash Export 55 of the most 
sophisticated weaving machines and signed a contract for buying 20 more as 
part of a plan to develop the textile mill in quantity and quality. 


He added that the organization's third 5-year plan calls for another inte- 
grated project with an annual capacity of 12 million yards which will rely 
mainly on domestic cotton and should satisfy local demand for such cotton 
products as towels and sheets, and other heavy textiles such as men's suits. 
He asserted that the organization is experiencing good progress and develop- 
ment. 


The president of Tekmash Export said in a similar statement that he was 
delighted to take part in the inauguration of the new facility and applauded 
the progress that is being achieved by the textile industry in our country 
through the efforts of the General Organization for Spinning and Weaving in 
the Yemen Arab Republic which is constantly developing and implementing the 
most modern spinning and weaving techniques. 


He pointed out that it was agreed to increase current cooperation by 
contracting to supply additional machines and by signing an agreement for 
long-range cooperation between the two organizations. 


The ceremonies were attended by Anatoly Philiev, Soviet ambassador in 
Sanaa, and embassy staff. 


12945/9716 
CSO: 4404/255 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


PARTICIPATION IN SECURITY CONFERENCE--A ministry of interior delegation headed 
by Undersecretary for Police Affairs and Training, Lt. Col. Yahya ‘Ali al- 
Raziqi left for Saudi Arabia yesterday to attend the first Arab command and 
security staff conference scheduled to convene today at the Arab Center for 
Security Studies and Training in Riyadh. Lt Col al-Raziqi told SABA news 
agency that the meeting, to be attended by various Arab countries, will dis- 
cuss several security issues among them the command and staff program pre- 
pared by the Arab Center for Security Studies and Training. Discussions will 
also touch on the standardization of Arab security training methods. [Text] 
[Sanaa AL-THAWARAH in Arabic 14 Feb 87 p 2] 


UK FINANCES FORESTATION RESEARCH--An agreement with the United Kingdom on 
forestation research was signed yesterday at the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. The United Kingdom, under the agreement, will contribute 959,000 
sterling pounds towards financing a forestation project to identify trees 
more suitable to our temperate climate, develop soil conservation techniques, 
encourage farmers to undertake planting of critical tree, and study pastures. 
The agreement was signed by Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and member 
of the permanent committee Dr. Husayn al-‘Imari, and UK ambassador David 
Fathom in the presence of Undersecretary of Agriculture and Fisheries Muqbil 
Ahmad and a number of officials. [Text] [Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 

11 Feb 87 p 2] 


PARTICIPATION IN ARAB ECONOMIC COUNCIL--Minister of Economy, Trade and Supply 
and member of the permanent committee Muhammad al-Khadim left for Riyadh 
yesterday morning at the head of our delegation to the second session of the 
Arab Economic and Social Council scheduled for tomorrow, Wednesday, in Riyadh. 
The minister told SABA news agency that Arab ministers of economy and finance 
will discuss a number of economic issues to develop and bolster trade rela- 
tions between Arab countries, including an accord to increase commercial trade 
and reduce barriers to the development of Arab economic relations. He added 
that he will also attend the Arab trade conference to be held in conjunction 
with the meeting of Arab ministers of finance and economy. [Text) [San‘a 
AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 10 Feb 87 p 2] 


12945/9716 
CSO: 4404/255 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SAYYAF, HEKMATYAR, KHALIS DISCUSS WAR 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 10 Feb 87 pp 16-20 


[Interview with Afghan mujahidin leaders ‘Abd-Rabb-al-Rasul Sayyaf, Mawlawi 
Yunis Khalis, and Qalb-al-Din Hekmatyar: "AL-MUJTAMA' Talks to Sayyar, 
Hekmatyar, and Yunis Khalis in an Open Symposium on the Afghan Problem"; name 
of interviewer, date and place not given] 


(Text ] In connection with the Fifth Islamic Summit Conference held in Kuwait 
between 26 and 29 January 1987 and attended by a delegation of Afghan 
mujahidin including seven leaders of the Afghan holy war, AL-MUJTAMA' 
organized this symposium with three of the leaders of the holy war on _ the 
concerns and hopes of the Afghan holy war. The symposium centered on the 
following questions: 


[Question] What is your impression of what took place in the Fifth Islamic 
Summit Conference regarding the Afghan problem? Did the resolutions of the 
conference realize tne aspirations of the Afghan mujahidin? 


[Professor Sayyaf] We asked the summit not to content itself with making 
condemnatory or critical resolutions, because these are "“unfattening, 
unappeasing hunger." (Qur'an 88:7, describing cactus thorns) That is not the 
character of Muslim men; rather, they ought to take practical and serious 
stands according to what Islam has commanded. We pray that God will give them 
Success in doing so in their other conferences regarding every problem that 
concerns Muslims. 


{Professor Hekmatyar] We expected the Islamic Summit Conference to produce 
stronger resolutions than the previous Islamic conferences and than the 
decisions of the international organization regarding our cause. After a holy 
war that has lasted 8 years and 9 months, and after the issuance of many 
resolutions by various Islamic conferences, we hoped that the summit would 
take practical steps to give the mujahidin a permanent seat in the Islamic 
conference, but it appears that no practical step has been taken in this 
direction. What saddens us after what we had awaited and expected is that the 
summit's resolutions on the Afghan issue turned out weaker and milder than the 
previous resolutions. 
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[Question] There are Russian attempts to resolve the Afghan issue through 
proposals and initiatives for a Soviet withdrawal and the formation of a 
coalition government. What is your position on these attempts? 


[Professor Sayyaf] Our position is one of rejection and refusal. We will 
never accept a government in which non-Islamic elements participate, because 
this is something contrary to the Islam for whose establishment we are making 
sacrifices. What is more, through these political maneuvers the Russians want 
to achieve what they were unable to achieve by using military force. 


[Professor Hekmatyar] Instead of taking a practical step to resolve the 
Afghan issue, the Russians want to present hollow proposals and initiatives. 
We believe the only solution to the problem of Afghanistan is the immediate 
Withdrawal of the Russian army without restriction or condition. This is 
something dependent only on the Russians; it does not need the presentation of 
proposals. Just as they entered Afghanistan, so ought they to leave it in 
order for the problem to be solved. When the Russians introduced their armies 
into Afghanistan, they asked no one to open the doors of Afghanistan. So, 
too, when they leave, they can leave without presenting proposals’ and 
suggestions. Just as they withdrew a small part of their forces some time 
ago, they can withdraw their remaining forces in the same way, without asking 
for a cease-fire. Acceptance of a coalition government is nothing but 
capitulation and surrender to the communist enemy. 


[Professor Yunis Khalis] Yes, there are Russian attempts. The Russians want 
to harvest the fruits of the fighting that has continued for 9 years. 
Creation of a coalition government only means surrender to atheism, because 
the meeting of contraries--indeed, of the contradictories Islam and atheism-- 
is impossible. Agreement to a government composed of atheists and Muslims 
would mean the formation of an nonbelieving state. No one who agrees to such 
a guvernment is a Muslim. 


[Question ] The Islamic community is pinning its hopes on the Afghan 
mu jahidin. We fear that they may become infected by the sickness of disunion 
that is destroying the Islamic community. To what extent do the factions of 
the Afghan mujahidin work together? 


(Professor Sayyaf] I agree with you, brother, that our disunion is a disease 
destroying the community. To a large extent, the seven factions of mujahidin 
work together. We ask all Muslims to help in this matter and to pray for us 
from their hearts. 


[Professor Hekmatyar] The Islamic movement began with a limited number of 
people amidst a people torn by disunity and tribal differences and deprived of 
Islamic leadership. The movement has continued for 18 years. During this 
period, we have been able to overcome many old disputes we inherited from the 
past. We have been able to muster the entire people under the banner of holy 
war, so that all of them are voicing the slogans of the Islamic movement. In 
this way, they have remained steadfast in the trenches of battle for 9 years, 
offering more than 1.1 million martyrs and 5 million refugees. They have 
stood with the Islamic movement and not felt weariness. To have brought’ the 
entire people in so short a time to such a state of mutual reconciliation and 
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harmony is something wonderful. We hope to overcome the remaining disputes. 
One should know that uniting an entire people under the banner of holy war and 
one leadership in so short atime is no light matter. The existing 
differences between the factions of the holy war are not great, as some people 
imagine and as has been rumored abroad. Had they been as great as they are 
exaggerated to be, the holy war would not have continued through this extended 
period. The enemies of Islam are the ones behind propagating and spreading 
such evil reports about the holy war. 


[Professor Yunis Khalis] I agree with what you said about disunion being the 
fundamental reason for lack of success. It is the chastisement that God sends 
down upon his disobedient servants. "Say: 'He is able to send forth upon you 
chastisement, from above you or from under your feet, or to confuse you in 
sects and to make you taste the violence of one another.'" (Qurtan 6:65) 
Almighty God has spoken the truth! 


The only way for us to unite is to return to God and settle our quarrels by 
the Book of God and the Sunnah of His Prophet. "If you should quarrel on 
anything, refer it to God and the Messenger, if you believe in God and the 
Last Day." (Qur'an 4:59) We have seen that the brothers have agreed to the 
arbitration of certain religious scholars to settle their quarrels according 
to what Islamic law requires. If we carry this out and do not rebel against 
the judgment of God concerning us, quarreling will inevitably cease and 
agreement will prevail in addition to that. Goals perhaps differ. The goal 
of one person may be the establishment of an Islamic state, together with his 
own assumption of power. Another of us may have the goal of establishing an 
Islamic state in any form, and the others may not agree with him on this. My 
personal opinion is that an Islamic state is one in which authority is in the 
hands of believing men learned in religion and that the constitution should be 
derived from the Book and the Sunnah. If any part of this is missing, the 
Islamic state will have lost its essential nature; for believers can rule only 
by means of what God has revealed. The heart of an irreligious person 
unlearned in the faith cannot be sincerely dedicated to carrying out the 
provisions of Islamic law, as we have learned by experience in the factional 
governments. 


[Question] There is an Islamic holy war movement in the occupied land of 
Palestine. Are there relations between you and chis holy war movement, and 
with the PLO? 


[Professor Sayyaf] There are no links between us, but we always pray that God 
will make us_ successful in performing our duty toward Palestine, because 
Palestine is dear to us. Whenever we remember that Jerusalem is in the hands 
of the Jews, in our souls we feel our manliness and honor diminished. 


[Professor Hekmatyar] There is no relation between us and the PLO. 


We hope there will be firm links between us and any Islamic holy war 
organization. 


[Professor Yunis Khalis] Because all of us are one company. So I say that we 
support anyone in the east or the west who acts for Islam, and we establish 
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firm relations and links with him. We sacrifice ourselves for their success, 
as we sacrifice for the success of our holy war. 


[Question] Why has no provisional Islamic government been established on 
liberated territory in Afghanistan? 


[Professor Sayyaf] God willing, a provisional Islamic government will be 
established at the appropriate time and with the agreement of all the holy war 
organizations. 


[Professor Hekmatyar] At present, there are local governments in all 
liberated areas, and they administer all affairs of these regions: education, 
security, the judicial system, etc. However, establishment of a central 
government in any of these liberated areas requires sufficient protection from 
Russian air attacks. At the present time, the mujahidin do not have’ such 
capabilities, since we do not have deverrent air defenses. Among’ the 
resolutions of the Islamic Union of Mujahidin of Afghanistan is the founding 
of a provisional government within Afghanistan after the withdrawal of the 
Russian army. This provisional government will work for the establishment of 
an elected government and an elected People's Assembly. 


[Professor Yunis Khalis] You know that the enemy has all the means of 
bombardment and destruction. Therefore, the establishment of a government 
within Afghanistan ranks beneath setting internal affairs in good order. 
Besides, we have no guarantee until now that any government in the world will 
recognize a new gcvernment that we would establish within Afghanistan. What 
is required of the Islamic states is that they give us assurance that if we 
establish an Islamic state on liberated Afghan territory, the Islamic states 
will recognize the new government. 


[Question] What do the leaders of the Afghan mujahidin ask from people in the 
Islamic movement throughout the world? 


{Professor Sayyaf] We ask them to be of help to us with everything they can, 
to consider this holy war theirs, and to know tnat this holy war is a symbol 
of their existence. 


{Professor Hekmatyar] What we ask from those in the Islamic movement is: 


1. That they not forget to support the holy war in Afghanistan. They ought 
to consider it the first and most important issue for people in the Islamic 
movement--as, in fact, it is. Nothing should distract them from this cause. 
I would have the Islamic movements give even more weight to working with all 
their strength to make the holy war in Afghanistan succeed, because the hope 
for success here is greater than in any other movement and because Afghanistan 
can afterwaris be the starting point in terms of holy war for all the Islamic 
movements. 


2. The enemies of Islam are working with all their strength to impose an 
information »lackout on the Afghan holy war and not to publish reports about 


it and its victories. Our one hope for publicizing the Afghan issue lies with 
the Islamic movements and organizations. We ask these movements to work at 
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publicizing the victories and heroic deeds of the mujahidin and lifting the 
information blackout imposed upon them. 


3. We ask our brothers in the Islamic movements to send intelligent and 
experienced preachers who "call to the way of God with wisdom and good 
admonition" [cf. Qur'an 16:125], who are concerned about the most important 
things, and who do not stir up new problems for us. They should send us 
fighter-doctors who have courage to go into the battle trenches and continue 
their work with the mujahidin. 


(Professor Yunis Khalis] We ask the people of the Islamic movements 
throughout the world to join ranks, as did the companions of the Prophet--Goa 
be pleased with them--so that neither difference of country or of language or 
of color separated them. There were Persians, Greeks, and Abyssinians among 
them, but none had superiority over another except in piety. In whatever 
location, we must join ranks. We have no excuse for not doing so, when God 
Himself says: "And those the angels take, while still they are wronging 
themselves--the angels will say, ‘In what circumstances were you?' They will 
Say, ‘We were abased in the earth.' The angels will say, ‘But was not God's 
earth wide, so that you might have emigrated in it?'" (Qur'an 4:97) #The 
weakness of the Islamic countries comes from their not being unified. 
Therefore you see the European community--infidels among infidels, and yet 
there are no entry visas between its peoples; while, in the Islamic states, 
the pressure is greater on Muslims than on infidels, and more care is taken of 
the traveling infidel than of the Muslim traveler. Whoever leaves Islam and 
the Muslims forsaken, God--may He be magnified and exalted--will surely 
forsake him. 


[Question] What were the intended purposes of Professor Rabbani's visit to 
America, and did the visit accompl:.sh its purposes? 


(Professor Sayyaf] If this question were addressed to Professor Rabbani 
himself, he would be more suited to answering it. 


(Professor Hekmatyar] This question should be addressed to Professor Rabbani. 
He is the one who traveled to America, and he knows what benefits came of his 
visit. As for me, I do not support traveling to the White House, or placing a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, or saluting the cross. Indeed, I 
Say that this trip gave Russia a propaganda tool it can lean on and use_ to 
justify its interference in Afghanistan--on the grounds that there are also 
other parties that have interfered in Afghanistan. I have written a bookiet 
on the subject, relying on the Book of God and the Sunnah of His Messenger--on 
him be blessing and peace--and making clear all the dangers of this visit. 


{Professor Yunis Khalis] Where are the brothers? God have mercy on them! 
"Civil strife is asleep; God curse whoever wakes it!" Perhaps this answer is 
sufficient for them. If not, they should realize that the Russians have 
mentally colonized some Afghans. Thus, a characteristic of the progressives 
is to accuse religious scholars of being reactionary and to accuse shaykhs and 
clergy of being agents of America. Even some Muslim youths have been 
influenced by these vicious ideas, and the atheists have started to justify 
their relationship with the Russians on the ground that the others have a link 


78 





to America. When the disaster came and we began the holy war, they accused us 
and still accuse us of being agents of America. As you know, Islam bears 
witness that God says concerning infidels and polytheists: "They wish that 
you should disbelieve as they disbelieve." (Qur'an 4:89) He also. says: 
"Never will the Jews be satisfied with thee, neither the Christians, not till 
thou followest their religion." (Qur'an 2:120) So it is not for us or for 
any Muslim to accuse Muslims, especially one of the leaders of the mujahidin, 
our brother scholar Professor Rabbani, of doing what an ordinary Muslim should 
not do. 


[Question] The period of close combat is a period crowded with many tasks and 
actions and in which there is not enough time to build an intellectual, 
cultural, and legal structure. What is the methodology you have followed to 
compensate for this deficiency? 


{Professor Sayyaf] It is indeed a crowded period. However, we have not 
forgotten an intellectual, cultural, and legal structure in light of the 
opportunities available to us. We ask our brothers to help us in this and to 
relieve us of some of the strers. 


{Professor Hekmatyar] Alongside the practical work of holy war, we have 
extensive activity in the field of educating and training mujahidin. We can 
divide these activities as follows: 


1. Organized public education: In the refugee camps we have schools that 
include the primary, intermediate, and secondary levels and in which 55,000 
refugee children are studying. We have a military university, and other 
universities will soon be opened. We also have schools at various levels 
within Afghanistan, as well es specialized schools and institutes, such as 
first-aid institutes and professional and trade institutes. 


2. Besides the public education, there are training courses such as_ the 
training camps organization. Some of these last for 1 or 2 weeks and include 
full programs on many Islamic subjects, with discussion of many of the 
problems of the holy war and ways of solving them. Participating mujahidin 
are trained in such praiseworthy forms of Islamic behavior as night prayer 
vigils, fasting Monday and Thursday, and so forth. 


3. We ask mujahidin from various fronts to participate in monthly training 
courses at which they are given intensive instruction in selected Islamic 
subjects and at the same time are trained in Islamic conduct and purification 
of the soul through prayer vigils and voluntary fasting. 


4. There are also 3-month training courses in which mujahidin from various 
fronts participate. They receive intensive lessons in various Islamic 
Subjects and are trained in programs of purification of the soul. After 
education and training, they return to their fronts, where they organize 
Similar courses for the mujahidin within liberated territory. In this way, 
our educational activity continues alongside our practical activity of holy 
war. 
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{Professor Yunis Khalis] Perhaps you already know that every organization 
that takes care of provisioning the mujahidin and their children and the 
refugees with religion is more important to them than equipping them with 
material means. On this basis, we have a committee called "the Committee on 
Good Conduct." Its job is to use and employ religious scholars and students 
to teach religion and help orphans materially and religiously and to help the 
disabled. The committee has an extensive program and works day and night for 
the welfare of each and everyone. We also have the Education and Instruction 
Committee, whose job is to educate and instruct refugee children in schools. 
About 700 students are studying at the Emigration and Holy War School in 
Peshawar. Nevertheless, circumstances require that, we bear certain shortages 
and exert even more efforts, for the word "holy war" (jihad) is derived from 
the word "effort" (jahd). Perhaps victory is through those efforts that no 
one can bear unless he gives himself over completely to God: "God has bought 
from the believers their selves and their possessions against the gift of 
Paradise." (Qur'an 9:117%) 


[AL-MUJTAMA'] At the end of this symposium, we thank the leaders of the 
Afghan holy war for their kindness in frankly answering our questions dealing 
with the concerns of the Afghan holy war. We raise our hands beseeching God, 
may He be praised and exalted, to make a clear victory the ally of the 
Mujahidin who are sacrificing to establish the law of God in His land. 
"Victory comes only from God." (Qur'an 3:126 and 8:10) Until another 
symposium, God willing, so that we can throw light on other aspects of the 
Afghan holy war. Peace be with you and God's mercy and blessings! 
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AFGHANISTAN 


AHMAD SHAH: FIGHTING TO ESTABLISH ISLAMIC GOVERNMENT 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 17 Feb 87 pp 22-24 


[Interview with Afghan Mujahid Ahmad Shah, deputy of Professor Sayyaf: "All 
Friendly States Have Begun To Understand the Afghan Holy War as It Really Is"; 
name of interviewer, date and place not given] 


[Text] After the communists' failure in attacking Afghanistan intellectually 
and ideologically, they resorted to attacking it militarily, thus 
demonstrating the spuriousness of their slogans, the bankruptcy of their 
ideas, and their intellectual defeat, because principles spread through 
discussion and persuasion, not by force and compulsion. 


The battles occurring now on the soil of Muslim Afghanistan do not concern the 
Afghans alone; they concern all Muslims everywhere. 


We praise God that the Afghan Islamic holy war revolution is heaping painful 
blows on the occupiers. The news agencies are reporting how the mujahidin are 
defeating forces bristling with the most modern and deadly weapons, for the 
power of heaven, the power of God, is with the patient and faithful mujahidin. 


It gives us pleasure to interview one of the senior mujahidin, the mujahid 
brother Ahmad Shah, the deputy of Professor 'Abd-Rabb-al-Rasul Sayyaf. He 
will give us a picture of ongoing events in Afghanistan and explain the view 
of the mujahidin concerning the political proposals being made for a_ solution 
of the Afghan problen. 


[Question ] Tne international news agencies are talking about an impending 
solution of the Afghanistan issue by peaceful means and about an impending 
Russian withdrawal from Afghanistan. What is your opinion about a peaceful 
solution to the Afghanistan issue? 


[Answer ] What is being broadcast and published about a peaceful solution of 
the Afghanistan issue is merely a political game whose aim is to tear apart 
the Afghan Islamic ranks and stop the progress of the holy war movement, so 
that the government in Afghanistan can remain in the hands of the communists. 


If this is the case, why have they brought such large forces into Afghanistan? 
The Russians have lost heavily in their attack on Afghanistan. They have lost 
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thousands of soldiers, airplanes, and tanks. Every day they are spending more 
than $35 million in Afghanistan. 


[Question] Does this mean that you reject the peaceful solutions now being 
proposed? 


[Answer] Most certainly. 


[Question] Do the remaining Islamic factions support you in rejecting 
peaceful solutions, or not? 


[Answer] We are in agreement on rejecting them because we know the purposes 
and aims of the proposals. We know the truth about this new political game. 


[Question] Would it not be possible to exploit a political solution for the 
benefit of the mujahidin? One could take advantage of it to infiltrate the 
structure of Afghan society with the goal of gaining control over it from 
within and changing it, instead of resorting to military solutions. 


{Answer] The idea of infiltrating the structure of society must be rejected, 
because we are well known to the government. The communist government does 
not allow noncommunists to administer Afghan society. 


[Question] Why, then, are you fighting? 


(Answer] We are fighting for the sake of God in order to establish Islamic 
government. 


[Question] Do you think the way to Islamic government is holy war? 


[Answer] Yes; and the Qur'anic verses on this subject are many. They make 
clear the duty of holy war and the reward of those who die as martyrs. 


[Question] Are you not subject to external pressures to accept a peaceful 
solution? 


[Answer] We have not been subjected to any pressure from any country. All 
friendly countries have come to understand the .pa 

issue of the Afghan holy war as it really is, having seen the determination of 
this Muslim people to follow the path of holy war to liberate Afghanistan from 
Russian colonialism. 


[Question] If you would allow us to turn to the military aspects, have you 
accepted military aid from any countries? 


[Answer] Our revolution relies on its sons and on the Muslims. 


[Question] To put it in another way, does America have a role in arming you 
and supporting you materially? 


[Answer] We have refused America's nelp. We buy weapons with our own money 
from various sources, as well as capturing weapons from our enemy. 
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[Question] Every day, your military operations within Afghanistan are 
increasing in ferocity. Is there military coordination between the leaders of 
the holy war inside Afghanistan? 


[| Answer] There is military coordination between all seven Islamic factions 
inside Afghanistan. All are working on one battlefield against a common 
enemy. 


[Question] Are the leaders of the Afghan holy war movement in contact with 
the mujahidin within Afghanistan, or is their role limited to informational 
and political work? 


[Answer] The link between the leadership of the Afghan revolution and its 
base inside the country is strong. 


[Question] Does this mean that the leaders can take part in some operations? 


[Answer] That is not unusual, because they are mujahidin who take part with 
their brothers in some operations of the holy war. 


[Question] There are reports indicating internal incidents within the Soviet 
Union last December in the capital of the Republic of Kazakhstan in Central 
Asia. Do you have any connection, close or remote, with these incidents? 


[Answer] I do not think we have a connection with those incidents. 


[Question] Any revolution undoubtedly needs economic resources to support it 
and insure its continuance. Have you thought of establishing an economic 
program so that you can do without Islamic aid and rely on yourselves? 


[Answer ] We have thought of it. We have established some of the necessary 
economic projects, to the extent that our circumstances and limited 
possibilities allow, and in accordance with our need. For example, we are 
producing soap, lumber, and other things. We still need more. 


You must know, however, that establishing large economic projects requires 
land, and we do not possess the land suitable for the establishment of these 
projects. The terrain of the camps is rough and difficult, unsuitable for 
major economic aspirations. However, we are working within our difficult 
circumstances. We have in fact begun. 


[Question] What is your vision of the future of Afghanistan after the victory 
of your revolution, God willing? 


[Answer] Our government will be an Islamic government. Essentially, we are 
fighting for the establishment of this government. We will not allow freedom 
of action to any organization or party whose beliefs or ideas violate Islam. 


[Question] This leads us to another question: Have you prepared the cadres 
necessary to lead society? 
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[Answer ]} Of course. We have begun to prepare the necessary cadres, within 
our circumstances and possibilities, and according to the pricrities. For 
example, we have established a war college to graduate officers. The first 
Class will graduate soon, God willing. We have also established schools and 
institutes. We have students studying in universities abroad in the various 
specializations that we need. 


[Question] Do these students choose their specializations at your directive 
and according to a set plan, or according to their personal motivation? 


[Answer] At a directive from us, of course. 


[Question] There are reports indicating the presence of communists from other 
countries fighting on the side of the Afghan communist government. What is 
your comment on these reports? 


[Answer] These reports are true. We confirmed this when we found non-Afghan 
personal identity cards from Korea and Ethiopia after certain operations. 


[Question] What has happened to the situation in the Jilji area? 


[Answer] The mujahidin nave been able to recover their strength in that area, 
praise be to God. The Afghan mujahidin are increasing in strength. They 
control more than 80 percent of Afghanistan. 


Many Afghan soldiers are deserting the puppet government and joining the 
mu jahidin. 


[Question] Without a doubt, your revolution concerns not just you, but all 
Muslims. Supporting it with oneself and one's money is a duty. What kind of 
Support do you prefer? 


[Answer ] We prefer aid in money, not in kind, because we know better than 
others what we need within our traditions and circumstances. 


[AL-MUJTAMA'] At the end of the interview, we thank our brother, the mujahid 
Ahmad Shah, and wish the Islamic holy war revolution in Afghanistan success, a 
happy outcome, and victory, God permitting. "And on that day the believers 
shall rejoice in God's help." (Qur'an 30:4) 
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IRAN 


POWER STRUGGLE BETWEEN MONTAZERI, RAFSANJANI GROUPS CITED 
London KEYHAN in Persian 12 Feb 87 p 16 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] These days in Iran, almost everyone is determined that after the death 
of Ayatollah Khomeyni, the only one to succeed him will be Hojatt ol-Eslam 
Rafsanjani, the present speaker of the Majlis. This is the same Rafsanjani who 
according to the U.S. government, is the most influential person in the present 
political scene of Iran and it is he who probably will end the bloody war be- 
tween Iran and Iraq. In Tehran, they call Rafsanjani the "Shark" and this 
title is given to him due to the fact that he does not have any hair on his 
face. Robert Fisk, the correspondent of TIME magazine in a report from Tehran 
writes: Those who call Rafsanjani Shark have chosen a suitable name for him. 
In less than 3 months he has used the secret U.S. arms sale scandal to his own 
advantage and audaciously has arrested 200 of Ayatollah Montazeri supporters, 
damaged Montazeri's position and decreased his power. Rafsanjani is still the 
idol of the Revolutionary Guards and they have allocated the fundamental role 
of unifying the strength of the structure of the Isiamic Republic to him. 


Revolutionary Guards Support Rafsanjani 


The important secret of Rafsanjani's power could be found in his deep influence 
on the Revolutionary Guards. He has convinced Ayatollah Khomeyni that the 
establishment of the Revolutionary Guards in the Air Force and Navy was 
necessary and two of the main commanders of these guards, Rafiq-Dust and 
Mohsen Reza'i, are supporters of Rafsanjani. Sometime ago, he realized that 

he could not trust Iran's army to save the Islamic Republic. In his view, 
without the Revolutionary Guards, Iran's society would split and bring civil 
war as a gift to the country. 


Robert Fisk added: After the death of Khomeyni, power will be officially 
transferred to either Ayatollah Montazeri or to a council consisting of three 
or five members who are presently part of the leadership. And undoubtedly 

one of them will be Rafsanjani. The power of Ayatollah Montazeri was sharply 
decreased after the arrest of Mehdi Hashemi, the person who revealed the 

secret relations between the U.S. and Rafsanjani. Mehdi Hashemi is the brother 
of Ayatollah Montazeri's son-in-law and his main responsibility was to export 
the Islamic revolution to other countries. 








By taking advantage of the event of Mehdi Hashemi's arrest and the confession 
of his mistakes on television, Rafsanjani strengthened his political situation 
in western circles more than ever. In his press interview two weeks ago with 
westerm reporters, he presented the picture that he is willing to heip the west 
to free their hostages in Lebanon. Robert Fisk in another part of his article 
writes: Rafsanjani knows that in order to improve the present chaotic economic 
situation, he must either end the expensive and bloody Iran-Iraq war or quiet 
the war fronts as much as possible. Rafsanjani knows that as long as Khomeyni 
is alive, Iran will continue the war with Iraq, and therefore, if Iran wins 
this war and becomes victorious, the Islamic republic will not be satisfied 
only occupying Baghdad and its Revolutionary Guards will desire to find their 
way to Jerusalem. Therefore the existence of Rafsanjani is very important for 
the west and for the same reason McFarland and Oliver North went to Tehran to 
visit hin. 


Rafsanjani Sent His Own Son to Switzerland to Escape Military Service 


Robert Fisk in his report for TIME magazine cites: Ayatollah Khomeyni also 
has other schemes for Rafsanjani in his will. 


In his will, it is possible that Khomeyni will introduce Ayatollah Montazeri 

as his successor and also condem Rafsanjani in some ways. Khomeyni bas em- 
barked on such unexpected political activities in the past. Disposing of Bani- 
Sadr, the first Islamic President, is an example of Khomeyni's amazing political 
maneuvers. It must be born in mind that Rafsanjani's son has escaped to 
Switzerland in order to avoid the draft and not go to war. Sometime ago, when 
Ayatollah Khalkhali tried to reveal some of these matters against Rafsanjani 

in the Majilis, Rafsanjani's brother, who is the director of Radio and Television, 
ordered the rest of Khalkhali's speech on the radio to be suddenly cut off. 
Anyway, this is the same Rafsanjani who must end the Iran-Iraq war and to estab- 
lish friendly relations with the west. He must convince the west that Iran's 
revolution is a national matter not an international religious movement. In 
conclusion Robert Fisk said that the selection of Rafsanjani by the U.S. was 
correct, however they performed this action too rapidly and hastily. 
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IRAN 


ALL TERRORIST GROUPS SAID SPONSORED BY KHOMEYNI REGIME 
London KEYHAN in Persian 12 Feb 87 p 15 
{London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] Abu Ayaz, the number two man in the Palestine Liberation 
Organization announced: "“Hizballah, Islamic Jihad, the Revolution Justice 
Organization and the Foundation of the Oppressed are all one thing and are 
all working for Tehran and take European hostages in Lebanon according to 
the Islamic Republic's orders.“ Abu Ayaz whose real name is Salah Khalaf 
and is in charge of intelligence affairs for the Palestine Liberation 
Organization revealed that the Americans have negotiated with Iran only 
for the sake of freeing their own hostages and have shipped spare parts 
and arms to the Islamic Republic." Abu Ayaz added: "Certainly prior to 
the negotiations with Iran, they appraised the other important 
circumstances of Iran such as its geographical and political importance 
and then they started to work." Talk such as the United States’ intention 
of arms sales to Iran being merely to strengthen the moderates in Iran's 
regime was only an excuse in order to keep the real episode of the 
exchange of arms with the hostages a secret." The truth is in Tehran the 
key to all the affairs is in the hands of Khomeyni and as long as he is 
alive, nothing will change." 


In Paris, Abu Ayaz in an interview with LE MATIN newspaper published in 
France, in regard ‘zo French hostages in Lebanon who are in the hands of 
the Hizballah of Lebanon supporting Khomeyni said: The key to the release 
of the French hostages is connected to the release of Anis Naqqash. As 
long as France refrains from releasing Anis Naqqash who is imprisoned for 
attempting to assassinate Shapur Bakhtiar, they will not be able to obtain 
the release of their hostages." Abu Ayaz added: "The release of Anis 
Naqqash is the first condition of the hostage takers. The other 
conditions for the release of the hostages suggested to the French were 
discussed later." 


"The terrorists who hijacked an Air France airplane in August 1984 and 
took it to Tehran had as their first demand the release of Anis Naqqash." 
Abu Ayaz emphasized: "When they took the airplane to Tehran and decided 
to blow it up, I personally got in touch with Rafiq-Dust, the Minister of 
the Islamic Republic Pasdaran (Revolutionary Corps) and asked that at 
least the passengers be al:cwed to leave before the plane was exploded." 
LE MATIN ir: regard to Anis Naqqash the terrorist who in 1985 attempt to 
murder Shapur Bakhtiar writes: "He is of Lebanese origir and after the 
rise of 'Khomeynism' he became a Khomeyni supporter. After he was 
established in Iran he participated in the first terrorist activities of 
the Islamic Republic abroad." 
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Abu Ayaz, the number two man of the Palestine Liberation Organization who 
now resides in Tunis, the capital of Tunisia, in regard to the activities 
of Anis Naqqash states: "As a result of receiving a decree on religious 
jurisprudence from Khomeyni, he went to Paris in order to assassinate 
Shapur Bakhtiar." Abu Ayaz added that the Air France plane was hijacked 
according to the orders of Rafiq-Dust himself. "He is the one who planned 
the hijacking in order to release Anis Naqqash." 


Abu Ayaz then referred to the condition of Anis Naqqash in prison and 
said: "Sometime ago, he wrote a letter to Imam Khomeyni and explained the 
bad conditions in the prison. As a result, the Islamic Republic became 
determined to free him under any condition in order to indicate to its 
supporters that the Islamic Republic never leaves its friends alone 
especially if they are heroes. I have related this matter to the French 
Minister of Interior twice and I know the unconditional release of Anis 
Naqqash is very difficult and would create a great problems for the French 
government. In addition, Anis Naqqash is a murderer and has murdered a 
French policeman and another French citizen." 


Abu Ayaz in regard to the other demands of the Islamic Republic for the 
release of the French hostages in Lebanon said: "Iran is not demanding 
the stop of French arms sales to Iraq; Iran only also wants to purchase 
arms from France like Iraq." Abu Ayaz is repeatedly emphasizing that the 
Hizballah, the Islamic Jihad and other groups which take Europeans hostage 
are all branches of one tree and are directed and sponsored from one place 
and that is Tehran. He emphasized: "We do not have any relations with 
Tehran and Tehran's doors are closed to us but we have some connections 
with the Hizballah in Lebanon." 


In regard to the role of Syria in hostage taking in Lebanon, Abu Ayaz 

said: Oreal Korenta, the French hostage was apparently freed with the 

help of Syria but if Tehran did not give a green light for the release of 
the mentioned hostage, he would not have been released. Certainly, Syria 
plays an important role for the release of the captured hostages in Lebanon 
but Syria is only able to negotiate with the Hizballah if Tehran permits." 


In regard to the release of Phillip Rousho, George Hanse, Camille Suntag 
and Marcel Kudari the French hostages released by the Hizballah in 
Lebanon, Abu Ayaz said: "Tehran released them as the result of Damascus 
pressure. When Damascus noticed the release of the American hostages, one 
after another, it became agitated and pressured Tehran to release the 
French hostages too and Tehran accepted that." 


In the continuation of his disclosures, Abu Ayaz said: "The Americans 
bribed the Islamic Republic for the release of every hostage. The price 
for the release of hostages increased deliriously during the last months. 
At first the Hizballah asked for one million dollars but later they 
increased the rate for the release of other hostages to 2 million and 3 
million dollars." Abu Ayaz laughingly added: "The hostage seizers were 
spending this money to strengthen their organization and their purpose is 
to seize other hostages." 
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EMIGRE PAPER DISCUSSES REGIME'S 8-YEAR BALANCE SHEET 
London KEYHAN in Persian 12 Feb 87 p 2 
[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and publisher Dr Mesbahzadeh] 


[Text] This week coincides with the 8th anniversary of the "Islamic Revolu- 
tior'. 11 February 1979 was a most inauspicious day which will be forever 
remembered as one of the most tragic days in the future history of our home- 
land. Now, 8 years after that date, with a brief glance and comparison of 
Iran's present situation with the past, it is enough to discover how a nation 
which was on its way to belonging to the progressive and advanced nations of 
the world has fallen to a dreadful abyss. 


Probably it is better to quote this reality from the words of the reporter of 
a Philadelphia newspaper who visited Tehran recently and also had been in 
Tehran in 1978. He writes: "I was extremely stunned to see the situation in 
Iran. I could not believe that this was the same country that I had seen only 
one year before the Islamic revolution. Everything was disorganized and the 
people's faces were mournful and disturbed. It was as if the hands of the 
clock had been turned back in this country. The factories were either closed 
or in the process of being shut down. Due to the dispatch of the rural youth 
to the war front, the fields were abandoned. The universities were not normal. 
The government offices were chaotic and the roads ruined. There were no 

signs of habitation or reconstruction in any cities that we visited. 

The most interesting things were the activities of the Revolutionary Guards, 
the assembly for prayer ceremonies and the mourning sessions. During our 

trip we did not even notice a smile on anyone's face." 


This is the statement of a foreign correspondent. In order to realize the 
depth of this calamity, it is enough to mention that in the Iran-Iraq war . 
alone, over 1 million Iranian youth have lost their lives and nearly 5v0 
thousand have become disabled or idle. The leaders of the regime have 
estimated that the amount of damages sustained by the country is 360 billion 
dollars. Undoubtedly, the financial and spiritual damage inflicted by the 
agents of the regime during the 8 years of their domination over our homeland 
is much more than the figure above. Besides the desolation, massacres, and 
plundering of public wealth, over 2.5 million of the experienced, educated 
and elite of our nation have abandored the country. At present, everyday 
between 100 to 200 people leave our borders and take refuge in the foreign 
countries. They prefer the hardship and difficult life in Denmark, Turkey, 
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Greece and even Pakistani camps to the life in their own country. Two million 
of the fortunate and optimistic people of the southerm and western provinces 

of Iran who have lost their homes and livelihoods to the war are living in 
government camos and evervdav tens of these veonle commit suicide. 


Corruption and public plunder have reached such extraordinary dimensions that 
according to statements by officials of the regime, an iron merchant has 
usurped over 1.5 billion tomans (10 rials to one toman) during 1 1/2 years. 
The smuggling of narcotics, carpets, precious articles and even Y tons of 
caviar inserted inside watermelons by agents of the regime has amazed inter- 
national experts. 


We are not talking about freedom, social justice and national security since 
the regime in principle does not believe in these subjects. The rezime's 
present subjects and standards are not in accord with any of the worid's prin- 
ciples and public laws. Of 120 billion dollars obtained from the auction of 
Iranian oil, less than one-tenth of this is used for the natiou's development 
projects and over 58 billion dollars of this money has been used for the 
expenses of the war with Iraq and the purchase of arms on the intermational 
market. If the situation in our country is extremely critical and painful, 
the Islamic regime is also facing a sensitive and dangerous stage. 


The Islamic regime which was hopeful that through the introduction of 
theocratic rule it would be able to present a new pattern to the world society, 
has realized that now this pattern is not even able to last until the death 

of Ayatollah Khomeyni. All the efforts of the regime to overthrow the funda- 
mental order and foundations in the country and replace them with new stan- 
dards have failed. 


The abundant efforts to brainwash the children and change them to Islamic 
robots have failed and the intensified Revolutionary Guards action has not 
been able to break the resistance of the broad-minded Iranian women. Even 
during this relatively long time, the regime has not succeeded in establishing 
a strong central government, specified the responsibilities of the different 
organs or at least established national security. Due to these reasons, at 
present, tens of different organizations, foundations, institutions, society 
and divisions are interfering in the national affairs. Many powerful agents 
of the regime have each established a power base for themselves and none of 
them dare appear in front of the people for fear of their lives. 


Those optimists in the west who imagined that the Islamic regime would be able 
to defeat the idealistic programs of "Communism" and arouse the 5 Muslim 
regions of the Soviet Union against the world of communism have now realized 
that during its 8 years of existence, the regime has not even moved further 
than Iran's frontiers and is near death in its own birthplace. These days the 
influential agents of the regime are resorting to intermational middlemen and 
are trying to find a suitable position for themselves in the future since the 
last days of the life of the Islamic regime is getting closer. 


What is worthy of consideration is the role of the national campaigners and 
opposition organizations abroad. Undoubtedly, these organivations, especially 
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during the first years, had admirable activities. But unfortunately, their 
confrontations in marginal debates and their secondary differences prevented 
them from extending the degree of their efforts to the expectations of their 
homeland and Iranian associates. . 


We want to bring to the attention of the leaders of the national campaigns 
inside and outside the country their great responsibilities and we expect of 
them that during these days when the Islamic regime is facing the most 
difficult days of its life, not to lose their chances and to remember that 
history is the most uncompromising judge. 
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U.S. AID DEBATE VIEWED, TERMED 'INTERESTING' 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 8 Mar 87 p 4 


[Text ] 


’ 


As a Silent observer, 
Pakistan witnesses a debate in 
the US Congress which may 
decide the future of its 4.02 
billion dollar American Aid 
package. To most of us the 
interesting aspect of this 
debate is that it is being 
conducted on American soil, 
by representatives of the 
American Nation, and yet 
Pakistan's case is so lucidly 
and convincingly portrayed. 
The matter of the Symington 
Amendment which inevitably 
crops up when American Aid 
and Pakistan's peaceful 
Nuclear Programme are 
mentioned in one breath, — 
was the first one to get the 
heat of the Congress argu- 
ment. Though this provision 
in the US Constitution which 
prohibits American economic 
and military aid to countries 
with questionable nuclear 
programmes’ does not under 
the wildest imagination take 
*akistan within its fold, yet it 
was heartening that the US 
Deputy Assistant Sccretary of 
State, Robert Peck, asked for 
a six-year waiver of the 
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Amendment in the case of 
Pakistan. Wide awake and 
ready to strike against 
Pakistan's vital interests, the 
Indian lobby made its usual 
demand for keeping Pakistan 
ona short leash to guarantee 
its compliance — or is the 
motive the less honourable 
one of. having more hold on 
Pakistan's decision-making 
authority. 

One must admit that the 
Indian lobby, never short on 
external loyalty, does tend to 


‘give the game away too 


quickly. The strongest 
evidence presented against 
Pakistan was an Indian 
journalist's interview, a bomb 
in the basement story, which 
even the author has by now 
admitted was almost as 
fictitious as Hitler's diaries. 
Another revealing moment 
came at the point when 
Pakistan's requirement for the 
AWACS, early warning 
aircraft was matched by the 
question, “Would the US be 
willing to sell to India as 
well?” by none other than 
Stephen Solarz himself. 
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Nothing could have been 
more obvious at that point. 
but just in case somcone had 
missed the name of the party 
on the rampage, the chanting 
Indian demonstrators outside 
the Congress building fiiled 
out that missing link. It is 
encouraging that there are 
Americans who had done 
their homework on the legi- 
timacy of Pakistan's case: its 
commendable economic per- 
formance, its autarky in food- 
grains and more pertinently 
its lone efforts towards peace 
with India. At moments like 
this the future of the aid 
package becomes secondary 
and the fact that observers of 
international affairs can sce 
through the smoke screen of 
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sophisticated propaganda and 
understand the sensitivities of 
nations like Pakistan, is a very 
heartening thought. It was 
afterall an American 
Congressman who pointed 
out that India’s MIG-25 was 
capable of over-flying and 
photographing the whole of 
Pakistani territory. [t should 
not matter that the demand 
for adding restrictions and 
preconditions within the aid 
package is being manipulated 
by those that would have 
Pakistan economically retard- 
ed on a permanent basis. It 
does matter however that 
many in the US Congress 
could rise above petty allega- 
tions and back a legitimate 
viewpoint so beautifully. 
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MINISTER ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON PROPOSED AWACS SALE 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English. 3 Mar 87 p 8 





[Text ] 


| ISLAMABAD, March 2: Mr. 
Zain Noorani, Minister of State 
for Forcign § Affairs, today 
categorically stated that tne sarc 
of ‘AWACS' did not form part 
of USA's aid package of 4.06 
‘billion to Pakistan. 


He also clarificd that no onc 


from Amcrican atministration 
had told Pakistan that they were 
not going to scll ‘AWACS' to 
Pakistan. He was speaking in the 
National Assembly today on sev- 
cral identical adjournment mo- 
tions sought to be moved during 
the last session. 

The Minister also opposed the 
motions on technical grounds 
and said the motions were based 
on mere presumption which is 
not correct. He described the 
Press reports, referred to in the 
motions, as baseless. 

He explaincd that the alleged 
sale of ‘AWACS’ to Pakistan 
had nothing to do with the US 
aid package of 4.06 billion. The 
aid package, he added, consisted 
of economic aid and military 
sales to Pakistan from US. 
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(Mr. Zain Noorani also denied 
the contention cf the movers of 
the motions that some officers 
of US administration came to 
Pakistan scerctly to inform that 
US was not ready to sale 
AWACS to Pakistan. 

He also raised some technical 
objections on the motions, say- 
ing that it did not relate to urgent 
or specific matter. He also refer- 
red to KAUL’'s. rulings in this 
connection. 

The Deputy Speaker, Sardar 
Wazir Ahmed Jogezai ruling the 
motions out of order, observed 
that the subject matter of the 
motions related to. defence pol- 
icy which could not be brought 
under discussion through ad- 
journment motions. 

The motions were standing in 
the names of Syed Fakhar Imam, 
Haji Mohammad — Saifullah 
Khan, Sahabzada Mohammad 
Ahmed, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, 
Mr. Javed Hashmi Mr. Mumtaz 
Ahmed Yarar, Rai Ahmed 
Nawaz and Rana Nazir Ahmed. 

Speaking on the admissibility 
of the motions. Sved Fakhir 
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Imam said that the people of 
Pakistan were not sure whether 
the aid package included the sale 
of ‘AWACS' to Pakistan. 

He termed the question of ac- 
quiring ‘“AWACS’ as most cru- 
cial for Pakistan, particularly 
keeping in view the situation 
arising out by intrusion of Af 
ghan war planes into Pakistan 
territory. 

He asserted that the foreign 
policy of Pakistan should be de- 
bated in the flousc. He said that 
people should not be kept in 
dark about the sensitive issues 
like ‘AWACS' (Airborne Warn- 
ing and Control System). 

Mr. Javed Hashmi insisted to 
speak on the admissibility of the 
motion but was not allowed by 
the chair. However, he pressed 
the motions. 

Haji Saifullah Khan, Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed and Mr. Mumtaz 
Ahmed ‘Tarar also pressed the 
motions. Sahabzada Moham- 
mad Ahmed, however. did not 
press his motion after the state- 
ment of Mr. Zain Noorani.-— 
APP. 
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COMMENTARY LAUDS ARMS PRODUCTION EFFORTS 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 9 Mar 87 p 4 
[Text] ' 


HILE addressing the engineers, senior officials 

and workers of the Pakistan Ordnance Factory, 
at Havelian,'on the occasion of the inaugural ceremony 
of the country’s first Rocket Propellant Plant, Prime 
Minister Mohammad Khan rightly described it as yct 
another step towards achieving self-reliance in defence 
production. Although a nation strongiy committed to a 
policy of peaccful co-existence and totally devoid of any 
aggressive intentions against any country, Pakistan, like 
any other peace-loving nation, cannot close its eyes to 
the need of strengthcning its own defence, as a nation 
with weak defence capabilities usually invites aggression 
from outside. 

Although the consciousness of adequate prepared- 
iness in the country’s defence had all along been there 
lever since the emergence of Pakistan as a sovereign 
State in 1947, the production of arms, ammunition and 
cquipment within the country was greatly handicapped 
during the early years of independence for want of 
adequate facilitics. It was in 1950s that a beginning vas 
‘made with the setting-up of the Wah Ordnance Fac- 
itories, which continued to expand gradually and register 
lencouraging progress in the production of infantry 
‘weapons, such as light, medium and heavy machine- 
guns, recoilless rifles and ammunition. The nucleus of 
Idefence production, set up at Wah, has since grown 
into a large industrial complex comprising several self- 

ntained factories, onc of which also produces high 
xplosives, propellants, initiators and explosives for the 
manufacture of dynamite. The Complex is also equip- 
iped for the maintenance of machinery and plants and 
for the production of fiircraft, bombs and mortars. 

It may be recalled that while ordnance factories 
continued to enlarge their range of production, reliance 
for bulk of the major military hardware, like anti-tank 
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‘and anti-aircraft guns, armoured vehicles, tanks and a 
|host of other items, was on outside sources. It was not 
Ibefore 1965 that the realisation of the‘dangers of exter- 
inal dependence really occurred to us as a result of the 
‘agonising setback experienced in the hour of our 
reatest need. The same kind of shocking experience 
icame in 1971. These Icssons impelled us to redouble 
lour efforts to attain the maximum self-sufficiency in 
'defence production of every possible description, for 
‘the attainment of which we have been all long actively 
supported by our most trusted friend and neighbour, 
ithe People’s Republic of China. 
| The Rocket Propellant Plant is the latest in the line 
lof defence production facilities set up in this country 
with the assistance and cooperation of China. With the 
addition of this new plant to supplement production at 
the Heavy Mechanical Complex, the Heavy Forge and 
Foundfy, the Tank Rcbuild Factory and Kamra 
Aeronautical Complex, Pakistan should be able to boost 
its defence production in the direction of maximum self- 
reliance, which alone is the guarantce of building an 
jimpregnable defence in the real sense. 


" 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADERS TALK ABOUT 1990 ELECTIONS 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 87 p 


[Text ] 


KARACHI, March 5: The 
Secrctary-General, Pakistan 


Muslim League (PML), Mr. Iqbal © 


Ahmed Khan, has said: the next 
general election will be held on 
party basis in 1990 and PML 
workers should start moulding 
public opinion in favour of PML. 

Addressing the concluding 
session of Karachi Division 
Muslim League workers 
convention here today, he urged 
workers to unite and reorganize 
party structure so that the PML, 
which after a long time had been 
revived, could play its vital role 
towards establishment of real 
democracy in the country 

He said the PMI. belongs to its 
workers and is not property ot its 
leaders like many other parties in 
the country. He said in the past 
many opportunists in the PML 
utilized its platform for their 

rsonal gains and when the party 

ecame ineffective for some 
reason, they left it and joined other 
parties. 

He stressed that now the PML 
would never accept such 
opportunists who were more 
interested in themselves than the 
nation or the country. 

He said that several political 
parties which were posing 
themselves as champion of Islam 
were not serious about Islam but 
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were only concerned with their 
own political gains 

He said most of these leaders 
opposed the creation of Pakistan 
and were believers of One-Nation 
Theory in united India 

He said he would try his best for 
the repatriation of Pakistanis who 
were stranded in Bangladesh. He 
also provised to set up the PML 
Workers Foundation to assist 
financially the needy 
workers. 

Fiarlier, inaugurating the 
convention Sind Chief Minister 
Syed Ghous \li Shah. who is also 
President of Sind Muslim League 
said that his party believed thet all 
those living i Pahistan ere 
Muslims and Pakistanis, “and all 
the other identitics mattered 
little’. 

He said PML was the only 
dependaLie national political party 
which could ensure stability of 
Pakistan and it was emerging as 
a solid political force with the 
passage of time. 

Syed Ghous Ali Shah said that 
PMI made no differentiation on 
account of province and firmly 
adhered to its declared manifesto 
based on “Pakistani-hood and 
Islam’. “All the other identities 
were secondary and of lesser 
importance’’. he added. 
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About Karachi, the Sind PML 
chief said that it was heart of Sind 
and Pakistan He denied having 
ever said that those belonging to 
other provinces would not be 
permitted to come to Karachi or 
settle dewn here. He, however, 
said that the problem of population 
influx had reached alarming 
proportions and required to be 
checked adequately. 

Syed Ghous Ali Shah said amidst 
clapping that no problem was 
unsurmountable and said the 
Proviicial Government was 
determined to make the city an 
ideal place to live in by restoring 
its glorious image. 

Sved Ghous Ali Shah said the 
scheme of construction of an 
overhead bridge in Landhi was 
being taken in hand. 

About narcotics menace, he said 
that. his Government was 
determined to root it out. 

He said it was a happy augury 
that the party now had a 
provincial party secretariat whose 
formal inauguration was 
scheduled in December last year 
but could not be performed 
because of the law and order 

roblem. He said now the situation 
1d normalised in the city and the 
delay ed formal inauguration of the 
“PMI. House” would be in the 
near future. APP. 
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TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH USSR SIGNED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 9 Mar 87 p l 


[Text] Islamabad, March 8--Two agreements were signed in Moscow on Friday 
last at the conclusion of five-day bilateral trade talks between Pakistan 
delegation and Soviet delegation. 


The two agreements stipulate a trade turn-over of 90 million US dollar 
during the current year. 


The agreement on barter trade stipulates exports of Pakistani goods worth 
25 million US dollar while the other agreement relates to repayment of 
installments of Soviet credits amounting to 35 million US dollar payable in 
export of Pakistani goods. 


Pakistan will import machinery, equipment and metals etc., from the USSR 
under barter agreement worth 30 million US dollar. The list of Pakistani 
goods to be exported includes cotton textiles, readymade garments, hosiery, 
towels and other cotton made-ups. 


The agreements were signed by the leader of the Pakistani delegation, Mr 
Mukhtar Masood, Secretary Commerce and leader of the Soviet delegation, 
Mr V. N. Burmistrov, Deputy Minister of Trade of USSR.--APP 
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HUNGARY OFFERS ASSISTANCE IN TECIINICAL EDUCATION 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 8 Mar 87 Commerce Supplement p IV 


[Text ] 
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KARACHI, March 7: The 
Hungarian Educational 
Consortium has developed sub- 
systems in the field of technical 
education to be fitted in with the 
educational system of Pakistan 
and Hungary is willing to assist 
Pakistan in developing technical 
education with these systems. 

Mr. T. Alberti, Commercial 
Secretary of Hungarian Trade 
Commission, in an interview 
disclosed taht after studying the 
Situation of the present technial 
education system, the Hungarian 
educational consortium had made 
a preliminary offer to the Ministry 
of Education for mono and 
Polytchnics becase the 
government of Pakistan planned 
to establish 10 mono and 19 
polytechnical institutes in the 
country. 

He said the analysis of available 
data on development of 
technicians is not in proportion to 
that of enginecring graduates. The 
output capacity of the existing 

ivtechnics is below the required 
evel. 

He said at the present there are 
31 polytechnic institutes or 
colleges of technology including 
five for women in Pakistan which 
produce roughly 3,400 mid- 
professional level technicians per 
annum. Against this supply, there 
is demand for about 6,000 for such 
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professionals both for employment 
within and outside Pakistan. Ther e 
is need for expanding the number 
of mono and polytechnics to 
overcome the deficiency of mid- 
professional technicians. He said 
with the completion of the project 
6,000 technicians in various trades 
will be produced to assist the 
graduate engineers. in addition to 
overcoming deficiencies of 
technicians at the domestic scene. 
Qualified technicians will be 
available for overscas 
employment and the proportion 
between the skilled workers, 
technicians and graduate 
engineers will be balanced out. 
Mr. Alberti said Hungary is 
ready to provide Pakistan with 
vocational training institutions tor 
machine industry. motor \ehicle 
industry, precision enginecring. 
telecommunication engineering. 
light industry, building industry. 
agriculture and food processing. 
precision mechanics, insirument 
industry, wood-work and timber 
industry, mining, transportation, 
hs dro-economy, chemical 
industry, micro-processors. para- 
medical, testing laboratories. and 
computer technologies etc. 
Replying to a question. he said 
there is a provision of tive million 
dollars for importing educational 
equipment from Hungary under 
the protocol signed by the two 
countries.—PPI. 





JATOI TALKS WITH AMBASSADORS 








Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 87 p 12 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, March 5: Mr. 
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Chairman, 
National People’s Party, who 
arrived here on February 28, held 
meetings with Ambassadors of 25 
countries, including Soviet envoy 
Abdul Rahman Vazirov. Acting 
U.S. Ambassador and Indian 
Ambassador. 

Today Mr. Jatoi had two and a 
half hours meeting with Mr. 
Vazirov also attended by Mr. Nafis 
Siddiqui, Secretary of 
Information, NPP. Ie exchanged 
views with the Soviet envoy on the 
Situation in this region, 
particular'y the Afghan issue, as 
well as the new Soviet policy of 
democratisation. Tonight he 
attended a dinner hosted by Mr. 
S.K. Singh. 

Ambassadors frem France, 
Italy, Austria, West Germany, 
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Hungary, Poland, Japan, 
Indonesia, Switzerland, Canada, 
Austria and Qatar held separate 
meetings with Mr. Jatoi in 


Islamabad during the past few 
days. 

Diplomatic circles here are 
attaching great importance to 
these meetings. It is the first time 
such a large number of 
Ambassadors and diplomats from 
a number of countries have met 
the head of a political party in a 
few days. 

Last week Mr. Jatoi met Wali 
Khan, the ANP Chief, in Peshawar 
and Air Marshal (Retd.) Asghar 
Khan, the Tehrik Chief, in 
Abbottabad. 

The NPP Chief is leaving 
Islamabad for Multan tomorrow 
morning where he will address a 
public meeting the same 


afternoon.—PPIL. 
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SENATE PLANS TO TAKE UP 9 BILLS IN NEXT SESSION 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 9 Mar 87 p 


{Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, March 8: Senate . 


will take up four Government and 
five Private Members Bills for 
consideration during its next 
session beginning on March 10 at 
the Parliament House. 

The Government bills are: (1) 
The suppression of Terrorist 
Activities (Special Court) 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987, (2) The 
Unani Ayurvedic, Homoeopathic 
Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 
1987, (3) The Quaid-i-Azam 
University (Amendment) Bill, 
1987, and (4) The Frontier Corps 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987. 

The Private Members Bills 
include: (1) The Enforcement of 
Shariah Bill, 1985, (2) The 
Freedom of Information Bill, 1985, 
(3) The Pakistan Press and 
Publication (Amendment) Bill 
1986, (4) The Companies 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987, and (5) 
The Pakistan Penal Code 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987. 

The Upper House would also 
take up the draft Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in the Senate and the 
reports of the Council of Islamic 
Ideology for the years 1978-79, 
1980-81, 1981-82, 1982-83 and 1983-84. 
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The Senate was expected to 
complete the First Reading of the 
Enforcement of Shariah Bill as 
only the second mover of the Bill 
was left to complete his speech. 

In order to play an effective and 
dynamic ~ ve in all functions of the 
Senate regarding legislation and 
overseeing of Government 


functoning., the proposal. for 
creation of three new committees 
in the House was also under 
consideration. 

One of these committees called 
the Government Assurances 
Committce, would take note of and 
scrutinise the assurances, 
promises, committments and 
undertakings of the Government 
given by Ministers from time to 
time on the floor of the Senate and 
report periodically on the extent to 
which such assurances and 

romises have been implemented 
in a timely manner. 

The second committee would 
focus attention on the socio- 
economic problems of less 
developed areas and initiate 
policies and programmes to 
ensure more balanced 
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development of all the regions in 
the country. The third committce 
would evaluate the performance 
and assess the results achieved by 
various Ministries and federal 
organisations. 

It had also been proposed to 
regroup the existing six Standing 
Committees of the Senate into 
twelve committees to enable them 
to apply themselves more 
effectively to problems of 
legislation as well as of oversceing 
Government performance in 
respective fields. 

Besides, it was also proposed to 
start ‘call attention notice” 
system alongwith the 
adjournment motions. Through 
this system the Members could 
easily draw the attention of the 
Government to certain matters 
which they could not do through 
adjournment motion. The 


’ Ministers concerned would also be 


in better position to explain their 
view points on matters brought 
through the notice. 

The Senate was required to meet 
for another nine days before 
March 20 to fulfil its constitutional 
obligation of meeting for 90 days 
in a vear.—APP. 








SIND ASSEMBLY MOTION TO CHECK ENTRY INTO SIND SUPPORTED 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 9 Mar 87 p 10 


{Text ] 
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Maulana ss Irshadul = Hay 
Thanvi, Chairman of the Pakis- 
tun Awami League’. has sup- 
ported the resolution of the Sind 
Assembly. calling for checking 
the inflow of outsiders in 
Karachi. 

In a statement here he said the 
adjournment motions moved in 
the NWEP Assembly by Dr. 
Yaqub Khan. and Dr. Mrs. Im- 
tiaz Sultan were based on misun- 
derstanding. 

The resolution adopted by the 
Sind legislature never men- 
tioned “other province” but 
spoke of “other cities”. Natur- 
ally. he said. Karachi was bur- 
dened with the problem of over- 
population. Addition of nearly 
half a million people every year 
was bound to add to pressures 
On its resources. 

The demand for checking of 
inflow of outsiders into Karachi 
was an administrative issue and 
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necded to be viewed as such. 
The city needed planning now. 
which meant laying of correct 
emphasis on civic amenitics like 
water, clectricity, roads, trans- 
port ete. 

ile said when late Chaudhri 
Mohammad Ali, as Prine Minis- 
ter of Pakistan. banned the cntry 
of Indian Muslims into Pakistan 
by closing down the Khokrapat 
land route. the NWEP Assembly 
should have raised its voice 
against that gross injustice then 
also. 

That step was in flagrant viola- 
tien of the Constitution and the 
Pakistan Resolution. He said 
that provinces should plan for 
laying a network of industries in 
their rural arcas to ensure pros- 
perity of their respective people. 
That will solve the cconomic 
problem and check the influx 
into Karachi of large number of 
people every year, Mr. Thanvi 
observed. 
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SIND UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES CITED 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 6 Mar 87 p 3 


{Text ] 


HYDERABAD, March §: 
There are now total 61,144 un- 
employed graduates in Sind pro- 
vince. ‘ ' 

This was disclosed by the 
Chairman of the Unemploycd 
Sindhi Youth Organisation, Mr. 
Saecd Ahmcd Baloch, in a Press 
conference held at the “Basant 
House”,  Latifabad, —_ Unit 
Numbcr Eight, on Saturday. 

According’ to the breakup, 
there are 5,164 doctors, 3,781 
cngincers, 2,964 agriculture, 
18,325 science and 30;460 Arts 
Graduates unemploycd in 12 dis- 
tricts like Badin, Thatta, Khair- 
pur, Shikarpur, Sukkur, Lar- 
kana, Jacobabad, Dadu, Thar- 
parkar, Nawabshah, Sanghar 
and Hyderabad. 

Giving his charter of demands 
he said that a separate Ministry 
of Empfoyment be set up soon 
to solve the problems of un- 
employed, local people should 
be given hundred per cent of 
Jobs in the Government, seimi- 
(Government. autonomous and 
semi-autonomous bodies, sct up 
jin Sind province. 

: Influx of the people from 
other provinces should be stop- 
ped forthwith, so that the local 
people can be absorbed, un- 
employment allowance should 
be granted to the cducated youth 
up to 35 ycars to all the graduates 
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of Sind’ prbvinee as thd Educi- 
tional Institution remain closed 
almost whole year. 

Dimicile Certificates should 
not be granted to the outsiders 
and the duration of permancnt 
stay for the grant of domiciles 
should be increased from three 
years to 15 years, all the 
employees of Government, 
Semi-Government and other 
corporations should be retired 
immediately, who have com- 
pleted their 25 years of service. 

Sindhi investors should be 
granted soft loans by the 
1.D.B.P. and P.1.C.L.C. so that 
they could be able to set up in- 
dustrial units in rural arcas, to 
overcome unemployment prob- 
lems in those arcas. , 

On very large scale the indus- 
trics should be established by the 
Government in the rural arcas 
of Sind. 

A High-powered Commission 
should be sct up soon to probe 
into the basic causes of un- 
empioyment in Sind on such a 
very large scale. 

The Sind High Court Judges, 
Sindhi intellectuals and the 
Chairman of this Organisation 
‘be taken into the said Commis- 
sion and re-employment system 
of retired Government servants 
be stopped forthwith, who are 
gctting dual benefits and profits 
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in many Government and pri- 


\vate Oraganisations. 


Mr. Saced Ahmed Baloch said 
that the causes of uncmployment 
were many and no Government 
had ever given due importance 
to solve the chronic problems on 
war footings. 

- Giving an cxample of a un- 
employed youth Mr. Ali Akber 
Zahoor, aged 34 who had passed 
his M.Sc. (Physiology) from the 
University of Sind in 1983 in sec- 
ond division fortunately got job 


‘in Tando Adam oilfield in De- 


cember 1984 only daily wages of 
Rs. 25 per day as a petty work- 
‘ers. , 

‘* He was made jobless after one 
month in January, 1985, and is 
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yet unemloyced inspite of his best 
efforts to get a suitable job. 
The Chairman of the Organi- 
sation said effective steps should 
be adopted to solve the un- 
employment problems. He 


-pointed out that onc kind of un- 
‘employment 


is agrarian un- 
employment which is being ncg- 
lected. 

Iie said the grabbing of lands 
by the cartles, which manage the 
collection of land in their own 
names, as one of so many factors 
cncouraging agrarian uncmploy- 
ment, so the rural peroplc being 
disguested and disappointed and 
now moving to the towns in 
scarch of jobs where the jobs are 
already scarce. 











PRIVATE SECTOR MINERAL DEVELOPMENT TO BE ENCOURAGED 


PAKISTAN 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 87 Commerce Supplement » t 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, March 5: The 
Federal Minister for Petroleum 
and Waturel Resqurces Haji 
Mohammad tianif Tayyab. has 
disclosed that he has suggested the 
establishment of a mineral 
development bank on the lines of 
ADBP and IDBP so as to promote 
and encourage the exploitation of 
mineral resources available in 
abundence in the country. 

In an exclusive interview with 
PPI, here this afternoon, he said 
that Government would welcome 
private sector for a_ useful 
exploitation of the minerals. He 
said the first ever constructive 
mineral policy chalked out by his 
ministry now had been sent to all 
the provincial governments for 
their comments and would be 
placed before ECC for final 
approval on receipt of these 
comments, which are expected 
within weeks. 

To a question, he pointed out 
that during the last one year, the 
Government had been able to 
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increase the production of coal by 
almost 40 per cent and intends to 
double the production. 

To a question about natural gas. 
the Federal Minister disclosed 


that it had been decided to merge 


the Southern Gas Company and 
Sui Gas Transmission Company 
under the name “Sui Northern Gas 
Company”. 

Un oil production. the Federal 
Minister said that at present 
inspite of the temporary closure of 
“Adhi oil field” for burning the 
excessive gas. Pakistan is 
producing over 45.000 barrels oil 
per day and is meeting almost 25 
per cent of its needs through 
domestic production. The 
production figure was more than 
double of the target fixed for July 
1988, the last year of ne Sixth Five 
Year Plan, he said. By the end of 
current year Pakistan Insha Allah 
would be able to produce over 
50.000 barrels of oil per day, 
meeting 30 per cent of its 
requirements. —PPI 











COMMENTARY EXAMINES GOVERNMENT-PRESS RELATIONS, PROBLEMS 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 5 Mar 87 p 5 


{Article by Shabbir Hussain] 


[Text ] 





A BRIEF get-together here last 
week under the auspices of the 
Parliamentary Press Gallery 
Committee provided the soft 
spoken Information Minister Kazi 
Abdul Majid Abid an opportunity 
to tender a bit of advice to the 
newsmen to ensure that relations 
between them and the Parliamen- 
tarians were not disturbed. 


As an elected Minister, he natur- 
ally felt it necessary to tell the 
Parliamentary Correspondents to 
take full care of the privileges of 
the Parliamentarians; as a vete- 
ran journalist he also appeared 
jealous of the freedoin of the 
Press. tle would, therefore, want 
the privileges of both to be fully 
“heed hh and expected the 

ressmen to du their job without 
encroaching on what belonged to 
the Parliamentarians under the 
rules as well according to age-old 
conventions. 

A RFALITY 

He would nut use the usual ex- 
pression “‘between the and 
the devil” to illustrate his difficult 
position; what he said was that he 
was “between two angels” and 
would want both of them to be on 
good terms. Viewed in the context 
of what he thinks of these institu- 
tions one could easily realise his 
agony; how would it become un- 
bearable if the Press too went as- 
tray in a situation where the newly 
born democracy was showing 
signs of exuberance to emphasise 
its birth. This display of self- 
existence had probably led to too 
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much stress on the privileges of 
the Parliamentarians; the Press 
had to accept this ‘sensitivity’ as 
a reality. 

The more important part of Kazi 


‘Sahib's uttcrances was, however, 


not given the prominence it 
deserved; in this part he had un- 
derlined the basic responsibility of 
both the Parliamentarians and the 
Pressmen to the people; both were 
originally conceived to serve the 
people, to look after their rights 
and privileges, to be answerable to 
thase who read and listened to 
them, and in whuse name they 
were entitled to certain privileges 
and freedoms as Parliamentari- 
ans and Pressman. 

If this simple reality is kept in 

view, the type of performance 
which Kazi Abid expected from 
the Pressmen—to do their job 
“beautifully, dutifully and devot- 
ediy'’ would automatically be- 
come mnanifest. This expression is 
equally applicable to the 
Parliamentarins and if instead of 
some of them indulging in antics, 
they evolved a scientific, rational 
aud realistic view of things, they 
would care less for their own 
rights and more for the rights of 
the people. 

Parliaments, no doubt, are 
training centres: but they are also 
ee gro centres—projection of 

, Maginativeness and vigour 
of those who are supposed to be the 
Custodians of national unity and 
power. 

So are supposed to be the Press- 
men. A truly ex'ightening Press is 
not expected to behave as a mere 
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trade union, always insisting on 
amenities, freedoms and their 
righteousness; they have to bind 
themselves to certain responsibil- 
ities, fo foremostly belong to the 
country and the nation. Trade un- 
ion is inevitable in the present <dlay 
situation everywhere. Pat its exer- 
cise must be accompanied by the 
capacity of self-enlightenment and 
self-analysis. 

And if having been guided by 
these motive forces, the Press is 
required to muke = certain 
Sacrifices, to give up certain 
privileges and opt for certain hard- 
ships, instead of being restricted 
its pover will increase manifold: 
it will be able to do its job of 
demolishing the ‘status quo’ more 
effectively. 

MAIN FUNCTION 

The same thing should apply to 

the Parliamentarins. They niust 
not behave as trade unionist, al- 
W:lvs ce of the provided or 
the imagine 
main function, in having been 
elected, is to serve the people, to 
evolve a new power framework for 
the country, to gencrate a sense of 
service and awareness in the en- 
tire nation by themselves provid- 
ing an example. The type of 
privilege motions which we some- 
time comes across in the House 
may or may not be admissible 
from the technical point of view 
but some of them would not appear 
truly reflective of the assignment 
which people have given to their 
elected representatives. 

In fact, to be elected means to be 
more restrictive in one's demands, 
to be more mindful of the needs of 
thuse who have sent them to a 
highly honoured and privileged 
House to do their job without fear. 
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privileges. Their | 


also without favour, never to think 
of themselves in isolation from the 
people. 

But apart from Parliament and 
the Press, there is another agen- 
cy to which Kazi Abid is connect- 
ed more intimately ; he is Minister 
of information in which capacity 
he is acecpted as spokesman of the 
Governinent. It was in this capac- 
ity that he unfolded some of the 
achievements of Junejo Govern- 
ment, particulurly in the Press 
sector. 

There is no doubt that the type 
of Press which is available today 
has practically remained non- 
existent in Pakistan. There have 
existed safety laws from the ear- 
ly days which could be invoked 


against newspapers at will. The in- 
troduction uf advice system in the 
later periods proved more coer- 
cive and repulsive: all this has 
been discontinued by the present 
government 


Mr. Junejo has also restored the 
fundamental rights after over two 
decades with a courage vhich was 
seldom displayed by his wedeces- 
sor politigans. There ore, ore 
could not dispute with Kazi Abdul 
Majid Abid when he said that the 
present Government had restored 
all freedom tu everybody, to the 
Pres, politicians and the people. 

But duces the job of an elected 
Government ends with the grant of 
freedom, particularly the govern- 
ment of au developing country 


which is faced with difficult mo 


ments” A representative govern- 
ment has to do another Job too, 
probably 4 more important one, 
that of providing a direction to the 
nation, to create a sense of stabil- 
ity and unity in the people and to 
evolve a situation in which disrup- 
tive elements, whether in politics 


107 


or in the Press, find it difficult to 
uperite. 

The other day I happened to 
meet a well-meaning Gud-fearing 
scholar and what he said was very 
enlightemng for me. “We remain 
undisturbed and sure of our sur- 
vival potential as long as we do not 
read newspapers, the moment we 


scan the headlines we get fright- 


ened us if we are going to pieces”. 

Another stalwart told me one 
day; ‘Does not what sume of you 

rint amount to sedition? Ask any 
awyer, and vou will know how far 
Iam correct”. 

AWAKENING AND UNITY 

All this is display of what some 
would describe as the newly-won 
freedom of the Press, politics, and 
perhaps of many more things the 
nation needs an atmosphere of 
awakening and unity, and an elect- 
ed Government is vested with pow- 
er primarily to create such an 
ulmosphere. And it is here that a 
much bigger display of effort, per- 
seveance and courage is needed. 
The ts pe of confidence and convic- 
tion which Prime Minister June jo 
has shown so far is enough indica- 
tion that he possesses the neces- 
sary qualitics. What is needed is a 
change in the attitude and per- 
spective of those who mould or 
demolish public attitude--the 
Press and the politicians--and 
they are certainly capable of 
bringing about this change in the 
presently available freedoms. 
What Kazi Abid should ponder is 
how far he as the Mimster for In- 
formation and Broadcasting can 
help in bringing about this change 
without. of course, impairing the 
freedoms which have at long been 
restored to the Press and the poli- 
ticians. This pondering, too, furms 
part of his assignment 
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BRIEFS 


NWFP ASSEMBLY ON SIND RESOLUTION--Peshawar, March 5--The NWFP Assembly 
today noted with regret the Sind Assembly resolution which calls for 
banning entry of non Sindhis in Sind and described it a breach'of Consti- 
tution and moreover breach of trust between the people of one Province 

on the others. Discussion on two identical adjournment motions was 
deferred on Sunday when general law and order situation would be debated.-- 
PPI [Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 87 p 12] /9317 


NEW POLITICAL PARTY--Karachi, March 7--A new political party under the 
name and style Pakistan People's League is being launched tomorrow. The 
party will be launched by its President, Mr Ali Mohammad Aziz, at a press 
conference. According to details released by the party, the manifesto of 
the party will be based on the Islamic economic system. As far manifesto 
the party will not change any amount in the name of interest or profit on 
short term commercial or industrial advances and guarantees. The party 
will abolish prize bonds, other bonds, saving schemes and interest rates 
will be stopped. According to the manifesto there would be no income tax 
and when the party would come into power, it would deduct one fifth of the 
income through banks as government tax and the entire income of the 
Government would equally be distributed among the workers. [Text] [Lahore 
THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 8 Mar 87 p 8] /9317 


JI, PPP SECRET PACT ALLEGED--Karachi, March 8--Syed Mahmood Akhtar, Acting 
President of the Pakistan Shia Political Party, Karachi Division, has 

said that the PPP, J.I., Sawad-i-Azam and Shariat Mohaz have reached a 
secret compromise for political gains. He said that Rao Rashid, member of 
the Central Committee of the PPP had attended an IJT meeting and delivered 
speech along with Prof Ghafoor, the Deputy Chief of J.I. with the approval 
of party Chairman Ms Benazir Bhutto. Syed Akhtar added that Ms Benazir 
cannot deny the fact that she had a soft corner for J.I. and the nomination 
of Shafi Mohammadi, a member of the J.I1. as the General Secretary of the 
PPP, Sind, is another unquestionable proof to this effect. He said that 
only way out for the Shia community is to strengthen the hands of the 
Pakistan Muslim League, as according to him "God forbid if Ms Benazir came 
into power, she would not be able to show the same temperament and tolerance 
which is being displayed by the Prime Minister, Mohammad Khan Jonejo." 
[Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 8 Mar 87 p 1] /9317 
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PRIVATE SECTOR FERTILIZER IMPORT--Chishtian, March 5--A proposal is under 
consideration to allow the private sector import fertiliser so that the 
monopoly of fertiliser dealers could be ended and also so the farmers get 
fertilisers on fixed rates. Ch Abdul Ghafur, Punjab Minister for Agriculture 
disclosed this here. Talking to PPI, the Minister said the authorities 
concerned have been directed to change the colour of the fertiliser. He 
said the temporary scarcity of fertilisers had been caused as the farmers 
used 26 percent more quantity of fertilisers than they consumed last year 
against the official estimates of only 9 p.c. However, prompt steps taken 
by the provincial government have brought the situation under control, he 
said. Replying to a question, the Minister said that interest-free loans 
amounting to Rs 13 million were being provided to the farmers in the current 
financial year.--PPI [Text] [Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 6 Mar 87 
Commerce Supplement p I] /9317 


CSO: 4600/162 ' END 


109 








